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DIRECT  COMMUNICATION  WITH  TRADERS. 


The  DEPARTMENT  OF  OVERSEAS  TRADE  (Develop¬ 
ment  AND  Intelligence)  is  a  centre  at  which  information  on 
all  subjects  of  commercial  interest  is  collected  and  classilied 
in  a  form  convenient  for  refeience,  and  at  which,  so  far  as 
the  interests  of  British  trade  permit,  replies  are  given  to 
enquiries  by  traders  on  commercial  matters.  As  far  as  is 
possible,  the  Dep.artment  supplies,  on  personal  or  written 
application,  information  with  regard  to  the  following 
subjects:  Foreign  and  Ckilonial  Contracts  open  to  Tender, 
and  other  openings  for  British  Trade;  Lists  of  manufac¬ 
turers  at  homo  and  lists  of  firms  abroad  engaged  in  par¬ 
ticular  lines  of  business  in  different  localities;  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Tariff  and  Customs  Regulations;  Commercial 
Statistics;  Forms  of  Certificates  of  Origin;  Regulations  con¬ 
cerning  Commercial  Travellers,  Sources  of  Supply,  Prices, 
etc.,  of  Trade  Products;  Shipping  and  Transport,  etc. 

Samples  of  foreign  competitive  goods  and  commercial 
products  which  are  received  from  abroad  from  time  to  time 
are  exhibited  at  the  Offices  of  the  Department. 

Over  60,000  samples  of  goods  of  Foreign  manufadure 
which  were  sold  in  British  markets  abroad  and  in  certain 
foreign  markets  are  on  exhibition  in  the  Sample  Rooms  of 
the  Department  at  3,  Guildhall  Courtyard,  E.C.,  and  are 
now  available  for  the  inspection  of  British  manufacturers. 

Arrangements  are  now  in  progress  for  the  BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES  FAIR,  1920,  and  a  Supplement  of  the  “Board 


of  Trade  Journal”  dated  8th  May,  1919,  gives  detailed 
instructions  to  exhibitors.  The  Office  dealing  with  hair 
matters  is  at  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  London,  S.W.  1,  to 
which  address  all  enquiries  should  be  made. 

In  order  that  British  manufacturers  may  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  familiarising  themselves  with  Foreign  methods  of 
advertising  (including  German  and  Austrian),  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  collected  over  13,000  Foreign  Trade  Catalogues, 
and  these  may  be  inspected  by  British  manufacturers  at  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelli¬ 
gence),  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 2. 

A  new  index  lias  been  prepared,  in  which  the  catalogues 
are  classified  both  as  regards  articles  of  manufacture  and 
names  of  manufacturers,  thus  rendering  identification  of  any 
particular  catalogue  a  simple  matter.  Copies  of  this  index 
may  be  obtained  by  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  on 
application  to  the  Comptroller-General,  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence),  73,  Basing¬ 
hall  Street,  London,  E.C.  2. 

All  communications  intended  for  the  Department  of  Over¬ 
seas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence)  should  be 
addressed  to :  The  Comptroller-General,  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence),  36, 
Old  Queen  Street,  London  S.W.  1. 


OPENINGS  FOR  TRADE  AND  NAMES  OF  TRADERS  IN 

COUNTRIES  ABROAD. 


Confidential  Information. 


SPECIAL  REGISTER. 

The  Special  Register  affords  early  information  to  manu¬ 
facturers  and  traders  of  uew  trade  openings  abroad  before 
they  become  public  property.  It  is  also  a  vchiclt  for 
circulating  reports  on  foreign  competition,  and  any  other 
matters  likely  to  be  of  importance  and  interest  to  particular 
trades.  The  information,  which  is  private  and  confidential, 
is  supplied  to  the  Department  by  His  Majesty’s  Trade  Com¬ 
missioners  within  the  Empire,  and  by  His  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Representatives  in  foreign 
countries,  and  is  circulated  to  firms  on  the  Register  as 
ipiickly  as  possible  after  its  receipt. 

The  Register  is  open  to  any  approved  British  firm  on  the 
payment  of  a  fee  of  two  guineas  per  annum  (which  includes 
the  annual  subscription  to  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”). 

It  is  not  open  to  non-British  tuiders. 

Information  is  supplied  solely  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
trade  in  British-made  goods. 

Those  British  firms  who  desire  their  names  to  be  included 
in  the  Special  Register  shovld  communicate  with  The 
Comptroller-General,  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  ' 
(Development  and  Intelligence),  73,  Basinghall  Street,  I 
London,  E.C.  2. 


FORM  K. 

H.M.  Consular  Officers  have  received  instructions  to 
furnish  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Development  ] 
and  Intelligence)  with  commercial  information  respecting  all  j 
firms  in  their  re.spective  Consular  Districts  who  can  be  j 
recommended  as  possible  importers  of  goods  of  British  manu¬ 
facture.  This  information,  which  Includes  the  commercial 


and  financial  status  of  the  firms  concerned,  their  local  and 
European  references,  goods  particularly  required,  terms  of 
trading  and  language  in  which  correspondence  should  be 
carried  on,  is  furnished  to  the  Department  on  a  prescribed 
form,  which  is  known  ns  Form  K. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  fullest  possible  advantages  from 
the  “Form  K”  system  of  information,  a  wide  circulation  is 

ESSENTIAL. 

A  system  of  co-operation  between  the  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade  {Development  and  Intelligence)  and  British 
traders  is  therefore  necessary,  and  this  co-operation  is  being 
attained  as  folIow.s:  — 

1.  The  Department  collects  and  edits  the  information. 

2.  The  Trade  Associations  distribute  the  information. 

That  is,  the  Department  issues  the  information  to — 

(a)  The  .\ssociation  of  Chambers  of  Commerce. 

(h)  The  Federation  of  British  Industries. 

The  bodies  comprised  in  these  organisations  have  their 
various  com|)onent  trades  classified  as  shown  in  “Form  K,” 
and  lists  of  traders  arc  therefore  only  circulated  to  those 
firms  which  come  under  that  classification,  thus  avoiding 
circulating  to  trades  which  are  not  interested. 

The  system  is  safeguarded  by  agreements  with  the 
distributing  organisations  against  the  issue  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  to  any  outside  firms.  All  firms  who  wish  to  receive  the 
information  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Department.  At 
present  over  10.000  firms  have  joined,  and  any  other  firms 
who  wish  to  participate  should  apply  through  their  Chamber 
of  Commerce  or  the  Federation  of  British  Industries  (39, 
St.  .lames’s  Street.  London,  S.W.  I),  or  through  bodies 
affiliated  to  the  latter. 
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THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  — continued. 


The  Board  of  Trade. 

COAL. 

WEEKLY  OUTPUT  IN  T(JN8. 

Provisional  figures  f»t  tlu'  wookly  toiinago  output  of 
coal  (luring  tlio  four  weeks  en(l(y^l  20tli  Deeeniber  aro 
given  l)elow. 

The  total  output  of  4,910,100  tons  marks  a  lurilier 
substantial  increase  of  production,  exceeding  by  prac¬ 
tically  24,000  tons  the  output  for  the  previous  week, 
which  wiis  the  highest  weekly  out-turn  since  .Ma\. 


District. 

29th  Nov 

.  6th  Dec. 

15th  Dec. 

20th  Dec 

Ntirthumberland  . 

233,503 

235,487 

226.536 

253,135 

Durluun  . 

627,999 

664,461 

636,062 

676.015 

A'orksliire  . 

770.339 

781,306 

799,873 

500.147 

LaiK^isliirc,  Cheshire 

and  North  Wales  ... 

456,794 

45  r,5Ab 

466.479 

455.511 

Herhv,  Nottingham 

and  I.a*iee.ster  . 

579,260 

W1.26T 

594.575 

580.998 

.8tatfor<LsJiire,  Shrop¬ 
shire,  \V,arwick  and 

Worcester  . 

368,620 

”>67.573 

380.622 

572.138 

South  Wales  and 

Monmouth.shiix*  .... 

951,170 

'■>45.°41 

996.497 

99/.0I  j 

(It  her  English  Dis- 

Iriets  . 

100.451 

102.409 

104.596 

106.145 

Scotland  . 

674  ‘^54 

662  645 

680.918 

679.908 

ToUl  .  4,762,729 

4.808.524 

4.886.156 

4.910.106 

8UMMAHY  8TNCE  MAY  31. 

'I'lie  total  production  weekly  of  coal  since  31st  May. 
lOIO.  is  given  below:  — 

May  31st  .  4  8l2.o<t"»  September  13th  4,480,810 

.Tune  7th  .  4,644,034  September  20th  4.4.‘)0,.30S 

•Tune  14th  .  3,2")0,r»08  September  27tb  4,481,434 

.luiK'  21st  .  4,730,811  Detober  4th  ...  2,871,010 

.him  28th  .  4,800.t>33  October  llth  ..  4,070,802 

.Tilly  .7th  . 4,728.588  i  )ef  ober  18f  h  .  4,727,405 

.Tuly  12th  .  4,700,148  Detober  25th  ...  4.701,(^37 

,Tulv  10th  .  3,803,051  November  1st  .. .  4,074,532 

.Tilly  20th  .  2, .537, 051  November  8th  ..  4,801,150 

.\ugust  2nd  ...  3,014.77(4  NovemluT  15th  1.070,402 

.August  0th  .  2,012,805  November  22nd  4,707,578 

August  10th  ...  3,720,400  November  20th  4,702,720 

August  2.3rd  ...3,080,702  December  0th  4,808.521 

Augus*^^  .30th  ...  4, .351, 08.3  Der-ember  13th  1.880.1.50 

September  0th  4,500,803  December  20th  l.Olfi.lOc. 

PATBVTS,  DESIGNS  \\l)  I  RADE  M.AHKS. 

THE  NEW  ACTS. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  provisions  ot  the  Pat.  nts 
and  Designs  .Act,  1010,  an  I  the  Trade  Marks  Act.  TOP*, 
which  received  the  Koval  As.sent  on  the  23rd  December. 
1010. 

Theso  Acts  amcixl  the  law  of  Patents,  Designs  and 
Trade  .Marks  in  many  im|)oHant  r.-'-pc'cts. 

P\ti;n'ts  ^^■I>  Dr.smxs  Act. 

With  e(‘rtain  exe  ptiors,  the  Patents  and  Designs  .Act, 
1010,  eame  into  operation  upon  ‘h*^  date  of  the  passing 
of  tbo  Act,  and  the  following  provisions  which  amongst 
otluav  c.imc  into  force  iivjnfdinfdij  should  be  noted: — 
Srctimi  4.-  Opposition  to  (jmnt  of  jxitrnt. — The  f^rouiul 
ot  onpositiem  to  tlic  arant  of  a  pati  nt  jiro-Jf  rihi'd  liy  Section 
11  (li)  of  the  Aft  of  PH)7  has  ho<'n  extended  to  inelnde  prior 
imhlieation  in  tlie  United  Kinsidom  (w  ith  certain  limitations 
as  regards  prior  pnhbention  in  British  speeifieationsT,  and 
an  additional  cround  of  opposition  to  ajiplieations  for 
patents  under  Section  91  of  the  .Act  of  1907  is  jirovided. 

Section  0.  Term  of  rofctif.-  T]u-  term  of  all  j>atents  in 
force  at  the  <lat<‘  (he  j)assin;'  of  the  .Vet,  and  of  all 
patents  cr.anted  after  that  date,  is  exteiuh'd  from  fourteen 
years  to  sixteen  years,  suhieot  to  certain  safediiards  in  the 
rase  of  oxisting  patents.  The  fees  to  h(>  paid  in  respert  of 
this  extensi<m  of  term  will  he  pre-erih<‘d  and  announei'd  in 
diK*  course. 

Section  Ifi.—  ltcci'"frnfion  of  nxsinnmcnfs,  cfc..  of  fnitcnfs 
amt  (fcsiqns. — Amends  Sivtion  71  of  the'  .Act  of  1907.  and  pro¬ 
vides  that  all  assie.TiTnent.s.  etc.,  must  now  h."'  rcfristered. 

Scefion  18. —  Jfeqistrnfjnrf  of  Potent  Anrnfs. — This  section 
pro"-'>''s  for  eemnn’sorv  refijistration  of  all  persons 

practising  or  descriTiing  tlwmselves  as  patent  agents. 


Sciinl nil  . — Amcml nieiif  of  Section  o  of  the  Act  of  1907. — 
The  time  for  leaving  a  oomideto  specification  on  an  applica¬ 
tion  originally  iKa-ompanied  l>y  a  provisional  spin' ificat ion  i> 
extended  from  six  months  to  nine  months. 

Tlie  time>  for  acceptance  of  a  complete  spwification  and 
sealing  of  a  patent  are  abo  extended  (ly  three  months. 

TitAPi;  Macks  Aci  . 

The  Trade  Marks  Act,  1019,  will  come  into  operation 
on  1st  April,  1920.  It  amends  the  hiw'  of  Trade  Marks 
in  several  important  resiiects. 

Copies  of  the  Patents  and  1  >esigns  Act,  1919.  price 
3d.  each,  by  post  4. Id.,  and  ot  the  Trade  Maiks  Act, 
1919.  jtrice  2d.  each.  In  post  3'd.,  i-au  he  (ditaiiied  from 
the  Patent  ( hbct  Sale  llraiudi.  2.5.  Soiithamplon  Duild- 
ini>s,  London.  W.(’.2. 

LT  t.ks  am»  Ekes. 

Ill  coiisequeiice  of  this  legislation,  amendments  of  the 
Lilies  and  Fees  are  now  being  framed  and  notice  will 
he  given  in  the  “  Iheird  of  Trade  .Towrnal  ”  when  the 
Lilies  ar<‘  luihli-^hed. 

THE  NON-FERROUS  .MINING  COM.MITTEE. 

The  Comiiiitt.a  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
in(]uir(.‘  into  non-terrous  mining  lias  adjouraod  for  the 
\aeatioii.  after  having  examined  a  number  of  witnesses 
on  Lead  and  Zine  Mining.  It  will  rt'siime  its  meetings 
under  the  Chairmanship  of  Mr.  14.  B.  Betterton,  M  P.. 
on  the  6th  .January. 

-Mines  in  tlie  ILnlkyii  Distriei  of  Flintshire  were  repie- 
sented  liy  Afr.  .Voel  Hiimphnws.  M.nn.Tging  Director  of  the' 
Last  Maikyii  Mining  Company,  .Mr.  Walter  Conwav.  Secre¬ 
tary  ol  th(‘  Xorfli  Heiidre  L(>ad  Mining  Company,  and  .Mr 
.1 .  b.  Francis,  of  the  firm  of  Matthew  Franei.s  and  .8on. 
.Manager-  ol  the  .South  Ualkyn  Aliiu's  and  Kngineers  to  the 
Halkyn  District  Alines  Drainage  CVanpany.  They  stated 
that  the  mines  in  the  district  were  now  worked  down  to. 
or  lii'lon  .  the  level  of  the  t'xisting  drainage  tunnel,  and  thev 
were  of  tiie  opinion  that  tlie  completion  of  the  new  sea-level 
tunnel  wase— ential  if  mining  was  to  continue  in  the  district, 
and  that  State  aid  eoitld  iisefnliy  Iw  given  to  that  end. 
Iluw  lavonred  piim|)ing  at  the  .North  ITendri',  TJynypandy. 
and  Soiitli  ITalkyn  mines,  under  a  scheme,  inaugurated  and 
nearly  ((iinjihUed  dnrinsi  the  war  witli  the  financial  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  Alinisti-y  of  Alnnitions.  as  the  tunnel  tonld  then 
t>e  driven  from  several  points  of  attack  to  the  iron  shaft 
in  two  and  a  lialf  years:  whih*  if  it  were  driviui  from  one 
end  onI\’  it  would  not  he  (ompletc'fl  for  eight  or  nine  years. 
They  Were  of  the  n|)iiiinn  that  if  the  mines  were  drained  to 
this  level  tliei-e  was  a  promising  future  for  the  industry  in 
th('  Haikv>i  District. 

Afr.  .1.  Dodd  appean'd  for  the  TTalkvii  District  Afines 
Drainage  (  ompany.  and  ex]ilained  the  plans  of  that  Com¬ 
pany  for  draining  the  mines.  The  Afini'^try  of  Afiinition.s 
Iiolds  a  mortgage  on  the  eompanyV  assets  in  respect  of  th(' 
adianees  made  in  eonneetion  with  the  pumping  selieme. 
The  Comiiany,  if  releasi'd  from  this  mortgage,  jirojiosed  to 
raist'  f  ajiital  to  proceed  w  itli  the  furtlier  driving  of  tlie  sea- 
level  tunnel. 

Air.  Pliilip  .Jones,  Manager  of  the  Holywall  Ifalkyn  Alin¬ 
ing  and  Tunnel  Company,  and  Alanaging  Director  of  tho 
Waen  and  T.erllvn  Afines.  Ltd.,  deserila'd  the  mining  opera¬ 
tions  earrii'd  on  in  the  past  in  tlie  district  hetwi'cii  Talargixli 
and  llalkvn,  and  rf'capitnlatocl  the  liistorv  and  financial 
jiosition  of  tin-  TTolvwell  TTalkyn  Tunnel  Companv.  TT(' 
thought  that  the  Government  eonld  most  effeetiiallv  help 
tt'is  flistriet  hv  proceeding  witli  the  scheme  for  the  ATid- 
T’lintshire  T.ight  ITaihvay.  hy  providing  (In'nit  electric  power 
from  a  central  station  to  ho  erected  at  Qneensferry,  and  hv 
guaranteeing  minimum  jiriees  for  galena  and  hlende. 

Afr.  .Argali.  Afanaging  Director  of  the  Nantvmwvn  Afine. 
gave  evidence  relating  to  the  work  done  hy  this  Company, 
and  referred  to  the  diffienltv  jilaeed  in  the  way  of  further 
development  1>v  the  shortage  of  honse.s  in  the  district. 

Afr.  T.  Afiller,  Afanager  of  the  Welsh  Van  Afine.  stated 
tho  reasons  for  the  stoppage  of  work  timt  had  oeenrred 
there,  and  explained  the  plans  of  lii-,  CVnnpanv  for  the 
future  development  of  the  A*an.  Nantiago  and  New  Castell 
mines.  He  advoe.ated  the  estahlisliment  of  a  Department  of 
ATines.  the  revision  of  mining  and  mineral  laws,  and  the 
estahh’shment  hv  the  Government  of  a  Customs  works  to 
smelt  home-produced  ores 

ATr.  TT.  T?.  Nanearrow.  Afanager  of  the  Tiishnrne  Develop¬ 
ment  Svndieate.  T,td.,  and  the  AVelsh  ATines  Corimratioii, 
Tdd..  gave  evidence  res|>eeting  developments  proposed  to 
ho  undertaken  Tiv  these  companies,  and  exj»res.sed  the  opinion 
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tiiat  iliere  was  a  promising  future  for  lead  mining  in  tliis 
country.  He  suggested  that  State  aid  should  take  tlie  form 
of  a  bonus  of  7s.  (3d.  a  foot  on  all  approved  development 
work,  and  of  a  minimum  price  for  the  products  got  in  rela 
tioii  to  the  increase  in  mining  costs  since  1914.  He  [iroposed 
iliat  such  assistance  should  he  given  for  five  years. 

-Mr.  Horace  Hoot,  of  the  Aberllyn  Mines,  Ltd.,  rej)rosentetl 
the  mines  of  the  Conway  Valley.  He  referred  to  the  diffi¬ 
culties  caused  by  high  wages  and  the  shortage  of  labour, 
and  was  of  tiie  opinion  that  helj)  should  be  given  to  the 
industry  by  the  guarant(“e  of  a  market  for  blende  at  a 
reasonable  price,  by  an  amendment  of  the  system  of  royal¬ 
ty's  in  vogue  and  bj'  tlie  establishment  of  a  Departmenf  of 
.Mines  to  investigate  and  remedy  the  troubles  of  the  mine- 
owners. 

Professor  O.  T.  James,  of  the  rniversitv  of  .Mancliester, 
gave  the  Committ<‘e  the  iK-nefit  of  tlie  results  of  the  investi¬ 
gations  ho  has  recently  undertaken  for  the  (tcological  Sur-  i 
vey  in  tlie  mining  district  of  Cardiganshire  and  West  Mont-  ; 
gomeryshire.  He  expressed  the  view  that  new  ore  bodies 
could  only  Im'  opened  n{i  in  this  district  by  extensive  i 
[iro'pecting  and  development.  | 


EXPORTS  CREDIT  SCHEME. 

Ihf  Hoard  of  Trade  announce  tliat  Rouinania  lias 
i)e<'n  added  to  the  list  of  countries  to  which  the 
Exports  Credit  Scheme  applies. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 

VISIT  OF  H.M.  C()-M-MEi;Cl.\L  COUXSELlJ  )l! 
FOR  J.VPAN  TO  THE  UNITED  KINdDO.M. 

In  accordance  with  the  ])ractice  that  has  heeii  estaii- 
iished  for  ilis  Majesty’s  Oversea  Commercial  Intelli-  i 
pence  Officers  when  in  this  country  to  visit  various 
aidustrial  and  commercial  iu*eas  in  order  that  mami- 
fiu-turers  and  merchants  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
consulting  them  on  any  matters  connected  with  theii 
liusiiiess  or  of  obtaining  infonnation  as  to  the  possi-  ' 
liilities  of  extending  their  overseas  trade,  it  has  been  ! 
irranged  for  Mr.  E.  E.  Crowe,  C.M.O.,  His  Majesty  >  i 
(’ommereial  (.’oiinscllor  in  Jajian,  to  undertake  a  tour  j 
of  certain  areas.  j 

Mr.  (Vowe  is  at  prt  sent  in  liondon  and  will  com-  i 
aience  his  tour  in  the  heginnijig  of  the  new  year.  It  i 
is  proposed  i>rovisionally  that  visits  shall  be  paid  to  i 
Dublin,  Helfast,  Hirmingham,  the  Potteries,  (’oventry, 
Manchester,  Liverpool,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  Hradford.  j 
Glasgow,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Nottingham,  Leicester,  j 
and  to  such  id  her  centres  as  British  finns  desire  and 
vircumstances  permit.  Mr.  Crowe  will  he  jileased  to 
meet  maimfa<*turers  and  merchants  who  wish  to  consult  | 
liiiM  in  rcijard  to  steps  to  he  taki'ti  for  opening  u])  trade  j 
with  Japan,  and  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining  ad\iee  I 
and  information  as  to  the  state  of  trade  in  that  country. 
.\mong  the  matters  in  regard  to  which  he  will  ho  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  information  and  advice  are  the  general 
state  of  trade  in  Jafian,  a]ipointment  of  agents,  methods 
of  marketing  and  distribution  of  goods,  terms  of  pay¬ 
ment,  st.'itisties  of  imports,  rates  of  Customs  duties,  and 
general  infonnation  as  to  the  oyicnings  existing  for 
British  goixls. 

Finns  desirous  of  meeting  Mr.  Crowe  should  com¬ 
municate  with  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade.  3.'i. 

Old  (Jueon  Street,  S.W.  1. 


CAT.M.OOUES  AND  SMALL  SAMPLES  FOR 
ANTWERP. 

H.M.  ('onsid-Creneral  at  .Vntwerp  states  that  in  view 
of  the  forthcoming  transfer  of  the  Consulate-General 
to  mori'  eomriKKlious  premises  it-  is  desired  to  obtain 
the  supply  of  a  larg<‘r  and  more  varied  collection  of  trade 
ratalf^uios  and  samples  than  is  available  at  yiresent. 
In  the  new  offices  a  large  room  is  being  set  aside  solely 
for  the  exhibition  of  British  trade  catalogues,  etc.,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  keen  this  room  well 
provided  with  printed  matter  and  small  samples  cover- 
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ing  as  far  as  possible  the  greater  part  of  British 
Industries. 

The  catalogues  received  hitherto,  it  is  stated,  have 
been  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  engineerin 
and  building  trades,  but  Belgium  is  now  sufficient! 
restored  to  be  interested  in  the  whole  range  of  British 
manufactures. 

In  the  case  of  manufactures  of  small  hulk,  or  of  those 
which  do  not  lend  themselves  to  representation  in  cata¬ 
logues,  the  receipt  of  small  samyiles  for  exhibition  would 
be  welcomed  by  the  Consul-General.  Catalogues,  etc., 
should  be  posted  direct  to  His  Britannic  Majesty’s 
Consul-Genend,  British  Consulate-General,  Antweryi. 


BRITISH  Cii AMBER  OF  COM-MERCE 
FOR -MED  IN  VIENNA. 

-Vs  the  transaction  of  business  in  Austria  was 
rendered  extremely  difficult  by  the  viu’ious  restrictions 
in  force  in  that  country,  British  merchants  carrying 
on  business  there  considered  that  the  time  had  turived 
when  they  should  have  some  organisation  to  help  tliem. 
They,  therefore,  held  several  meetings,  with  the  result 
that  a  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  now  been 
constituted  in  Vienna,  with  offices  at  7.  Giselastrasse, 
Vienna. 

In  eonneetion  with  the  inauguration  of  the  Chamber 
the  following  appointments  have  been  made: — 

Hon.  President,  Sir  Maurice  de  Bunsen,  late  H.M. 
-Ambassador. 

President,  Hon.  E.  O.  Lindley,  H.M.  High  Com¬ 
missioner. 

Vice-President,  Mr.  O.  S.  Phillpotts,  O.B.E.,  British 
Commercial  Commissioner. 

Secretary,  Mr.  Huber. 

Treasurer,  Mr.  Lowe. 

LM-MEDIATE  RE(,)UIRE-ME-\TS  OF  SERBIA. 

A  number  of  schedules  may  he  cfinsulted  on  aj)]»lica- 
tion  to  the  Near  East  Section  of  the  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade,  setting  out  particulars  of  the  damage 
to  factories  in  various  t-owns  in  Serbia,  and  indic'iting 
ayiproximattdy  the  requirements  of  the  factories  fof 
which  the  names  are  also  given).  The  schedules  are 
translations  from  the  originals  which  were  lent  to  the 
recent  Mission  to  Serbia  by  the  Serbian  Chamber  of 
Industries  at  Belgrade.  J’he  scht'rlules  are  of  interest 
to  general  merchants,  paptieularly  those  who  contem¬ 
plate  sending  travellers  to  the  country. 


CO-M-MISSION  AGENTS  OVERSEAS. 

Advices  received  by  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade  from  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  particularly 
from  the  Latin  American  countries,  indicate  tliat  thero 
are  many  young  and  energetic  Britons  resident  abroad 
who  see  possibilities  for  the  extension  of  British  trade, 
and  who  wish  to  be  given  an  opportunity  to  push  busi¬ 
ness  in  certain  lines. 

In  view  of  the  fact,  however,  that  their  experience 
has  he.,'!!  confined  to  subordinate  positions  in  a  merchant 
house,  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  hesitancy  on  the 
part  of  Lmited  Kingdom  houses  to  accept  their  sendees 
if  they  desire  to  go  into  business  on  their  own  account. 
This  is  to  be  regretted  in  that  trade  opportunities  may 
thereby  be  missed. 

J'ho  aspirant  agent  is  usually  only  able  to  work  on  a 
commission  basis,  hut  should  United  Kingdom  firms 
desire  to  give  a  trial  to  an  application  that  may  be 
befor-'  them,  particulars  as  to  tlie  uenoral  ehara-cter  and 
eommercia’  ability  of  the  applicant  can  i>e  obtained 
fir  tiu-m  by  the-  D(-nartment  of  Overseas  Trade.  In 
eases  where  an  apj'lieation  has,  in  the  first  instan^’c, 
been  made  through  an  Overseas  Representative  of  the 
I leparlment,  the  latter  supplies  the  necessary  informa¬ 
tion  co'ieerning  the  auplieant,  together  with  his  view 
as  to  the  desirability  r  f  fixing  up  a.n  agency. 
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Special  Articles. 


THE  AMERICAN  COTTON  BELT,  f 

PRESENT  CONDITIONS  AND  FUTURE 
PROSPECTS. 

Ill  August  last  -Mr.  .1.  A.  Todd,  Soorctaiy  ot  the 
Eiiipiro  C'ottoii  (iiowing  C'oiiiiiiittet*,  went  t-o  the  Uniteil 
.States,  and  dining  September  and  October  made  a 
tour  of  the  American  Cotton  Belt.  The  main  ])uri)Ose 
of  bin  journey  was  the  investigation  of  the  iollowing 
points:  — 

1.  The  e.xteiit  ut  the  Boll-weevil  invasion  into  the 
Sea  Island  territory,  and  the  possibility  of  com¬ 
bating  the  pest. 

•J.  The  prospects  of  "  Meade  ”  cotton — along  stajile 
Upland  variety  in  the  Sea  Island  districts  of 
which  the  Committee  had  heard  very  favourable 
reports. 

•d.  The  prospects  of  development  of  Egyptian  cotton 
in  Arizona  and  California. 

I  The  iirogress  made  since  hi^^  last  visit  in  lOhd  m 
the  develojanents  of  medium  staple  cotton  in 
viu’ious  districts  in  America,  and 

•'»  The  general  position  with  regiud  to  the  cost  of 
jiroduction  of  cotton  in  America  and  its  effect  on 
jirices  and  on  the  future  prospects  of  the  acreage 
to  he  placed  under  cotton. 

Mr.  Todd  has  made  a  detailed  report  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  (of  which  Sir  Henry  Birchenough,  K.C.M.C., 
is  the  Chainnan)  ufion  the  results  of  his  investigations, 
anil  we  propose  to  give  a  considerable  number  of 
extracts  from  that  Be])Oi't.  The  latter  portion,  which 
deals  with  the  costs  of  jinxluction  and  the  prospects 
of  future  acreage,  is  given  in  full. 

THE  SEA  ISLAND  POSITION. 

Mr.  Tcxld  traces  the  progress  of  the  holl-weevil 
<inc»-  it  first  ^•ame  into  Texas  from  Mexico  in  1892. 
In  1918  its  de])redatioiis  reduccil  the  total  Sea  Island 
.  rop  to  about  o(l,()(»()  hales.  The  weevil  further  a.dvunced 
in  1919,  and  th'e  ciop  in  tlu*  “  Islands  ”  was  not 
»-xpectod  to  exceed  “),()0<)  hales,  and  in  Florida  and 
Oeorgia  19,(.)00  bales.  'I'lie  lleport  jiroeeeds: — 

riie  pres|»<H.ts  lor  next  year  (li)2())  jioint  t«  the  virtual 
ahaiidoimioiit  of  Sea  Bland  lotton  in  Florida  and  Ceorgia. 
The  M  liole  iKi-iitioii  ot  the  .*'('a  Island  eroj)  i.s  tliendore  as 
't nous  as  it  well  could  be,  and  the  only  hope  is  that  some 
method  of  combating  the  pest  may  still  be  evolvi'd.  In 
thi.;  <'onnection  J  made  careful  cnciuirics  as  to  the  ])ros|)ects 
of  a  new  method  of  jKiisoning  which  lyis  been  ]>ut  forward 
liy  the  Feih'ial  Di'partmoiit  of  Agriculture  and  has  been 
\erv  carefully  tested  on  a  large  estate  in  Mississippi  and  also 
at  a  (Jovernnient  Experimental  .Station  in  Ixuiisiana.  The 
lesults  are  very  hoiK'ful.  but  there  are  serious  practii  al  ditti- 
cultii's  to  be  faced  in  the  apjilication  of  the  system  which 
may  prevent  its  general  adoption.  The  method  is  to  spray 
the  plants  with  a  veiy  tine  powder  of  calcium  arsenate,  Init 
the  work  must  be  done  under  special  conditions  and  with 
g:eat  care.  A  deputation  of  planters  from  the  Sea  Island 
districts  rtxentlv  visited  the  Mississippi  plantation,  and  on 
iluir  return  issued  a  report  to  the  Sea  Island  planters 
giving  the  result  of  their  enquiry.  They  are  evidently  deter¬ 
mined  to  give  the  method  a  full  trial  in  the  Si'a  Island 
country  next  year,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  be  a 
suieess  exei'pt  on  the  large  estates  owned  by  white  planters, 
and  even  there  it  will  be  necessary  to  reduce  their  acreage 
lonsiderably  in  order  that  the  area  under  cotton  may  be 
etfi'ctually  dealt  with.  While  therefore  there  is  reasonable 
uround  to  hope  that  part,  at  least,  of  the  area  under  Sea 
Island  cotton  may  be  .saved,  it  would  be  unwise  at  the  present 
stage  to  expect  that  this  method  will  Ik?  generally  adopted 
throuchout  the  Cotton  Belt,  especially  bv  the  .small  jilanters 
who  still  constitute  a  large  projrortion  of  the  cotton  growers. 
It  is  very  doubtful  therefore  whether  any  sub.stantial  jiart  of 
the  F'lorida  and  Georgia  crop  will  l)e  .saved. 

“  MEADE  ”  COTTON. 

Of  “  Meade  ”  cotton  Mr.  Tinld  says  that  this  rew 
variety  is  in  certain  respects  the  most  promising  of  the 
many  long  staple  varieties  that  have  been  evolved  during 
recent  rears  hr  the  work  of  the  Federal  Department  of 
Agrienlture.  It  was  fivst  discovered  by  chance  at  Ihe 


SPECIAL  ARTICLES — tontinued. 


Guvenmient  Experiment  Station  at  Clarksville,  North 
Texas,  in  a  field  of  a  black-seeded  variety  which  appears 
to  have  been  confused  wfOi  another  well-known  variety 
ealled  “Black  Battler.”  It  has  been  tried  in  various 
distriets,  hut  so  far  without  any  conspicuous  success, 
except,  apparently,  in  the  former  Sea  Island  districts 
i  of  Florida  and  Georgia.  He  ailds: — 

J  was  unfortunaiely  unable  to  meet  tlie  members  of  the 
staff  wlio  are  mainly  res|x>nsible  for  it,  as  they  were  on 
I  tour  111  different  districts;  but  from  all  the  iuformatiou  1 
was  able  to  gather  it  would  apparently  be  dangerous  to 
promise  gieat  results  from  this  cotton.  The  staple  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  of  good  length  fl  j  !“•))  hut  so  far  it  seems  to  be 

j  lacking  in  strength,  and  although  this  may  be  remedied  by 

further  sc'kxtioii,  it  is  iloubtful  whether  the  variety  will 
1  compete  successfully  with  other  medium  staple  cottons.  It 
appears,  however,  to  have  a  good  chance  in  Florida  and 
I  Georgia,  where,  although  not  so  good  as  the  real  Sea  Island 
varietie.s,  it  is  much  better  than  the  short  staple  varieties, 
V.  Inch  are  at  pre.sent  the  only  alternative  in  these  districts. 

There  are,  however,  already  indications  that  the  extended 
I  use  of  Meade  cotton  in  these  ilistriets  is  liki'ly  to  nux*t  w  itii 

I  the  same  difficulty  that  has  obtained  in  the  jiroductioii  ol 

I  improved  cotton,  not  only  throughout  .\merica  but  in  every 
I  Ollier  part  of  the  world,  namely,  the  difliculty  ot  keeping 
!  the  seed  supply  pure.  Thus  in  one  trial  row  of  .Meade  cotton 
■  w  liii  li  1  saw  at  Hartsville,  South  Carolina,  1  louiid  a  typical 
Sea  Island  plant,  line,  in  all  probability,  to  aicidental  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  seed,  which  was  grown  in  a  Sea  Island  district. 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  have  already  had  the  greatest 
ditficulty  in  getting  the  growers  of  Meade  cotton  to  keep  it 
apart,  not  only  from  Sea  Island  but  also  from  tlie  short  staple 
varieties  wbicli  are  now  generally  grown  in  the  inland  Sea 
Island  districts.  There  is,  tboreforc,  grave  reason  to  fear 
that  the  possibilities  of  Meade  cotton  may  be  thrown  away, 
owing  to  the  dilheulty  of  preventing  mixture  with  other 
\  ariotios. 

Anotlier  very  interesting  experiment  has  been  made  with 
tiiis  cotton  in  an  entirely  dili’erent  district,  namely  the 
Jinperial  \’alley  in  South  Carolina.  One  large  estate  there, 
Avliicii  is  actually  across  the  Mexican  herder  in  the  Sontheiii 
end  of  the  Imperial  Vallcw,  has  for  some  years  been  trying 
I  tlie  Meade  seed  and  the  manager  has  iiromised  to  lot  ns  liave 
sainjiles  of  this  year's  crop.  It  would  be  rather  surprising 
if  a  cotton,  wliich  is  ap|)arently  doing  well  under  Sea  Island 
eonditions,  should  also  prove  a  success  under  the  totally 
different  eonditions  of  a  vc-ry  much  hotter  (onntiy  under 
irrigation,  1  ut  the  rc'snlts  will  be  awaited  with  groat  iiitei- 
est.  it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  importance  if  Meade 
(oiton  were  a  success  in  California,  because  there  it  would  be 
possible,  though  not  easy,  to  .secure  its  gmieral  adoption  a- 
,  the  exclusive  siH-d  supply  for  a  w  hole  district,  so  as  to  avoid 
the  dangers  of  mixing  alwive  rt'ferrod  to. 

ABIZONA  AND  CALIFOBNIA. 

Much  interest  lias  hceii  aroused  in  this  country  by 
leiKirts  of  the  devi  lopnieiit  of  gchnl  Egyptian  eotton  in 
.\rizona  and  California,  and  Mr.  Todd  spent  sonic*  tinie 
in  both  these  distriets.  The  position,  he  says,  has  now 
]  liecoine  fairly  clear. 

In  the  Salt  Hiver  N'alley  in  .\tizoiia  there  is  a  very  sub- 
I  staiitial  acreage  under  a  variety  known  as  Pima,  which  is 
apparently  a  .selection  from  the  earlier  varieties  of  Egyptian 
j  <  otton  introduced  into  Arizona  some  years  ago.  and  it  is 
said  to  g*ive  a  lint  equal  to  the  best  varieties  of  Egyptian 
Sakel.  The  industry  has  In'en  taken  in  hand  in  a  mo.sl 
satisfactory  way,  wliich  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  there 
arc  in  the  district  a  nuniber  of  men  of  good  standing,  and 
w  ith  large  financial  backing,  who,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Federal  Department  of  Agriculture  have  adopted  methods  of 
maintaining  a  pure  seed  supply  with  this  extremely  satis¬ 
factory  result.  The  wliole  district,  which  is  irrigated  by 
cunals  from  the  Roosevelt  Dam  and  by  wells,  is  now  under 
the  one  variety  of  cotton  and  the  methods  of  ginning  and 
handling  of  the  crop  h  ave  very  little  to  be  desired.  The 
only  drawback  is  that  the  climate  is  not  quite  rainless,  and 
rain  sometimes  occurs  during  tlie  picking  season.  The  re¬ 
sult  is  that  the  londitiori  of  the  crop  is  not  so  satisfactory 
as  it  might  have  been.  At  the  same  time  the  ginning  out¬ 
turn  is  very  low,  being  only  about  2()  per  cent. 

.\nother  interesting  feature  of  the  district  is  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  problem  similar  to  that  experienced  in  Egypt 
since  1909,  namely,  the  water-logging  of  the  siib-.soil.  Tl)i< 
again,  however,  is  being  tackled  in  a  very  efficient  manner 
by  putting  down  a  nuniher  of  diH*)?  wells,  which  not  only 
help  to  k<?ep  the  surface  water  table  at  a  .safe  level,  but 
have  also  added  materially  to  the  water  supply  available 
for  irrigation.  The  two  estates  of  the  Goodyear  Tyre  Com¬ 
pany,  for  example,  are  almost  entirely  worked  hv  this  well 
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vviitfi,  wliifli  though  sliglitly  alkaline  in  charactov  sooins  mi 
tar  to  ho  satistactory. 

There  is,  howovor,  one  difficulty  to  bo  faced  in  thi>  cli'- 
tri(t,  namely  the  lack  of  labour,  especially  for  picking.  Tlu' 
liKal  labour  force  is  entirely  inade.'juate,  and  has  to  be  sup¬ 
plemented  every  season  by  importing  large  drafts  of  labour 
from  across  the  border  in  .Mexico.  In  view  of  the  American 
labour  laws  this  could  only  he  done  by  spcK'ial  licence  as  a 
War  emcngc'nc y  measure'  and  great  eltorts  are  being  made  to 
hail  it  ccentinucHl.  The  cost  of  picking  shows  a  strong  ten¬ 
dency  to  rise.  .\t  presc'iit  it  is  3  cents,  a  lb.  for  seed  cotton, 
which  with  the  low  ginning  out-turu  above  referred  to  means 
a  picking  cost  of  M  to  12  cents  per  lb.  for  the  lint.  The* 
whole  organisation  of  the  district  is  being  direxted  towanls 
pri'veiitiiig  the  jirice  rising  above  this  level;  hut  it  is  oi>en 
to  doubt  w  h<nhc  r  in  view  of  the'  rising  costs  everywhere  c'lso, 
their  sill  ( «  s.s  in  kc'oping  the-  price  dow  n  may  not  lead  to  a 
reduction  of  the  supply  of  lahour.  Egyptian  cotton  is  mucli 
more  difficult  to  jiick  than  Amc'iican  short  staple,  and  in 
adjacent  districts  (Yuma  and  the  Imperial  Valley)  the  price 
of  picking  .Vmc'iican  is  only  with  great  difficulty  kept  under 
3  cents  jier  lb.  Compared  w  ith  this,  4  cents  a  lb.  for  Egyp¬ 
tian  would  not  1)0  tcM)  high,  and  that  rate  is  often  jiaicl  in 
the  Impi'iial  Valley. 

This  imported  lalmur  is  also  resjKUisihle  for  another  great 
danger  which  threatens  the  Arizon.a  crop,  namely  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  loll  weevil  and  pink  boll  worm.  Every  care  is  lin¬ 
ing  exercisc'd  tc)  pri'vent  this,  but  on  sc-veral  ocea.sions  the 
Mexicans  have  fieen  found  in  pos-session  of  cotton  bags 
which  had  already  lieen  ii.sed  in  districts  affectc'cl  by  the.se 
pests,  and  there  is  considerable  anxiety  lest  in  this  or  some 
similar  way  these  pests  should  evade  the  vigilance  of  the 
authorities.  If  they  do  so.  the  consequences  are  bound  to 
be  st  rious. 

Possiiii.K  Extkn'sion. 

With  regard  to  the  possihilities  of  extension  of  the  area 
under  Egyptian  cotton  in  Arizona,  the  prosjKH-ts  are  hoiieful 
though  rather  vague.  There  are  many  small  isolat<'<l  valleys 
scattered  over  this  part  of  the  continent  where, 
either  by  large  irrigation  schemes  or  tlu'  develoiuiient  of 
pump  irrigation,  a  water  supply  could  be  seciircxl  w  hich  would 
enable  good  Egvptian  cotton  to  be  grown.  Several  of  the.so 
schemes  ar*'  in  a  more  or  less  advanced  state,  but  it  is  not 
possible  yet  to  say  when  they  will  give  definite  results.  .\t 
present  the  total  yield  of  Egy))tian  cotton  for  1919  is  vari¬ 
ously  estimated  at  from  40,009  to  00,000  bales,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope  that  this  total  might  be  increasc'd  in 
course  ol  time  to  UiO.OOTi  bale.s  or  iierhaps  even  some  clay  to 
‘2)0,0001  bah's.  That  figure,  however,  would  probably  be  the 
nafside  limit,  and  its  possibility  is  very  remote. 

YiMA  AM)  TMK  I.Ml'KHIAl.  VaI.I.KY. 

Passing  on  to  Yuma  and  the  lm|H‘rial  Valh'y  the  stsite  of 
affair-  there  is  very  unlike  that  already  dc'serihed  in  the 
Sai»  Ifiver  Valley.  This  is  all  the  more  regrettalile  because 
it  is  clf'ar  that  at  first  these  districts  proved  equally  suitable 
with  the  Salt  River  Valley  for  the  growing  of  fine  cotton, 
and  the  fact  that  they  have  ceased  to  do  so  is  almost  entirely 
due  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  crop  has  been  handled 
rather  than  to  any  natural  difficulties.  The  root  of  the 
difference  is  that  there  are  no  big  men  in  these  districts  to 
control  the  inclustry  and  .see  that  it  is  run  on  proper  lines. 
Cotton  is  grown  by  small  planters,  mostly  Avhite,  and  the 
attempt  to  organise  the  industry  on  a  community  basis,  with 
a  ])roi)er  system  of  seed  selection  and  control,  has  broken 
down  compietely.  The  result  is  that  the  bulk  of  the  cotton 
now  produced  in  these  districts  is  a  heterogeneous  mass  of 
almost  everv  kind  of  cotton,  from  Egyptian  down  to  short 
staple  .American,  and  with.every  sort  of  hybrid  hetwex'n  these 
different  varieties.  Tt  must,  however,  be  pointed  out  that  it 
is  .still  not  too  late  to  remedy  the  piesent  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
dition  of  affairs,  and  throw  the  whole  of  these  di.stricts  hack 
to  fine  cotton,  if  the  mattc'r  were  taken  up  witli  sufficient 
energy  by  the  proper  kind  of  people,  who  would  organise 
tlie  community  on  the  lijies  followed  so  successfully  in  Salt 
River  Valley. 

Finally  it  should  l>e  noted  that  in  the  sottthern  part  of  tlie 
Imperial  Valley  across  the  Mexican  l)order  there  i-  a  '-oii- 
siderable  acreage  under  cotton  where  the  conditions,  especi- 
allv  in  res])ect  of  the  labour  supply,  are  entirely  different 
from  tho-e  north  of  the  border  line.  Being  free  from  the 
American  prohibition  of  the  imjrort  of  contract  lahour.  the 
plantt'is  in  tins  part  of  Alexico  are  able  to  import  Chinese 
lal)0)u-  tinder  agreement  for  a  period  of  years,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  of  this  system  is  that  the  industry  there  is  flourishing. 

.MEDIUM  STATEE  COTTONS. 

In  1018  Mr.  Tockl  was  struck  by  the  (levelo])nient 
which  Iiad  taken  place  in  tlic  production  of  improved 
upland  cottons  of  medium  stajilc,  say,  about  li|  in. 
In  manv  parts  of  the  United  States,  for  example,  at 
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Clarksville  (North  Texas)  and  in  Hartsville  (South  Caro¬ 
lina),  he  found  planters  who,  working  with  improved 
seed,  were  producing  increasing  (juantities  of  goexi  staple 
cotton  under  proper  conditions  of  seed  selection,  etc. 
'I'hese  districts  were  in  addition  to  the  well-knowi’ 
staple  districts  of  the  Alississipipi  Delta  between 
Mem])his  and  Vicksburg,  and  very  little  was  known  out 
side  of  xVmerica  of  their  existence.  Perhaps  the  mrist 
interesting  of  these  developments  was  the  work  of  .Mr. 
D.  li.  Coker,  at  Hartsville,  South  Carolina,  who  Imd 
been  for  some  years  constantly  selecting  and  improving 
several  varieties,  paidicularly  ‘‘  Webber  ”  and  “Harts 
ville,’’  and  it  was  a  small  sample  of  the  fonner  vai  it  ty 
which,  having  reacherl  Mesopotamia  thiA>ugh  the 
Punjab,  gave  such  extraordinary  results  in  the  first 
experiments  in  Mesoirotamia  in  1918.  Mr.  Todd  says: — 

Oil  re-visiting  Mr.  Coker’.s  district  this  year  (1919), 
I  was  very  much  struck  by  the  progre.ss  he  has  made  during 
the-  interval.  He  has  now  established  the  reputation 
of  his  seeds  among  the  growers,  as  well  as  of  his  cotton 
!  among  the  spinners,  and  is  doing  a  considerable  business  of 
a  most  satisfactory  kind.  .Mr.  (.’oker's  experience,  however, 
hears  out  what  we  have  seen  elsewhere,  namely,  the  difficulty 
of  finding  a  proper  market  for  improved  cottons  in  the 
pioneer  stage.  Mr.  Coker  has  himself  faced  the.se  difficul¬ 
ties.  and  has  established  connections  in  Boston  and  Liver¬ 
pool,  of  which  his  whole  district  gets  the  benefit.  But  there 
is  still  one  difficulty  to  be  faced  in  the  apparently  spasmodic 
character  of  the  market  for  staple  cotton.  In  the  autumn 
of  1918,  for  example,  the  demand  for  staple  cotton  fell  off 
completeh",  with  the  result  that  the  growers  were  able  to  get 
almost  no  premium  at  all.  Tliis  inevitably  residted  in  a 
serious  reduction  of  the  acreage  under  staple  cotton  in  1919, 
and  now  the  demand  for  staple  cotton  has  become  so  aggres¬ 
sive  that  prices  have  again  risen  t.o  unprecedented  figures. 
I  This  stiite  of  affairs  is  extremely  unsatisfactory.  There  are 
apparently  two  obstacles  to  be  overcome  here.  The  one  is 
the  fluctuating  character  of  the  demand  for  staj)le  cottons, 
and  the  other  is  the  apparently  ineradicable  ti-ndency  of 
•  certain  dealers,  when  buying  staple  cotton,  to  pay  for  it  not 
it-  full  market  \alue  but  the  lowest  price  that  they  tan 
induce  the  seller  to  accept.  It  Avas  repeatedly  pointed  out 
to  me,  as  indeed  t)ur  own  t'xpt  rience  elsewhere  shows,  that 
this  state  of  affairs  is  militating  Aery  strongly  against  the 
development  of  long  staple  cottons  in  .America. 

The  Deaiand  for  Motor  Tyres. 

This  is  all  the  more  regrettable  in  view  of  the  fact  Avhich 
impressed  me  almost  more  than  anything  else  throughout 
this  trip,  of  the  enormous  demand  that  is  noAv  arising  in 
.America  for  staiile  cotton  for  automobile  tyre  fabric.  The 
use  of  automobiles  in  .America  is  increa.sing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  The  result  is  a  demand  for  tyres  and  tyre  fabric 
Avhich  is  likely  to  bc'come  the  most  scrioirs  factor  in  the  Avhole 
situation  Avith  regard  to  staple  cotton.  T  tried  to  obtain 
materials  for  an  estimate  of  the  amount  required.  There 
are.  said  to  be  OA'er  six  million  cars  in  the  States  to-day,  and 
this  should  require  something  approaching  .'SOO.OOfA  bales  jier 
annum,  mostly  staple  cotton. 

lAfPORTING  EgYI'TIAN*  ('oTTOX. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  my  visit  the  sjiinners 
of  Egyptian  cotton  in  .America  Avere  able,  OAving  to  the 
foreign  exchanges,  to  imjxirt  Egyptian  cotton  at  a  con¬ 
siderably  lower  price  tlian  they  Avere  paying  for  cotton  of  a 
similar  character  groAvn  in  .America,  and  the  imports  of 
Egyptian  cotton  into  .America  at  that  time  Avere  very  large. 
T  .sec  no  limit  to  the  quantity  of  Egyptian  cotton  Avhich  the 
American  spinners  AAould  use  if  they  could  get  it  at  anything 
like  a  reasonable  price,  and  T  think  the  fine  spinners  in 
England  Avill  have  to  face  very  keen  competition  from  the 
■  American  spinner.s  for  the  reduced  supply  of  staple  cotton 
Avhich  is  noAv  available.  OAving  to  the  reduction  of  the 
Figyptian  crop  and  the  reduced  area  under  medium  sta[)le 
cotton  in  .America  this  ye.ar,  T  think  it  may  be  estimated  that 
the  World’s  supply  of  staple  cotton,  say.  I  j  in.  and  above. 
Avhich.  before  the  war  probably  touched  tAvo  million  hales  per 
annum,  has  noAv  been  reduced  to  not  more  than  H  millions, 
anil  T  need  hardly  jAoint  out  that  the  addition  of  a  ne\A- 
demand  of  anything  apj)roaching  half-a-million  bales  is  a  very 
serioAis  matter. 

COSTS  OF  PEODUCTION  AND  FUTUUE 
ACEEAGE 

!  Wt‘  give  tlie  text  of  Mr.  Todd’s  ohst  i  vutions  on  the 
j  puh  ject : — 

I  There  is  probably  no  more  disputed  qui  stion  than  that  of 
hoAv  the  cost  of  the  production  of  cotton  should  he  calculated 
I  and  Avhat  it  now  amounts  to.  Tt  is,  of  course,  obvious  that 
there  is  great  room  for  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the 
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basis  of  calculation.  Kvciytliing  dcpemls,  for  example,  «)n 
the  average  yield  pi  r  acre  w  lii(  li  is  taken  as  the  basis  ol  the 
estimate.  At  the  C'onlerence,  liowever,  we  liad  evidenc** 
suhmittt'd,  which  seemed  fairly  reliable,  that  the  cost  in 
North  and  South  Carolina,  based  on  an  average  yield  of  2U<I 
lbs.  per  acre  was  now  a  little  over  3it  cents.  On  the  other 
hand  we  hc'ard  a  .statement,  not  very  reliable,  that  the  cost 
further  South  in  1m)I1  wc'evil  country  was  as  high  as  47  cents. 

I  do  not  attempt  to  c'Xpi-e^--  aiij  opinion  on  these  figures,  but 
I  took  tin*  o|)iM)rtunity  of  going  over  again  the*  estimate* 
which  I  mach*  in  1913  in  Texas  and  which  then  brought 
out  the  figure  of  12  cents.  That  figure  must  now  be  rai.st>d 
on  the  .same  basis  to  at  least  21  cent'.  I’urther  1  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  tin*  basis  of  giKI  His.  per  acre  ujion  which  1  was 
thcti  calculating  wa.  Icmi  favourable.  The  a\i*rage  yield  in 
Texas  now  is  jirobably  not  more  than  IGH  lbs.  per  acre,  and  it 
my  calculation  is  n'visc'.l  on  that  basi-  the  cost  of  prcKluction 
would  be  tully  25  c<'nt■^.  1  am  afraid,  therefore,  that  the 

cotton  industry  must  tace  the  tact  that  the  co'-t  of  production 
is  now  a  great  d«“al  higher  than  it  ever  was  before,  and 
certainly  a  great  deal  higlier  than  the  titide  had  Ix'lieved  it 
to  he. 

Sc  vi:c  iTY  t;i  L  turn  n. 

While,  howtvc'r,  it  may  be  ini|Mjs^ibie  to  arrive  at  tiny 
agreed  figure  about  the  cost  of  production  it  is  quite  certain 
that  the*  rising  cost  is  likely  to  jnove  a  .serious  factor  in 
the  future  development  of  the  American  i  rop.  The  rise  is 
largely  clue  to  increased  laliour  costs,  hut  the  phinters  would 
not  mind  paying  these  high  wages  if  they  could  get  the 
laliour.  The  .situation  is,  however,  that  labour  is  almost  un¬ 
obtainable  at  any  jiricc*  The  jilanteis  are  comjmting  w  ith 
each  other  for  the  available  sujtply,  with  the  result  that  it 
is  difficult  to  state  any  limit  to  jirobahie  prices.  This  year 
lor  example  when  1  visited  South  Carolina,  where 
the  picking  rate  six  years  ago  was  alKiut  75  cents  jier  lOO  lb., 
the  season  opened  at  150  cents  per  100,  but  it  very  quickly 
rose  to  two  dollars  because  one  planter  or  another,  finding 
it  impossible  to  get  labour,  .secretly  raised  the  I'^te  and 
others  had  to  follow  suit.  Thi>.  lahoui’  scarcity  is  not  a  n<*w 
thing.  It  was  already  becoming  noticc*able  six  yt'ars  ago, 
but  the  w  ar  has  greatly  aggravated  it  ow  ing  to  ihe  transfer 
of  a  considerable  amount  Of  negro  labour  to  the  industrial  • 
districts  of  the  north,  and  as  long  as  wages  remain  so  much 
higher  in  these  j»arts  than  they  used  to  be,  and  still  are, 
in  the  South,  there  is  no  jircis]K*<  t  of  the  situation  being 
remedic*d.  It  is  affecting  the  cotton  crop  in  every  way.  This 
season  for  example,  owing  to  the  wet  weather  in  the  early 
summer,  the  opportunities  of  cultivating  the  creq)  were  seri¬ 
ously  restricted,  and  ow  ing  to  tin*  inadeejuate  labour  su|)ply 
it  wa.s  impossible  to  get  the  fields  properly  taken  care  of. 
The  result  was  that  in  many  district-  fielcl  after  field  pre- 
.sentecl  the  appeal ance  of  a  waving  cioj)  of  wc'cds  with  an 
odd  cotton  plant  standing  up  heie  and  there  among  them  ; 
and  it  is  said  that  the  acreage  abandoned  through  this  and 
other  causes  will  probably  amount  to  at  h'ast  1  jier  cent,  of 
the  whole  area  originally  planti'd. 

iNKr.l'K.NC'i''  OK  TIIK  Bol  I,  W'k.EVJI,. 

The  next  factor  in  the  reduction  ol  acreage  is  the  advance 
ol  the  boll  weevil.  The  past  s<‘ason  iias  been  ideal  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  pe-t-  a  mild  winter  follow c'd  by  a  v.et 
burnmer — and  its  jirogress  north  and  c'astwards  has  been 
very  marked.  .\.s  frequently  happens,  when  the  boll  weevil 
first  strikes  a  new  district  the  damage  done  in  the  first 
year  is  very  .serious,  and  in  part-  of  North  Georgia  between 
La  Grange  and  Atlanta  it  is  hard  to  describe  the  extent  of 
the  damage.  In  many  cast's  large  jilants  had  not  a  .single 
flower  (square)  or  young  boll  left,  the  plant  had  been  .strip¬ 
ped  of  everything  e.xcejit  half-a-dozen  semi-matured  Ixills  at 
the  foot,  and  most  of  the.se  were  pierced  by  tbe  lioll  weevil. 
The  rc'sult  has  b(*en  to  create  a  feeling  of  alarm  amongst  the 
planters  in  this  district  which  will  almost  certainly  lead  to 
a  reduction  of  acrc*age  next  .vear,  and  this  applies  over  a 
very  considerable  art*a  of  (ountrv.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  in  former  years  the*  crop  in  Gc'orgia  was  the  second 
largest  of  all  the  State's. 

Move.ment  Towauiik  l)iM,Rsnv  OK  Crops. 

But  jierhaps  the  strongc'st  factor  in  the  qiicxstion  of  the 
f'tture  acreage  is  the  cry  for  diversification  which  has  come 
as  the  re.sult  of  the*  war  conditions  and  has  ajiparently  come 
to  stay.  The  jiosition  of  the  cotton  growers  has  for  some 
years  bac  k  bc*«*n  gradtiallx  changing.  In  the  old  days  they 
grew  practically  nothing  but  cotton  and  Ixittght  all  their 
supplies.  Even  bc'torc  the  war,  however,  the  jirices  thev  were 
paying  for  supplies  wc>rc*  making  a  .serious  inroad  on  the 
profits  from  the  cotton,  and  the  cnormou.s  rise  in  the  jirice 
of  cereals  and  other  focKlstuffs  during  the  war  has  brought 
matters  to  a  head.  very  strong  agitation  has  been  going 
on  to  remcnly  this  state  of  affairs  by  introducing  a  crop  rota¬ 
tion,  which  woulcl  not  only  give  the  planter  more  variccl 
crops  but  would  also  be  a  much  sounder  policy  for  the  land 


Iroai  an  agricultural  jioint  of  view.  The  Government  have 
themselves  been  jimshing  this  policy,  and  1  think  most  of  the 
delegates  at  the  Gonference*  were  convinced,  first  that  the 
jilantcrs  in  the  south  arc  determined  to  adopt  this  policy, 
riglu  or  wrong,  and  sc^cond  that  it  is  probably  right.  It 
may  be  hojied  that  in  the  long  run  its  adcqition  w  ill  not  result 
in  any  reduction  of  the  cotton  crop.  Diversification  and 
more  intelligent  farming  would  certainly  lead  to  much 
hetter  cultivation,  and  everyone  admits  that  a  larger  yield 
of  cotton  per  acre  could  c-asily  be  obtained  throughout 
.\menca,  if  more  ellicient  nic'thods  were  adopted  in  such 
mattc'is  as  sc'od  sc'lection,  the  use  of  fertilisers,  etc.,  but  the 
fact  must  be*  faced  that  the  rc'generation  of  the  ordinary 
small  planter  on  these  lines  will  take  a  great  deal  of  time, 
and  it  is  very  probable  that  the  reduction  in  acreage  will 
come  fii'b*^,  and  the  increased  yield  per  acre  not  till  some  time 
later.  It  must,  of  course,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  weather 
during  the  five  years  of  the  war  has  been  abnormally  un¬ 
fortunate.  We  have  now  had  live  bad  years  in  succession 
(four  years  of  drought  and  one  of  flocci),  and  the  chances  are 
that  next  year  weather  conditions  should  be  more  favourable 
with  a  correspondingly  higher  average  yield  per  acre.  The 
(limate  of  the*  Cotton  Belt,  however,  is  so  unreliable*  that 
this  chance  cannot  lx*  countc'd  on. 

Position  i.v  Te.x.is. 

riit*  ciuc‘.stion  of  climate*  again  is  likely  to  affex  t  the 
acicage  in  Texas,  which  it  must  be  remembered  is  the  largest 
cotton-yielding  State  in  the  Belt,  and  was  re.sjKin.sible  in 
pre-war  years  for  the  great<*r  part  of  the  annual  increase  of 
the  acreage.  The  opinion  is  now  gaining  ground  that 
cotton  has  bc*«*n  pushed  too  far  in  Texas,  that  in  many  of 
the  new  districts,  espc'cially  in  the  West,  the  rainfall  is 
normally  inadequate,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  .acreage  in 
Texas,  instc'ad  of  continuing  to  increase,  will  remain  under 
jirci-war  rc»cords.  .Vnother  small  factor  tending  in  the  same 
direction  is  that  in  many  parts  of  Texas  the  intrcKluction 
of  cattle  as  an  aspect  of  diversification  was  imiiossible, 
ow  ing  to  the  existence  of  a  cattle  tick.  The  Federal  Dc'jiart- 
mc*nt  of  Agriculture  seem  now  to  have  gained  control  of 
this  pest,  and  it  is  likely  that  cattlc'-dc*aling  in  Texas  will 
rc'cover  at  the  expense  of  cotton,  to  .-ome  extent  at  leasi. 
.Vgain,  the  development  of  the  nc*w  oilfields  in  Western 
Texa.s,  though  not  a  serious  demand  on  labour,  is  a  further 
conn  ter-attraction . 

Prou.ciu.k  M.vximum  Crop. 


To  sum  up,  the  jio-ition  w  ith  regard  to  the  acreage  i-  a* 
follows:  For  at  least  twenty-five  years  before  the  war  the 
acreage  in  America  was  on  the  whole  going  up  steadily,  yet 
thci  increa.sed  crop  was  insufticient  to  meet  the  demand,  and 
prices  were  rising.  During  the  war  the  acreage  h.ts  been 
siibstantiall}'  reduced,  ancl  now  it  is  absolutc'ly  essential 
that  we  should  have  within  the  next  few  yc'ars  a  return  to 
the  pre-war  acreage  and  the  pre-war  rate  of  increase  if  we 
are  to  imnit  the  rc*vi\al  of  demand  to  which  everything 
jioints,  as  soon  .a.s  conditions  become  anything  like  normal 
again.  But  it  is  as  nearly  certain  as  anything  can  be  that 
we  are  not  going  to  have  a  resumption  of  the  pre-war  rate 
of  increase*  of  the  crop.  5N’e  shall  indeed  be  fortunate  if  the 
pre-war  acreage  of  37  millions  is  maintained,  let  alo.te 
excei'ded,  and  we  have  therefore  to  face  the  fai  t  that  lor  » 
good  many  years  to  come  15  million  bale.-  i.-  likely  to  be  the 
maximum  croj*  that  we  could  cxjitct  Irom  Ami'rica  iu.stead 
of  lieing,  as  it  had  become  in  the  years  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  war,  a  fairly  reliable  average. 

The  “.4itu.mnal  Slump.” 


One  point  more  is  of  great  inuMirlance.  Muc’i  has  been 
siiid  in  recent  years  of  the  improved  financial  condition  of 
the  cotton  growers,  and  all  the  etjjlrnce  1  wa.s  able  to  obtain 
certainly  went  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  as  regards  the 
belter  class  of  planters ;  but  there  is  a  very  large  class  of 
small  men,  both  negroes  in  the  .4tlantic  States  and  white 
men  in  Texas  and  the  other  Gulf  States,  whose  financial 
condition  is  still  far  from  satislactory.  Many  of  these  men 
only  take  a  farm  for  one  year  and  are  therefore  known  as 
“‘croppers.”  rhex*  borrow  all  their  supplies  and  live  from 
hand  to  mouth  during  the  season.  If  they  make  a  good 
crop  they  do  fairly  well ;  if  not,  they  simjily  disappear  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  and  leave  their  i  reditors  to  bear  thr 
loss.  It  is  this  class  of  small  planter  who  is  responsible  for 
the  rush  of  cotton  to  the  market  in  the  early  jiart  of  the 
season,  which  cau.ses  the  pressure  to  sell  and  produces  what 
i.s  known  as  the  “autumnal  slump.”  This  ha.s  become  a 
regular  feature  of  the  cotton  ^ea.son,  and  its  importance  is 
much  greater  than  appears  at  first  sight.  The  effect  is  to 
depress  the  pr’ce  every  year  round  about  Dei'ember  to 
-March,  which  is  just  the  most  critical  period  of  the  year 
when  the  planters  are  making  up  their  minds  how  much 
cotton  to  sow.  On  looking  at  the  reiords  of  acr*’ag€, 
especially  since  the  war,  it  i.s  very  noticealde  that  out  of  the 
five  years  this  autumnal  slump  took  place  in  all  hut  four,  and 
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i!)is  oiu'  fxcrptioii,  1018,  wiis  tlic  only  year  ulieii  the  acreage 
a|>iiioa(  hcd  tlie  1018  u-coid.  The  1010  cnjj)  oHers  a  ))ertect 
illustjatioii  of  tile  etlect  of  this  annual  slinni>.  The  price 
began  falling  about  August,  but  the  fall  became  very  marked 
utter  the  Armistice,  and  continued  in  this  country  till 
I'cbriiary,  and  in  America  till  .March  or  .\jtril.  The  rei,ult 
HU'  a  riMluction  of  acreage  of  about  8  per  cent.  That  and 
the  unfortunate  weather  of  this  season  have  resulted  in  a 
very  short  crop  again,  u  ilh  the  coiiseipient  rise  of  {iriccs  to 
higher  levels  than  evei*.  It  need  hardly  Ik?  jmuuIihI  out  that 
ihis  wide  fluctuation  of  juices  is  very  bad  for  all  jiarties 
(.oneeriied,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  attention  of  the 
Trade  should  be  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  thinking  out  ways 
and  means  for  cheeking  it.  It  may  .seem  a  very  extreme 
iueasur<‘  to  propo>t'  that  the  trade  itself  shouhl  lake  stejjs  to 
prevent  a  fall  in  the  price  of  their  raw  material;  but 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  if  the  price  last  year  had  been 
prevented  from  falling  In  low  3d  cents,  there  would  have 
bicn  no  lU'ed  for  it  to  rise  this  ^I'asou  to  40  cents.  1  he  matter 
is  one  of  urgency  beeau.se  tiu're  is  reason  to  believe  that  a 
similar  slumj)  may  occur  again  this  winter,  and  it  it  does 
the  result  will  certainly  be  as  tadore.  an  uusati'faetnry 
ac'-cagi!  and  a  croj)  much  too  >-110111  for  the  j'lobable  re(|Uire- 
iiieiit--  of  the  world  in  the  season  l!t2n-21. 


TRADE  IN  SOUTH  CHINA. 

A  VISIT  TO  SWATOW,  FOOCHOW  AND  AMOY. 

{From  //..I/,  f  'um  mrrnal  Sn-ri  /n  rt/ .) 

llo.MiKO.Nd. 

ilaviiig  retiinu'il  iroin  a  visit  to  tlie  2joits  ot  Swatow, 
Amov  and  Fooidiow,  a  review  of  the  trade  situation  in 
these  areas  should  be  of  interest  to  lliitish  traders. 
Trade  has  to  a  certain  e.xtent  been  disturbed  by  tlie  con¬ 
fused  political  situation  in  the  interior.  So  tar  as 
foreign  merchants  are  e  oncernccl,  interference  with 
trade  is  shown  rather  in  the  decreased  demand  lor 
imported  goidils,  and  in  the  unwillingness  of  native 
merchants  to  risk  more  of  their  capital  than  is  abso¬ 
lutely  nei-essary  in  rejil  ■nishing  their  stocks  than  in 
any  direct  attacks  on  foreign  giKxls  in  transit  through 
the  country  districts.  Illegal  seizures,  iiowfver,  of 
"(lods  helonging  to  foreign  finns  have  been  compara¬ 
tively  rare,  and  the  e.xactions  of  likin  and  other  Tax 
stations  arc  hardly  more  onerous  than  u.>>ual.  It  is 
obvious,  however,  that  the  alisence  of  any  responsible 
civil  authority  in  the  greater  part  of  these  Provinces 
must  react  (lisastrouslv  on  all  trade,  domestic  and 
foreign,  and  there  can  be  no  hope  of  any  great  com¬ 
mercial  development  in  thi.s  part  of  China  until  order 
has  been  restored. 

The  trade  and  industries  of  tiie  centres  visited  mt' 
reviewed  below : — 

SMATOW. 

Swatow  is  a  city  with  a  pojmlatiou  estimated  at  about 
*tO.(X)f),  and  has  few  local  industries,  but  i.s  of  imjioitauce  as 
the  seaport  for  a  very  rich  and  thickly-populatml  agricul¬ 
tural  district,  having  an  I'xt  elleut  systiun  of  ( ommuiiications 
by  means  of  inland  waterways. 

In  the.  volume  of  its  trade  it  comes  eighth  iii  the  list  of 
Chinese  jKirts,  the  total  for  last  year  amounting  to  over 
jO.bOO.OUO  Haikwaii  tacds.  .V  n-markabh?  feature  of  the 
trade  of  the  |)ort  is  the  great  jircponderance  of  imjiorts  over 
oxjKirts,  the  value  of  the  former  amounting  to  almost  7o  per 
c-ent.  of  the  total,  aiul  it  is  generally  held  that  the  balance 
ol  trade  must  Im?  rcKlres.sed  by  the  large  sums  remitted 
annually  to  this  district  by  Chinese  settlers  in  fori'ign 
countries. 

Inocstkies. 

There  are  no  large  maiiiifacturiug  establislii'iciits  in  the 
(Kirt  itself  or  in  the  district  for  which  it  serv»‘s  as  the  outlet, 
hut  various  native  industries  jirovide  employment  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  section  of  the  jiojiulation.  One  of  the  jn'incipal 
industries  is  the  manufacture  of  a  very  coarse  typo  of  jiaper 
of  which  large  quantities  are  shipjied  to  Singapore  and 
Hangkok,  and  amongst  other  important  trades  are  sugar- 
making,  oil-crushing,  and  the  jircjiaration  of  salted 
vogetables.  sugar  mill  was  erected  liere  some  years  ago 
hy  a  foreign  firm,  but  owing  to  the  glowing  competition  of 
hormosan  and  Java  sugars  it  was  found  imjM>s>^ible  to  work 
d.  and  it  has  recently  lieen  entirely  dismantli  d. 

There  are  two  fruit-canning  establishments  doing  a  fairly 
large  business,  and  a  piojiortion  of  their  outjuit  is  shijijird 
to  the  Straits  Settb-ments  and  other  countries  w  here  Chinese 
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settlers  arc  numerous,  but  the  sanitary  conditions  e.xistiug  in 
these  factories  are  not  siuh  as  to  commend  the  |;roduct.s  to 
European  consumers. 

riiere  is  also  a  small  scK'k-knitting  factory  using  .American 
iiiachinos  ojieratod  hy  steam-jiower,  which,  it  ajipoars,  has 
pi'ovcil  very  succes.;tu!,  esjHvially  .since  the  hi>y<-ott  of 
.lapauese  goiKl--  has  been  in  operation. 

LoC.ll,  TexTIIE  J-NDt  STKlES. 

I  he  iiiiiiiutai  tiire  ol  cotton  cloth  on  native  hand-looms  is 
a  tliriving  iiulustry  throughout  the  district,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  co.ir.se  cloth  known  as  “Nankeen,”  yarn-dyed  jiiecc- 
gt/ods  ot  excellent  quality  are  now  Ix'ing  jiroduced  in  con- 
sidei'ahle  quantities.  For  the  coarsest  tyjie  of  cloth  the  yaru^ 
are  mainly  of  Indian  origin,  the  finer  counts  coming  from 
.Slmiigliai  and  Jajiau.  .V  Hriti>li  firm  at  Swatow  has  devoted 
a  good  deal  of  attciitioii  to  this  industry,  introducing 
patterns  Irom  Jajiaii  and  the  I'liitcd  Kingdom,  and  sugge.st- 
ing  imjiroveuuuits  in  the  iiieiliod  of  manufacture;  and 
altliougli  the  (lotlis  naturally  hu  k  the  “liiiish”  of  .Maiiche.sier 
gi'ods,  they  compare  very  faiouiahly  in  every  other  resjiecL 
w  itli  the  foreign  product.  Originally  all  the  looms  came  from 
Jajiau,  hut  nceutly  they  have  mostly  been  manufactured 
locally  at  about  a  tenth  of  the  cost  of  the  imported  machines. 
I  he  l  ost  of  manufacturo  is  extremely  low,  weavers  reciuviug 
litlle  more  than  a  dollar  a  mouth  in  addition  to  their  food. 

file  manufacturo  tif  hlet  lace  is  also  a  growing  industry, 
and  the  t'xjwirt,  e'jiecially  t<)  the  Pnited  States,  is  increasing. 

Dyes  Wanted. 

(•eniiau  dyes  are  still  being  used,  although  stocks  iiiiisl 
now  he  eNtrcmely  low  and  pricis  are  ton  times  higher  than 
before  the  war.  .Xmeikan  dyes  are  gradually  being  intro¬ 
duced,  hut  the  Chiiiese  do  not  ajipear  to  regard  them  with 
much  tavour,  and  the  manager  ot  one  weaving  establishment 
stated  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  desired  results  he  found  it 
necessary  to  add  a  jiroportion  of  German  colours. 

In  thi.s  coniuM  tion  it  must  he  regarded  as  most  regrettable 
that  Hritish  manufacturers  have  a.s  yet  made  no  serious 
effort  to  introduce  tlie'r  dyes  to  the  (Jhinese  market.  Even 
if  conditions  are  sm  li  that  no  very  consiilorahle  quantities 
of  Mritish  dyes  are  yet  available  for  export,  it  would  appear 
to  he  highly  desirable  that  .sufficient  sujiplies  should  be 
furnished  to  secure  some  slight  footing  in  this  market,  and 
to  familiarise  C'him  se  buyers  with  the  British  product  before 
the  arrival  of  new  stocks  of  (ferman  dyes  renders  comjieti- 
tum  still  more  difficult. 

Other  local  industries  are  the  mauufaeture  of  grass-cloth, 
j)cw  ter,  a  low-grade  soaj>,  and  coarse  glassware. 

Vegetable  Oils. 

The  extiai  tion  of  vegetable  oils  (ground  nut,  pea,  wimd, 
tea,  etc.  l,  which  are  the  juoducts  of  most  interest  to  foreign 
exjioi  tors,  is  ('ffected  entirely  hy  native  methods,  the  common 
Chinese  wexiden  jua-ss  ojierated  by  driving  in  a  st'ries  of 
wedges  being  invariably  mnjiloyed.  The  manager  of  a 
British  firm,  wlii<h,  lesides  hining  the  outjiut  of  various 
small  Cliinese  (oncei  ns,  also  juoduce.s  a  considerable  quantity 
of  ground-nut  oil  in  its  own  j»r*‘mises,  gave  it  as  liis  opinion 
that  this  very  jirimitive  native  method  was  not  only  the 
most  eftcetive  in  securing  the  maximum  yield  of  oil,  but  was 
also  more  economical  than  any  form  of  iiuHhanical  jiress, 
the  cost  of  labour  being  extremely  low. 

In  dovelojiing  it.s  cxjiort  business  at  Swatow  the  firm  above 
referred  to  has  adojited  a  jiolicy  which  deserves  the  careful 
( onsideratioii  of  British  I'xjiorter.s  in  other  jiarts  of  Cliiiia. 
They  have  endeavoured  to  disjiense  as  far  as  jiossihle  not 
merely  with  the  service.s  of  a  compradore,  but  also  with  all 
uniuH-essary  brokers  and  middlemen,  and  instead  of  jiurchas- 
ing  their  oils  in  largo  quantities  from  dealers  established  in 
Swatow,  they  send  Chinese  rejiresentatives  to  hu_v  tip  the 
outjmt  of  some  of  the  inmimerahlo  small  oil  presses 
('stahlishcd  in  every  village  and  tountry  town. 

This  system  naturally  demands  .sjiecial  qualifications  in  the 
men  conducting  the  business.  It  involves  much  additional 
w  ork  and  organisation,  and  is  calculated  to  meet  with  opjiosi- 
tion  from  various  tested  interests,  but  in  endeavouring  to 
reach  the  actual  sources  of  production  and  to  eliminate  un¬ 
necessary  commissions,  it  would  sqem  to  be  the  most  logical 
method  of  develojiiug  the  natural  re'ources  of  tlie  country, 
and  it  also  tends  to  (liei-k  the  jiracticc  of  adulteration,  for 
v  Inch  the  dealers  are  mainly  respouHible. 

It  is  naturally  imjMiS'ihlc  to  say  how  far  the  system  would 
bo  .ijiplicahle  to  other  tr.adc's  and  other  localities,  but  in  the 
particular  instance  refirrod  to  the  firm  concerned  apjiears 
to  he  well  satistii'd  with  the  --ucct'ss  of  its  exjierimenf. 

I  MPORT  Trade. 

.\  very  large  jirojxirtion  of  the  imjiort  trade  of  Swatow 
consists  I'f  Chinese  jiroduce  cind  fooilstuffs,  esjieeially  bean- 
( akc,  rice  and  flour.  Of  the  foreign  imports,  cotton  piece- 
giMids.  cotton  yarn,  kerosene,  matelies.  medicines,  and  soap 
arc  among  the  most  imjiortant. 
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Nil  great  fJeinaii.l  lor  iiiatliinery  lia-,  yet  been  developed. 
IjiU  tliere  would  seem  to  l>«'  a  good  opening  (under  normal 
conditions!  for  «.]o(lric  lighting  jdants,  marine*  motors  ol 
light  weight  and  simple  construction,  and  jMissihly  for  small 
rice  mills.  Much  pioneer  work  would,  however,  have  to  be 
undertaken  in  creating  a  demand  for  these  or  other  types  ol 
imo  hiiiery,  and  the  manufacturer  must  be  prepared  to  share 
witli  the  hnal  merchant  the  initial  expense  that  would 
necessarily  be  involved. 

A'  regards  elcftric  lighting  installations,  it  is  understood 
thill  a  fiiir  number  ol  the  .\merican  ‘•|)elc<i''  plants  Imve 
alreaily  Ini  n  sold  in  this  distric  t,  and  there  is  no  doubt  tlmi 
('hina  offer.s  a  very  fiivourable  market  foi  small  installations 
of  thi>i  tyjn  . 

K.xroitT  Tkadk. 

A-«  in  the  (ase  ol  imports,  the  export  trade  of  .Swatow  i* 
mainly  in  (’hinese  hands,  jind  lon.sist.s  largely  of  vegetables, 
tresh  and  preserv'd,  fruits,  sugar,  soy,  coars<>  paper,  fan*, 
umbrelhis,  and  native  goods  and  comestibles  of  all  kiiuU 
shipped  to  Hongkong,  and  to  countries  such  as  the  Straits 
Se£tlcment.s  and  Java  having  a  largo  Chinese  population. 
Some  of  these  trades  have  been  seriously  interfered  with  by 
the  ojipressive  measures  of  the  present  rulers  of  tlu*  distrid. 
the  iireserving  industry  being  particularly  alfi'cted  by  the 
extortionate  prices  now  demanded  for  salt. 

The  staples  of  most  interest  to  foreign  lonsumers  are 
vegetable  oils,  lard,  groundnuts,  feather.s,  hides,  fihre.s. 
hamlMH),  grass  cloth  and  laee.  The  first-named  is  of  special 
importance  in  view  of  the  pre.sent  wculd  shortage  of  I'dihle 
fats,  and  the  trade  should  he  eaiiahle  of  very  eonsiderahle 
development. 

Fobkion  Fik.ms. 

In  addition  to  the  shipping  interests  and  the  oil  and  tobae.  o 
companies,  there  are  four  British  firms  doing  a  general 
imikirt  and  export  business,  and  otlier  Hongkong  firms  arc 
contemplating  the  estahli.shment  of  branches  in  Swatow. 

Ther<>  is  one  French  firm  doing  a  small  business:  also  one 
American  firm  has  a  rej)rcs<*ntative  at  Swatow.  .Tajian  i*. 
r.  prc  l  ilted  by  a  leading  hank,  two  large  merchant  lion -vs. 
and  a  nnmher  ol  small  dealer>. 

(.ienerally  speaking,  a  \isit  to  this  jiori  lea\es  one  witli 
the  impre.ssion  that  Swatow  possesses  iindonhted  i»essihilitie.> 
.IS  a  ti'aile  centre,  and  that  given  a  reasonably  (‘Ificient  pro- 
\  im  lal  administration,  there  should  he  good  prospects  of 
<  oiisiderahle  exjiansion  in  the  future. 

ill  one  respect — the  entire  ahseme  of  any  likiii  stations 
throiiglioiii  the  Prelect  me  of  ( ’h'ao  (')ioii  it  is  exceptionally 
favoured,  and  in  normal  time.s  importeis  of  foreign  giKids 
have  little  to  complain  of  in  the  way  of  extra-Treaty  taxation. 
1  .Ni.A N 1)  Com m i  X i cation s . 

t  ommunication.s  witli  the  interior  are  maintained  mainly 
b_\  means  of  launeh  and  jiink  traftie  on  the  rivers  and  creeks 
intersecting  the  country  in  every  direction.  Swatow  and 
Ch’ao  Chon  Fu  arc  the  lieathiiiarters  of  numerous  companie' 
I'liiiiiiiig  regular  .servici's  of  jiasscnger  launches  (steam  and 
motor),  ami  if  the  country  were  administered  with  authority 
there  can  he  no  donht  that  the  diwelopment  of  trade  in  th<‘ 
inland  waterways  would  he  extremely  rapid. 

.Many  of  the  Chinese  Iniats  are  of  an  unsuitahie  type. 
Iiaving  tiMi  deep  a  draiiglit  for  navigation  during  a  great 
part  ol  the  year,  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  most 
of  the  i-onceriis  engaged  in  the  trade  are  in  serious  financial 
difficulties. 

.V  British  firm  owns  five  motor  boats  plying  in  these 
wateis,  and  appears  to  he  nuHding  with  a  fair  measure  of 
success  in  spite  of  fhe  piescnt  very  unfavourable  conditions. 
The  beats  used  by  ibis  firm  are  w  ootleti  vessels  with  a  draught 
of  “24  inches,  built  under  their  own  supervision  and  eqtiipped 
with  Bolindcr  engines. 

W  ith  the  exception  of  two  small  motor  boats  operated  by 
a  French  firm,  the  other  vessels  engaged  in  this  trade  are 
all  ow  ned  by  (Chinese. 

The  railway  iM'lween  .Swatow  and  Ch'ao  Chou  Fit  is  being 
operated  under  even  more  adverse  conditions  than  the 
lat'iicli  companies,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  train 
services  (two  daily,  each  wav')  can  still  be  maintained.  No 
tnoney  is  aviiilablc  for  A’ery  necessary  repairs  and  replace¬ 
ments. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  construction  of  additional 
linos  connecting  the  various  centre,s  in  this  district  would 
not  merely  develop  the  trade  of  tlie  country  but  would, 
under  normal  circumstances,  lie  remunerative  enterprisi's. 

Minim;. 

During  the  war  a  birgi  business  was  done  in  wolfram, 
tungsten,  and  (to  a  smaller  extent)  molybdenite,  but  for  the 
time  being  the  e.xjMUt  of  tliesf  minerals  has  practically 
ceased. 

Amongst  other  ores  known  to  exist  in  the  district  are 
grapliile,  bismuth,  lead,  copper,  and  silver,  but  tliey  have 
not  yet  been  developed  on  a  commen  ial  scale.  An  American 
iinning  syndicate  has  for  some  time  past  been  investigating 
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the  mineral  ri'smirces  of  this  part  of  Kwangtiing,  but  it  i* 
stated  that  uj)  to  the  present  no  \ery  tangil»le  results  have 
been  attaiiioil.  Coal  is  known  to  exist  iii  many  localities,  but 
diffii  iilties  of  traiisiwu  t  render  its  ex|)loitatioii  expensive, 
and  so  far  it  lia.s  been  found  to  be  more  tx i>nonii(.*al  to 
iiiijM>rt  Hongay  and  Japanese  coal. 

British  Bank  W'antku. 

Due  iKiiiit  on  wliicb  mudi  stn-ss  was  laid  was  the  lack  of 
b;i  iking  facilities,  no  British  liank  having  yet  consid.-red  it 
i  xpcdient  to  oi>en  a  branch  at  Swatow  .  A  hnal  firm  IioIiIn 
the  agency  of  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Cor- 
jioiation,  but  apart  trom  the  fact  that  their  functions  arc 
restricted  to  certain  .special  departments  of  lianking  biisiiios, 
it  is  not  in  all  cases  conienient  for  a  merchant  to  disclose  lii> 
tiaiisactions  to  anoilicr  firm  in  the  same'  line  of  trade,  and 
as  a  (onset|Uinco  a  large  proportion  of  tbi'  commerce  of  the 
pol  l  is  financed  througli  the  'I’aiw  an  Bank,  w  liicli  has  opened 
.-III  ofhee  in  Swatow ,  or  tlirungb  Chinese  bankers.  There  arc 
no  doubt  excellent  rea.soiis,  including  the  absence  of  any 
sound  local  currency,  to  exjilain  the  reluctance  of  Britisli 
banks  to  establish  tliemsclvt's  at  Swatow,  but  it  would  cer¬ 
tainly  tend  to  place  the  trade  of  the  port  on  a  sounilcr  loot¬ 
ing  il  they  should  find  it  possible  to  do  so. 

AMOV. 

From  a  commercial  j»oint  of  view  -Vmoy  1ms  bt'cn  steadily 
on  tlie  down  grade  lor  several  years  past,  and  there  appears 
to  be  no  immedRitc  prospect  of  improvement.  The  total 
trade  for  1918  was  valiii*'!  at  less  than  f4,(K)0,00(}  taels,  ot 
w  hich  exports  accounted  for  only  2,'>(K),(KK)  taels.  The  loss  of 
till  ForniiKsan  tea  trade  was  a  serious  blow  to  the  prosperity 
of  till'  port,  and  no  sustained  effort  lias  _\et  la-en  made  to 
off.set  this  loss  liy  the  development  of  the  natural  resourci's 
of  the  district. 

l.Ml'OItTS. 

The  imports  arc  mainly  foodstnft.s — rice,  beans,  and  Hour — 
I  rom  Xorth  China  .  beaucake,  sugar,  and  medicines.  Dl 
imports  of  foreign  origin  the  mixst  important  are  piece-goods, 
cotton  yarn,  kerosene  oil,  and  cigarettes ;  but,  with  the  ix- 
leption  of  the  two  articles  last  mentioned,  flic  imjiort  trade  is 
almost  entirely  in  the  bunds  of  Chinese  dealers,  who  make 
tlicir  jnircha.scs  in  Sliangliai  and  Hongkong.  Besides  flic 
'hipiiing  companies  and  the  banks,  tliere  ai'c  two  Britisli 
firms  doing  a  general  imjiort  and  export  bitsines.s,  but  their 
intciTsts  have  not  been  extensive  since  the  disappearance  of 
tile  tea  busini'ss. 

Kxi’orts. 

'I'nc  small  export  trade  eonsi.sts  almost  exclusively  of  the 
^iiipment  of  toodstutts  and  other  requisites  to  Singapore, 
J:iv;i.  and  neighbouring  countries  having  a  largo  Chine>e 
po|nihuion.  There  arc  also  small  shipments  of  bricks,  tiles, 
and  iron  pans  to  Hongkong  and  other  southern  jiorts,  hut 
:ipart  from  these  purely  native  trades,  only  otic  article — 
narci'siis  bulbs — was  mentioned  to  me  as  being  exjiorteJ 
from  Amoy  to  toreign  countries. 

Tliei'e  lias  been  a  great  development  of  the  cultivation  of 
opium  in  the  neighlioiirhood  of  Amoy  during  the  past  two 
years,  and  whilst  most  of  the  output  is  consumed  locally, 
the  illicit  export  is  believed  to  have  attained  very  coiisider- 
:il)le  dimensions. 

'I'lie  sbipimuit  of  emigrants  to  the  Straits  Settlements  anil 
other  places  where  Chinese  labour  is  in  demand  is,  however, 
by  far  the  most  inijiortant  feature  of  Amoy’s  foreign  coiii- 
merce.  and  the  large  sums  of  money  remitted  or  brought  back 
hv  tiievo  men  serve,  as  at  Swatow,  to  adjust  the  fialame  of 
trade 

Whether  anything  could  be  done  to  develop  new  lines  of 
i-xport  and  import  trade  is  a  question  on  which  a  Hying 
visit  to  the  port  Inirdly  qualifies  one  to  express  an  opinion, 
hut  difficulties  of  transport  and  the  lack  of  natural  jiroducts 
suitabh*  tor  industrial  uses  render  the  prospects  h*ss  promis¬ 
ing  than  at  the  uoighlxntring  port  of  Swatow.  In  any  ca.se 
the  present  time  is  jiarticiilarly  unfavourable  for  any  such 
experiments,  and  the  restoiatiou  of  a  settled  form  of  Govern¬ 
ment  must  he  the  first  preliminary  to  atiy  expansion  of  trade. 

iNUf.STIilKS. 

The  only  industries  of  any  importanee  existing  in  the  di.*- 
trict  surrounding  .\mov  are  brick  and  tile  making,  the 
m.iuufaeturc  of  jiapor,  fireworks,  and  iron  {>ans,  and  there 
are  also  a  eoujile  of  canning  establish  men  ts  preparing  fruit, 
legetahles,  and  (’hinese  dolieaei(>s  of  various  kinds. 

riiere  is  an  ele<  trie  light  installation  at  .\moy.  w  ith  a 
eapai  ity  of  500  kilow  atts,  equipped  w  ith  Babcock  and  Wilco.x 
boilers  and  -American  generators.  There  is  also  an  ice 
f;ictory  iiroducing  about  four  tons  a  day,  the  mac  hinery  being 
-American,  and  smaller  electrical  and  ice-making  plants  have 
been  established  for  the  use  of  residents  at  Ku  Lang  Su. 

In  the  interior  very  few  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  tlu*^ 
district  have  yet  bi'en  provided  witli  eliH-trieity,  and  there 
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blioiilcl  undoubtedly  be  good  opportunities  tor  business  in  this 
tlirt'ftion  wlien  conditions  ate  more  settled.  Apart  from 
electrical  installations  the  country  supplied  through  Amoy 
would  not  sc'cm  to  otter  a  very  favourable  market  for 
jiiachinery,  the  lack  of  cojumunications  and  the  absence  of 
raw  materials  suitable  for  manufacture  remlering  any  great 
industrial  development  more  than  usually  dittieult. 

.Mining  is  still  entirely  undeveloped,  the  difficulties  of 
tiansportation  of  goods  an^.  pioduce  up  colunlry  a  slow  and 
ot  the  coal,  iron,  graphite,  and  other  minerals  known  to  exist 
in  this  part  of  Fulikien,  and  very  little  has  yet  been  done 
to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  the  district. 

CtRUE.NCV. 

.\t  .\moy  the  currency  emplojvd  in  most  commercial  trans¬ 
actions  is  a  purely  tictitious  unit  known  as  the  “Spanish” 
dollar,  not  represented  by  any  coin  but  treated  as  being 
practically  c(tui\alent  to  the  Jlongkong  dollar.  When  pay¬ 
ments  have  to  1k'  made  in  hard  cash  the  equivalent  in  silver 
dollars  has  to  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  exchange  ruling 
on  tl'.at  day,  and  at  the  present  time  this  involves  a  discount 
of  about  15  per  cent,  on  “Spanish”  dollars,  cheques,  notes, 
and  drafts.  It  is  dittieult  to  see  what  advantage  accrues  from 
this  peculiar  arrangement  (beyond  the  fact  that  it  is  doubt¬ 
less  convenient  in  some  respc'cts  to  have  a  currency  practically 
at  a  parity  with  that  of  Hongkong),  and  it  obviously  tends 
to  complicate  business  transactions  and  accounts. 

It  is  believed  that  the  mercantile  community  would 
welcome  the  adoption  l)y  the  British  banks  of  the  silver  or 
“.Mexican”  dollar  as  the  local  unit  of  currency,  but  there  are 
doubtless  special  difficulties  in  the  way  of  t'tt’ecting  this 
alteration  at  present  owing  to  the  shortage  of  silver  and  the 
jirohibition  against  its  export  from  Hongkong.  The  Taiwan 
Bank  already  issues  silver  yen  notes,  payable  locally  at  their 
lace  value,  and  keeps  accounts  in  that  currency. 

Co M  UXI CATION s . 

Trade  with  the  interior  is  hampered  by  the  lack  of  navig¬ 
able  waterways  and  of  passable  roads.  The  only  railway  in 
the  district,  designed  to  connect  .Vmoy  with  the  city  of  Chang 
(hou  Fu,  but  never  completed,  is  at  pre.sent  interrupted 
owing  to  the  occupation  of  Chang  Chou  by  the  Southern 
troops,  and  in  any  case  its  engines,  rolling  stock,  and  rails 
have  been  so  neglected  as  to  be  little  better  than  scrap-iron. 

There  are  some  twenty  steam  launches  plying  between 
.\nioy  and  Chuanchou,  .Vnhai,  and  other  towns  on  the  coast 
and  estuary,  but  most  of  the  streams  are  not  navigable 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  by  any  but  the  smallest 
native  boats.  Some  of  the  launches  engaged  in  this  trade 
are  owned  by  Japanese,  others  by  British,  Spanish,  and 
Portuguese  subjects  of  Chinese  extraction,  and  tlie  remainder 
by  Chinese.  The  traffic  suffers  less  than  at  Swatow  from 
military  exactions,  but  it  docs  not  appear  to  be  a  very  profit¬ 
able  business  or  to  be  capable  of  any  gieat  expansion. 

The  hilly  and  difficult  nature  of  the  country  renders  the 
transportation  ot  goods  ami  jii'oduce  up  country  a  slow  and 
expensive  business. 

FOOCHOW. 

.4t  Foochow  one  finds  the  note  of  pessimism  as  to  the 
outlook  for  trade  even  more  accentuated  than  at  .\moy.  So 
far  as  foreign  merchants  are  concerned,  the  prosperity  of 
the  port  has  hitherto  been  Ixnind  up  with  that  of  the  te.a 
trade  and  has  steadily  declined  in  .symiiathy  with  the  falling 
off  in  that  business.  lilany  of  tbe  old  tea  hongs  have  clo.sed 
down,  and  in  other  cases  one  man  has  no  particular  difficulty 
in  looking  after  the  interests  of  several  firms  formerly 
employing  large  .staffs  of  their  own.  The  present  season 
has  .seen  a  slight  recovery  owing  to  the  re-opening  of  British 
and  other  markets  closed  by  the  war,  but  the  local  merchants 
do  not  anticipate  any  permanent  revival  of  trade,  and 
appear  to  regard  it  a,s  inevitable  that,  apart  from  a  small 
demand  for  certain  particular  varieties  of  high-priced  teas 
appealing  to  a  very  limited  public,  the  more  scientific 
methods  of  cultivation  and  distribution  adopted  by  the 
planters  of  India,  Ceylon,  and  Java  should  practically  oust 
China  teas  from  the  markets  of  the  world.  It  is  at  least 
obvious  that  only  f)y  verv  drastic  reforms  in  the  loi  al 
metluHls  of  t<'a-growing  coidd  the  trade  1>e  restored  to  the 
former  jio.sition,  and  no  serious  efforts  in  this  direction  have 
yet  been  even  suggest «h1. 

Exports. 

The  export  of  timber,  especially  fir  poles,  has  always  been 
an  important  trade  at  Foochow,  but  it  is  almost  entirely  a. 
domestic  business,  and  until  recent  years  was  solely  in 
Chinese  hands.  .\  fewr  years  ago  the  China  Import  and 
Export  Lumber  Company  established  a  saw  mill  at  Pagoda 
Anchorage,  and  has  been  doing  a  considerable  business,  and 
there  are  also  a  Japanese  and  two  Chinese  sawmills.  It  is 
understood,  however,  that  the  more  acessible  sources  of 
supply  are  rapidly  being  exhausted,  and  that  within  a  few' 
.rears  logs  of  suitable  size  will  probably  be  unprocurable.  A 
certain  amount  of  afforestation  has  been  undertaken,  but 
not  on  an  adequate  and  scientific  scale. 
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There  is  a  large  export  of  paper,  but  of  commodities 
interesting  to  foreign  shippers  the  only  local  products 
shipped  in  any  considerable  quantities  are  tea,  tea  oil,  tea 
seed  cake,  lacquer  ware  and  camphor.  Shipments  of  tea  oil 
ameunted  last  year  to  about  2,.30(J  piculs,  and  of  tea-seed 
ca''e  (all  to  Formosa)  to  some  24,000  piculs.  The  camphor 
bu^iness  has  shrunk  to  very  sniall  dimensions,  amounting 
last  year  to  only  424  piculs,  all  taken  by  Japan.  It  is  stated 
that  tlie  camphor  resources  of  the  district  are  far  from 
being  exhausted,  1  ut  that  the  competition  of  the  Japanese 
monopoly  render  any  attempt  to  develop  them  difficult,  if 
not  impossible. 

I-MPORTS. 

As  regards  imports,  the  situation  seems  to  be  at  least 
as  unsatisfactory,  brigandage  and  disorder  in  the  interior 
interfering  with  commerce  to  a  very  serious  extent,  and  one 
is  chiefly  surprised  to  find  that  trade,  even  on  its  present 
iimit<d  scale,  is  at  all  possible. 

3\itli  the  c.xcejition  of  the  kero.sene  oil  and  cigarette 
trades,  which  are  well  established  and  making  good  progress 
in  spite  ot  the  chaotic  political  situation,  the  import  trade 
(other  than  Jajiauese)  is  almost  exclusively  in  Chinese 
hands,  supplies  being  obtained  from  Shanghai  and  Hongkong. 
Oiii.'  reason  for  the  disinclination  ot  foreign  firms  to  import 
piece-goods  and  other  commodities  on  their  own  account  is 
the  local  system  of  extended  credit,  dealers  absolutely  de¬ 
clining  to  do  business  on  a  cash  basis  and  merchants  being 
equally  indisposed  to  allow  payment  to  be  deferred  for  one, 
two  or  three  months. 

Co.M  .M  UNICATIONS . 

In  the  matter  of  means  of  communication  w  ith  the  interior 
!  oocliow  is  very  badly  .served,  the  Min  river  being  navigable 
by  steam  launches  only  as  far  as  Shuikowfu  (alxnit  70  miles), 
and  none  of  the  smaller  streams  and  tributaries  being 
accessible  to  any  vessels  other  than  native  boats.  The  dis¬ 
trict  is  extremely  rugged  and  mountainous,  rendering  the 
conveyance  of  merchandise  overland  a  slow  and  costly 
bu.siness,  and  placing  almost  impassable  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  any  development  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the 
province.  There  are  about  twenty  steam  launches,  some 
flying  the  British  flag,  carrying  freight  and  passengers  be¬ 
tween  FoikIiow  and  various  coast  towns,  but  owing  to  keen 
competition  and  the  unfavourable  trade  situation  the 
liusines-,  is  not  a  vi'rv  profitable  one. 

River  Conserv.ancy. 

A  scheme  for  imjiroving  navigation  on  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Min  river  is  in  progress,  and  funds  for  the  work  are 
already  being  collected  by  means  of  shipping  dues.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  total  cost  will  be  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  l,000,0fX)  dols.,  and  that  the  proposed  dredging  and 
draining  works  will  result  in  having  a  channel  with  a 
minimum  depth  of  10  ft,,  giving  a  depth  of  16  or  17  feet  at 
high  water. 

There  seems  to  be  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  regular  coasting  steamers  will  derive  much  benefit  from 
the  proposed  improvements,  but  in  any  case  the  fact  that 
launches  and  their  tows  will  be  enabled  to  ply  between 
Foochow  and  Pagoda  Anchorage  at  any  stage  of  the  tide 
should  bo  of  considerable  advantage  to  the  trade  of  the 
port. 

Currency. 

As  at  .Swatow  and  Amoy  the  dollar  used  in  commercial 
transactions  at  Foochow  is  a  weight  of  silver,  not  an  actual 
coin,  and  the  dollars  of  various  types  circulating  in  the  port, 
in  many  cases  “chopped”  and  defaced  beyond  recognition, 
arc  not  accepted  by  count,  but  are  practically  treated  as 
sycee.  The  value  of  the  Foochow  dollar,  as  compared  with 
Hongkong  currency,  is  constantly  fluctuating.  It  is  at 
present  at  a  premium  of  about  15  per  cent.,  thereby  further 
increasing  the  difficulties  of  the  export  trade. 

The  establishment  of  a  uniform  national  currency  for 
China  would  undoubtedly  be  a  great  boon  to  merchants 
trading  at  these  Southern  Coast  ports,  whose  trade  is  at 
present  hampered  by  the  existence  of  special  local  systems 
even  more  clumsy  and  complicated  than  those  found  in  ether 
parts  of  the  country. 

Japanese  Boycott. 

At  each  of  the  ports  visited  enquiries  were  made  as  to  the 
effects  produced  by  the  boycott  of  Japanese  goods,  and  whilst 
it  w  as  impossible  to  obtain  any  exact  statistics,  the  informa¬ 
tion  furnished  made  it  clear  that  .Tapanese  merchants  and 
ship  owners  have  undoubtedly  suffered  a  very  severe  loss 
of  trade. 

At  Swatow  it  was  stated  that  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the 
cargo  coolies  and  lightermen  to  discharge  Japanese  cargo 
the  shipping  companies  in  Japan  had  been  advised  to  defer 
shipments  for  the  pre.sent,  and  'although  at  the  other  ports 
the  same  difficulty  was  not  encountered  in  taking  delivery, 
arrivals  had  fallen  off  heavily. 
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Notes  on  Trade 


[Tr/n7«  every  care  is  exercised  to  ensure  the  accuracy  of 
any  explanatory  articles  or  notes  relating  to  Acts,  Begula- 
tions,  Orders,  etc.,  published  in  the  ^‘Journal,”  it  must  be 
understood  that  such  explanations  are  necessarily  in  the 
nature  of  summaries,  and  cannot  be  quoted  as  authoritative 
legal  interpretations  of  the  text  of  the  documents  ihem~ 
sdves.] 


NOTES  ON  TRADE — continued. 


hats,  hair  grease,  cod-liver  oil,  sardines,  olive  oil,  glass, 
lamp  wicks,  tumblers,  wall-lamps,  velvets,  silk  and  silk 
handkerchiefs,  manufactured  leather  goods,  dyes, 
decaiiters,  glass  bai’s. 

European  demand:  Clothing,  woollen  articles, 
helmets,  shoes,  waterproofs  and  all  articles  in  common 
use  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


GERMAN  ACTIVITY  IN  CANADA. 

.\  coj»y  of  an  illustrated  circular  sent  by  a  well-known 
German  hardware  finn  to  certain  importing  firms  at 
Quebec  may  be  consulted  on  application  to  the  Enquiry 
Room  of  the  Department  of  t)verse*as  Trade,  do.  Old 
Queen  Street,  S.W.l. 

study  of  the  circular  is  iiiteresting,  as  it  has  been 
prepared’ in  English,  giving  all  the  necessary  details 
with  regard  to  prices  and  sizes — in  English  currency 
and  measurements.  Prices  ipioted  are  subject  to  an 
advance  of  150  i)er  cent. 

A  German  manufacturer  of  trouserings  and  suiting^; 
recently  corresponded  with  a  manufacturers’  agent  m 
Toronto,  stating  a  desire  to  establish  trade  relations. 
Not  recei\ing  a  reply  from  the  local  importer,  the 
German  wrote  again  stating  that,  as  he  had  not  heard 
from  the  Ontario  corresj>ondent,  samples  were  being 
forwarded  for  his  inspection,  and  he  further  expressed 
the  wish  to  establish  business  relations. 

I'he  materials  arc  of  cotton  back  with  Avorsted  face 
of  low  grade.  The  prices  quoted  f.o.b.  German  factory 
vary  from  tO  marks  to  82  marks  per  yard,  similar  goods 
of  German  manufacture  selling  in  the  Toronto  market 
before  the  war  at  fi-om  2s.  Cd.  to  -Is.  per  yard.  To 
take  two  e.xamjihs,  the  material  now  quoted  at  40 
marks  was  quoted  in  1911  at  2s.  6d.  per  yard;  and  the 
material  now  cpioted  at  48. dO  marks  was  quoted  in 
1914  at  3s.  per  yard.  The  terms  in  1914  were  2i 
per  cent.  (K)  days.  The  present  terms  are  cash  against 
bill  of  lading,  j)riees  subject  to  market  fluctuations. 

Before  the  war  similar  goods  of  Gennan  manufac¬ 
ture  were  sold  in  Canada  by  merchants  resident  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  A  comparison  of  prices  of  goods 
sold  in  that  waj-  to  buyers  in  the  Toronto  area,  and 
of  goods  purchased  by  local  imiwrtei’s  direct  from 
German  manufacturers,  shows  a  ditference  of  one  penny 
per  yard  more  for  the  materials  purchased  in  the  former 
manner. 


PROMOTION  OF  ANGLO-AMERICAN  TRADE. 

According  to  a  prominent  mendier  of  a  Commerial 
Delegation  recently  back  from  the  United  States,  there 
is  a  general  desire  among  American  manufacturers  and 
merchants  that  the  I'nited  Kingdom  should  begin  to 
sell  to  America  not  only  the  lines  which  they  fonnerly 
exported  to  that  country,  but  many  otliers,  even  if 
the  quantities  are  not  large.  Their  idea  is  that  if  the 
individual  items  of  sale  be  si)read  over  a  large  ntimber 
of  people  oji  both  sides  it  would  bring  about  a  better 
feeling,  and  the  Americans  would  be  better  able  to  under¬ 
stand  the  view-point  of  the  United  Kingdom  than  they 
have  yet  been  able  to  do  through  mutual  commercial 
intercourse. 


MOTOR  TRANSPORT  IN  AMERICAN 
INDUSTRIES. 

According  to  infonnation  gathered  from  the 
■■  I*hi].idc‘lj)hia  Public  Ledger  "and  sent  by  H.M.  Con¬ 
sul-General  at  Philadeli)hia,  the  develoinnent  of  the 
motor  truck  as  a  commercial  freight  cairier  has  attained 
greater  proportions  in  the  industrial  territorj-  around 
Cleveland  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  country,  this 
being  partly  due  to  the  impetus  given  the  movemejit 
by  the  establishment  of  traffic  bureaux,  and  an  educa¬ 
tional  campaign  backed  by  the  Cleveland  and  Akron 
motor  and  rubber  industry  leaders. 

A  daily  service  is  now  maintained  between  Cleve¬ 
land,  Detroit,  Pittsburgh,  Toledo  and  Yoimgstown, 
w  hich  is  utilized  by  manufactured,  jobbers  and  whole¬ 
salers  as  a  quicker  means  of  obtaining  some  materials, 
and  of  delivering  prcnlucts.  The  cost  of  transport  does 
not  greatly  differ  from  that  paid  the  railways,  when 
the  quicker  service  is  considered.  For  instance,  the 
rate  from  Cleveland  to  Detroit  ranges  from  l‘2o  to 
1‘35  dollars  i)er  KKJ  lb.,  according  to  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  the  goods  shipped. 

Traffic  and  infonnation  bureaux  to  develop  such  ship¬ 
ments  have  been  established  in  Cleveland,  Akron, 
Youngstown,  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  Toledo  and 
Detroit,  and  about  fifty  other  cities  in  the  country. 
It  is  also  expected  that  within  a  short  time  services  will 
be  established  to  Cincinnati  frf>m  points  in  nortlu*rn 
Ohio,  which  will  also  servo  the  cities  of  Columbus  and 
Dayton, 

It  is  noted  that  in  shipping  goods  hy  motor  truck 
an  ecomony  is  effected  in  leas  expensive  crating,  and 
less  damage  through  freight  transfers.  Another  saving 
arises  from  supplying  more  j>romptly  some  materials 
and  products  needed  in  rush  work,  and  there  is  also 
the  convenience  of  sending  shipments  from  and  deliA'er- 
ing  them  direct  to  the  shipping  department  of  plants. 

The  work  of  developing  inter-state  truck  shipments 
has  been  taken  up  by  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  other  cities  of  that  section  of  the  country. 


SUBSTITUTES  FOR  TIMBER. 

The  second  edition  of  the  Concrete  Institute’s  list  of 
structures  and  articles  in  w  Inch  timber  can  be  replaced 
by  concrot-e  or  reinforced  concrete  is  now'  available  for 
the  benefit  of  Architects,  Engineers,  Land  and  Build- 
iiig  Owners,  Farmers,  etc.  Copies  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Secretars’,  Concrete  Institute,  Deni¬ 
son  IRmse,  29(),  Vauxhall  Bridge  Ihmd,  London,. 
S.W.  1. 


^  OPENINGS  IN  ABYSSINIA. 

Notwithstanding  the  high  exchange  the  Abyssinian 
market  remains  open  to  European  initiative,  which, 
however,  is  limited  in  general  to  clothing  and  articles 
of  dress.  Those  are  the  only  goods  for  which  the 
Ab^-ssinian  is  prepared  to  pay  high  prices.  The  cheapest 
gocxls  are  bought  without  consideration  of  quality, 

.\rticles  for  the  Abyssinian  market  may  be  divided 
into  three  categories : — 

Constant  demand,  price  not  too  important:  Cotton 
goods,  madapolam,  cotton  threads,  cotton  blankets, 
soap,  sugar,  common  salt,  jute  sacks,  petroleum,  nails, 
zinc  plates. 

In  strong  demand,  which  increases  in  relation  to 
prices — razors,  knives,  padlocks,  black  and  grey  felt 


5UEZ  CANAL  TRANSIT  DUES. 

The  President  of  the  Suez  Canal  Company  has  in¬ 
formed  H.M.  Ambassador  in  Paris  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  have  decided  that  as  from  1st  March,  1920, 
dues  on  ships  passing  through  the  canal  in  ballast  will 
be  lowered  to  6  francs  per  ton. 


SMYRNA  MILLET  CROP. 


H.M.  Commercial  Secretary  at  Constantino])le  cables 
that  this  'iea^on’s  millet  crop  in  the  Smyina  district  is 
Im  ported  as  very  good.  Exportation  is  allowed. 
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Exhibitions  and  Fairs. 


DAXTZIG  FAIR. 

InfoiTiiation  has  been  received  from  the  City  of  Dant- 
zig  proposes  to  hold  an  Industrial  Fair  from  the  18th 
to  the  25th  of  Fehruan-  next,  which  will  be  open  to  all 
nations. 

Such  goods  only  should  be  shown  by  exhibitors  as 
are  in  stock  luid  deliverable  to  customers,  but  retail 
business  at  the  Fair  is  not  permissible. 

Floor  space  will  be  allotted  in  parcels  of  not  less  tlian 
2  square  metres  at  the  rate  of  100  inks,  per  square  metre, 
plus  10  per  cent  for  incidentals.  Separate  rooms  will 
also  be  available  at  100  per  cent,  extra. 

An-angernents  are  in  band  for  the  insurance  of  exhibits 
tlirough  the  Fair’s  Committee  (Messeamt)  which  is  or¬ 
ganising  and  managing  the  exhibition,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  electric  light  and  power,  water  and  gas  will  be 
available  for  exhibits  of  machincrj\ 

Firms  interested  in  this  Exhibition  should  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


SWISS  INDUSTRIES  FAIR. 

The  differences  which  have  for  some  time  existed 
between  Dasle  and  Lausanne  as  rival  sites  for  the  Swiss 
Industries  Fairs  have  now  been  settled  by  a  permanent 
arrangements  on  tbe  following  lines: — 

A  S|)ring  Fair  will  be  held  annually  at  Rasle  under 
the  title  of  “  Foire  Suisse  d’Echantillons,”  while 
Lousanne  will  hold  an  Autumn  Exhibition  called 
“  Comptoire  Suisse  des  Industries  Alimentaires  tt 
.\gricoles.  ”  This  undertaking  will  have  the  financial 
support  of  the  Canton  of  Vaud. 

PROPOSED  EXHIBITION  AT  REWVL. 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Reval  reports  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Esthonian  Trade  Ministry  to  hold 
ail  Exhibition  early  in  1020  (probably  Febx’uary),  at 
which  British  firms  are  cordially  invited  to  exhibit, 
Space  for  stalls  will  probably  be  free,  and  everv  assist¬ 
ance  will  be  given. 

The  following  list  of  articles  may  serve  as  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  the  class  of  goods  for  which  a  ready  market  can 
be  found  in  Esthonia: — 

Flour  and  flour  products. 

Sugar. 

.Salt. 

I-eather. 

Footwear — boots  and  shoes. 

Corkwood  and  corks. 

Slianiott  .stones  fire  stones  (fireproof  bricks). 

Artificial  materials  for  grindstones  (mill  stones). 

tflass — until  local  factories  work  sufficiently. 

Window  glass  and  medical  bottles. 

Coal  and  coke. 

Animal  fats,  technical  (cod  liver  oil  and  fats  for  soaps). 

Mineral  fats,  e.g..  naphtha,  masut.  petroleum,  paraffin, 
stearine,  rosin  and  knniphnl  (latter  moans  refined 
rosin). 

Various  rubliers  and  rubber  goods. 

Glue. 

Various  fertilisers. 

Tanning  extracts  (Quebracho). 

Iron,  tin,  copper,  iron  battens,  steel  wire  rope,  hemp 
ropes,  sieves,  fishing  nets,  nails,  gimlets,  files, 
chisels,  hammers,  saws,  hatchets,  etc. 

•Agricultural  machinery  and  implements. 

Printing  machines,  textile  machines,  especially  for  wool 
spinning. 

Oils  and  steam  engines,  locomobiles  up  to  .500  h.p.,  tur¬ 
bines,  etc.,  various  materials  for  electric  installa¬ 
tions,  e.g.,  lamjis,  cords,  dynamos,  transformers, 
cables,  electric  counters. 

Spectacles. 

Cotton  and  cotton  wool  and  wool. 

Nets  and  sieve  nets  (gauze).  .All  sorts  and  meshes. 

VENICE  ART  EXHIBITION. 

The  12th  Tntcniational  Art  Exhibition  will  be  held 
fit  Veniee  from  1 '»tb  .April  to  Sl.st  October.  Like 


EXHIBITIONS  AND  FAIRS— continued. 

its  predecessors  it  is  organised  by  the  Municipality  and 
takes  place  in  the  Municipal  Exhibition  Palace,  Central 
Gai-dens. 

Exhibits  will  be  confined  to  original  works  of  art  of 
all  kinds,  and  is  open  to  all  artists,  but  certain  masters 
will  be  invited  to  exhibit.  The  Municipality  will  pur¬ 
chase  a  certain  number  of  works  of  art  for  the  Inter¬ 
national  Gallery  of  Modem  Art  in  the  city. 

Exhibits  must  reach  the  Exhibition  Palace  by  lOth 
March.  Communications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Utficio  di  Segretaria  dell’Esposizione  'Municijiio), 
Venice. 


EXHIBITION  AT  LILLE. 

j  Under  the  auspices  of  the  Municipality  of  Lille  an 
international  exhibition  is  to  be  held  in  that  eitv  from 
May  to  October,  1920. 

The  e.xhibition  bears  the  title  of  “  Ex]x>sition  Inter¬ 
nationale  pour  la  Renaissance  du  Nord  de  la  France,” 
and  has  for  its  object  the  demonstration  of  the  best 
means  of  reconstruction  for  the  devastated  areas.  Ex¬ 
hibits  will  be  divided  into  twenty-one  main  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  ai'chitecture,  municipal  organisation,  develop¬ 
ment  of  national  resources,  publicity,  metallurgv  and 
transport. 

All  particulars  may  be  had  from  the  London  agents 
for  the  Exhiliition — Overseas  Publicitv,  61,  St.  James’ 
Street,  S.W.l. 

PARIS  SALON  FOR  APPLIED  ARTS. 

The  first  ”  Salon  des  Industries  de  Luxe  et  des  Arts 
Appliques  (formerly  Salon  des  Industries  du  Alobilier 
Reuni),  will  take  place  from  March  to  July,  1920,  at 
Paris.  Situated  in  the  Tuilleries,  along  the  Rue  de 
Rivoli  up  to  the  Place  de  la  Concorde,  it  promises  good 
results  for  exhibitors.  Tbe  provisional  office  will  be 
at  1,  Rue  du  Holder,  Paris  (9e). 

FORTHCOMING  FAIRS. 

Commencing  with  this  issue  a  list  of  forthcoming  exhibitions 
and  fairs  will  be  maintained  on  this  page.  The  entries  for  this 
week  cover  the  year  1920,  giving,  when  possible,  time,  place, 
organisers’  address  and  dates  for  closing  of  entries,  together 
with  references  to  previous  numbers  containing  fuller  particulars. 

So  many  exhibitions  of  such  various  kinds  are  now  anticipated 
that  it  has  been  necessary  to  limit  the  entries  to  those  of  which 
authentic  information  is  available.  Many  annual  fairs,  for 
instance,  will  be  held  this  year,  of  which  the  final  dates  have  not 
vet  been  announced.  The  list  wilt  therefore  be  amended 
progressively,  and  in  due  course  should  cover  every  exhibition 
or  fair  of  any  importance  to  British  trade. 

UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Scottish  Motor  Show — 

January  23rd-31st,  at  Glasgow. 

Idk.vl  Homes  Exhibition—  . 

February  4th-25t.h.  at  Olympia.  Organising  Secretary: 
Ideal  Homes  Exhibition,  130,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.4. 

British  Indvstries  F.ur —  ,  ,  i 

February  23rd  to  March  5th,  Crystal  Palace,  and 
Birmingham  and  Glasgow.  Secretary,  British  Industries 
Fair,  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen 
Street,  S.W.l. 

London  Fair  and  Market—  ,  .  ,  ,  .r  „  t  * 

Mai-oh  16th-26th.  at  Roval  Agricultural  Hall.  Inter¬ 

national  Trade  E.xhibitions.  Ltd..  Broad  Street  House, 
E.C.2. 

Drapery  Exhibition—  ,  t  .  *•  i 

April  12t.h-23rd.  at  Royal  Agricultural  JIa.ll,  IntermUional 
Trade  Exhibitions.  Ltd..  31.  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.2. 

Photographic  Fair—  . 

April  16th  24th.  at  Horticultural  Hall,  AAestmii^ter. 

Organising  Secretarv,  Sicilian  House.  Southampton  Row, 

W.C.l. 

Canadian  Prodi  cts  Exhibition— 

In  June,  at  Agricultural  Hall.  Islington.  Address  to  43. 

Essex  Street.  Strand.  W.C. 
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FORTHCOMING  FAIRS— connnuea. 


Empire  Timber  Exhibition — 

July  5tJi-17th,  at  Holland  Park  Skating  Kink.  Organised 
by  B.O.T. 

Clothino,  FjTC.,  Exhibition — 

July  6th-16th,  at  Royal  Agricultural  Hall.  International 
Trade  E.xhibilions,  Ltd.,  Broad  Street  House,  Old  Broad 
Street,  E.C.2. 

Health  Exhibition — 

July  19th-August  5th,  at  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham. 
Organised  by  Royal  Sanitaiy  Institute,  £0,  Buckingham 
Palace  Road,  S.W.l.  Entries  by  June  26th. 

Bakers’,  Confectioners’  and  Allied  Traders’  Exhibition — 
September  4tli-10th,  at  Royal  Agricultural  Hall-  Trades, 
Markets  and  Exhibitions,  Ltd..  31,  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
E.C.4. 

International  Engineerino  .and  Machinery  Exhibition — 

September  4th-25th,  at  Olympia.  The  Machine  Tool  Trade 
Association.  Incorporated.  Apiilications  by  July  31st  to 
Secretary,  Queen  Anne's  Chambers,  Tothill  Street,  M  est 
minster,  S.W.l. 

Grocer.s’,  Provision  Dealers’  &  Allied  Traders'  Exhibition — 
September  18t.h-24th,  at  Royal  Agricultural  Hall.  Trades, 
Markets  and  Exhibitions.  Ltd.,  31,  Queen  Victoria  Street. 
E.C.4. 

OVERSEAS. 

Caracas  Exhibition — 

Venezuelan  and  British,  commenced  December  19th, 
1919,  open  till  Eebniarx'  8th,  this  year. 

Mining  Exhibition — 

Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  Fourth  annual  Exhibition, 
January  21st -31st.  (See  “Board  of  Trade  Journal” 
December  11th.) 

Utrecht  Industries  F.air — 

Fourth  annual,  February  23rd  to  March  6th.  Ceneral 
Secretariat,  .Jaabans.  Administratiegebaw.  Vredenburg, 
Utrecht. 

Lyons  Fair — 

Maroli  Ist-lSth.  A  special  building  Exhibition  will  be 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Spring  Fair.  British  .\gent: 
M.  A.  Rousset.  69,  Wood  Street,  London.  E.C. 

Paris  Industrial  Art  Salon — 

March  to  July.  Provisional  Office  :  1,  Rue  du  Helder, 
Paris  (9e). 

Tokio  Overseas  Expansion  Exhibition — 

March  15th  to  June  7th. 

Milan  Fair — 

Allied  and  Neutral,  industrial  and  agricultural  fair. 
April  12t.h.  Sixty  stands  resm-ved  for  British  Exhibitors. 
.\gents  for  British  Emjiire,  British  Italian  Corporation, 
Ltd..  12.  Nicholas  Lane,  E.C. 4. 

Sao  Paulo  F.anca'  Goods  Exhibition — 

-Anglo-Brazilian  Exhibition,  to  lie  opened  on  April  1st. 
(See  “Px.ard  of  Trade  Journal."  December  11th.) 

Brussels  Commercial  Fair — 

April  4th-21st.  Open  to  allied  and  neutral  countries. 
.Applications  by  .Tamiary  15th  to  Comite  directeiir  de  la 
Foire  C-ommerciale.  Grand’  Place.  Brus.<els.  (See  “Board 
of  Trade  .Tournal.”  December  11th.) 

Swiss  Sample  Fair — 

.April  15th-29th,  at  Basle. 

Bandoeng  Fair — 

Mav,  192(^  (.‘'ee  “Board  of  Trade  .Tournal."  December 

18th.) 

Barceiona  International  Fair — 

Mav  15th-30lh.  .Applications  to  La  Direccion  General  de 
la  Feria  de  Barcelona.  Fernando  30.  Barcelona,  by  January 
15th.  -Al.so  an  International  Business  Organi.sation 
Exhibition  (office  furniture,  appliances,  etc.)  at  Palaccio 
de  Bellas  .Artes.  Barcelona,  from  .April  2nd-12th. 

Venice  .Art  Exhibition — 

Twelfth  Fxhiliition  of  International  .Art.  .April  15th  to 
Ortol>er  31st  by  municipality  at  the  Exhibition  Palace. 
Exhibits  to  be  received  by  March  10th.  .Addre.ss :  — 
T  fficio  di  Segretaria  dell  ’.As]>ozionc  (Municipio).  A’enice. 
Lille  Intern  \tional  Exhibition — 

May-October.  Organ’sed  by  Corporation. 

Padua  Sample  Fair — 

June.  1920.  .Applications  to: — la.  Camera  di  Commercio 
di  Padova. 

Bordeaux  Trade  Fair— 

Fourt.h  annual  fair,  June  5th  20th. 

Swiss  Jeweli.ers’  Fair — 

July  llth-25th.  ai  Geneva.  .A  National  Fair. 
Hei.singe'Ors  Trade  Fair — 

To  op«‘n  in  third  week  of  July.  .Apply  to  *^Forhindets 
for  Inhem.skt  .Arbite.” 

Spring  Fairs — 

AA’ill  1)0  held  in  Lausanne  and  Lucerne.  S^ritzerland ; 
A'alencia,  Spain;  Prague.  Czi-cho-Siovakia  ,  Frederica, 
Denm.ark. 

.A  Briti.sh  Industrial  .Art  Exhibition  will  tour  (he 
Northern  capitals  under  the  direction  of  the  British 
Institute  of  Industrial  .Art. 

Summer  Fairs — 

.Art*  anticipated  at  Malmo  (Sweden),  .Antwerp.  Quebec 
and  Lihau. 
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WEEKLY  CABLE. 

The  Indian  Trade  Coininis.sioiier  in  London  lias  received 
tlie  following  table,  dated  23rd  Dt'cember,  from  the 
Director-General  of  Uommereial  Intelligence  Department, 
C’akutta  ;  — 

Season. 

Light  rain  in  North-West,  Frontier  Province,  Lower 
Burma  and  Southern  India.  Dry  elsewhere. 

Crops. 

During  the  week  ending  I3tli  Decemher  sowing  spring 
crops  continnetl  in  North-Western  and  Western  India. 
Neared  coinjiletion  North-Eastt*rn  and  Central  India. 
Harvesting  antiunn  tro|).s  progressotl,  Bombay,  Central 
India,  and  to  the  North-West.  Harvesting  paddy  continued 
North-Eastern  and  Southern  India.  Sowing  progressed 
Madras.  Cotton  plucking  comiileted  Burma,  continued  else¬ 
where.  Plucking  tea  continued  .Assam.  General  croj)  con¬ 
ditions  g<H)d.  Useful  rain  has  fallen  in  Punjab,  but  more 
badly  wanted  there. 

.Markets. 

Bombay  cotton  market  steady.  Fully  g<Kjd  broacli,  .April- 
May,  Rs.o52.  Piece-goods  market  firm  witli  demand 
slightly  reduK'd.  Uahutta  gunny  market  lieavy  goods  iin- 
jiroved  demand  with  steady  pi  ices.  Hessians  quiet. 

Railways. 

Nanjangud  Palakodu  Dalavayhalli  Railway  reconnaissance 
survey  oH  miles  metre  gaiigt*  railway  by  South  Indian 
R  a  i  1  w  a  y  .sa  net  ioned . 

No  (hange  in  Bank  rate. 


CANADA. 


EXCESSIVE  FIRE  LOSSES  IX  OXT.M’JO. 

General  statements  to  tlie  efi’ect  that  fire  losses  in  Canada 
are  vastly  greater  per  capita  than  in  any  other  country 
in  the  world  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  but  so  far 
without  raising  mere  than  temporary  and  fleeting  public 
interest.  Upon  inve.stigation,  states  tlie  Ontario  Insurance 
Commission  in  the  Report  of  the  Insurance  Commission 
for  1918,  it  was  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to  find  tliat  not 
only  wore  these  statements  based  upon  ascertainable  facts, 
hut  that  fire  losses  in  Ontario  are  greater  per  capita  tlian 
in  any  other  province  in  Canada. 

In  the  year  HHb,  which  was  abnormal  owing  to  the 
occurrence  of  tliree  extensive  fires,  the  total  loss  in  the 
province'  amounted  to  over  lt),(KK).fK)0-(X)  dols.,  or  ajqiroxi- 
mately  6‘40  dols.  per  unit  of  population.  In  the  year  1917  no 
abnormal  fires  wt'ii'  ii'corded,  hjiit,  nevertheless,  the  loss 
reached  the  amazing  total  of  1  l,o00,000  00  dols.  or  4  (il 
dols.  per  capita,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  3-24  dols. 
per  capita  for  the  wliole  Dominion. 

Fire  Loss  in  Ontario. 

Tlie  actual  figures  for  1917  are  as  follows:  — 


Dols. 

I.ossc's  insui’ed  witli  Tariff  companies  ...  (i, 495, 190 

Losse-  insured  with  non-Tarifi'  companies  2,903,948 
Losses  insured  witli  unlicensed  companies  571,589 


9,070,337 

Losses  not  insured  .  2  468,092 


Grand  total  .  .  11,538,429 


Fires  recorded  hv  the  Ontario  Fire  Marslial’s  Department 
in  1917  numbered  9,601,  or  38  per  10,000  of  (lopulation  in 
the  jirovince,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  29  per  1(),(X)0 
for  tlie  whole  Dominion. 

Despite  tlie  fact  that  jier  capita  figures  are  sometimes 
misleadinir,  tlie  follow  ing  comparisons  emphasise  tlie  deplor¬ 
able  conditions  that  exist  in  Ontario  in  respect  to  both  the 


frequency  of  fires  and  the  extent  of  fire  wa.ste:- 

— 

Country. 

‘Ontario  (1917)  . 

T’nited  States  . 

Loss  per  Fires 
Capita,  per  10,000 
Dols.  of  population. 

.  4-61  38 

.  2-26  — 

Russia  . 

.  -97 

France  . 

.  -74 

12 

England  . 

.  -64 

8 

Norway  . 

.  -.55 

11 

Italy  ‘  . 

.  -53 

9 

Sweden  . 

.  -42 

Germanv  . . 

.  -28 

11 

Switzerland  . 

.  -13 

‘Figures  for  the  foreign 
four  years,  1912-15. 

countries  are  the 

average  for 

Jaxcary  1,  1920. 
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NEW  ZEALAND. 


EI.ECTRIC  POWER  SUPPLY  AND  PLANT: 
REGUL.VTIONS. 

An  Order-in-Council,  dated  2'2nd  September,  giving 
tlie  Regulation.s  governing  electric  power  supply  and  the 
construction  of  plant  and  appliances,  is  published  in  the 
“New  Zealand  Clazette”  of  2oth  September. 

These  Regulations  are  made  under  Section  2  of  the  Public 
Works  Amendment  Acts  of  1911.  They  may  be  consulted 
on  ajjplication  to  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Room 
49).  3.1,  Old  Queen  Street,  S.W.  1. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 


CO-OPERATIVE  FAILMINO  MOVFAIENT. 

The  Federated  Farmers’  Co-operative  Association  of  South 
Africa,  recently  established,  embraces  2o  co-operative 
societies  in  the  Union  and  Rhodesia,  has  a  membership  of 
31. OIF)  to  49,000,  and  represents  a  csvpital  of  £1,7.10,000. 

.Scoi’K  AND  OlWKCTS  OF  THK  ASSOCIATION’. 

The  Association  is  interested  in  practically  all  farming 
activities,  including,  states  the  “Cape  Times,”  maize,  wool, 
wattle  bark,  hidi's  and  skins,  butter  and  clu'i'se  making, 
meat,  n  ine  and  tobacco. 

Its  London  office  is  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Xew 
Zealand  Farmers’  Co-ojierative  Association.  Rranches  have 
been  established  in  Paris  and  Rotterdam,  and  an  office  is  to 
be  oiiened  in  New  York. 

In  addition  to  finding  the  liest  markets  for  South  African 
products,  overseas  representatives  will  buy  agricultural  im¬ 
plements,  machinery,  and  fertili.sers  for  .\ssociation  members, 
according  to  their  needs. 

One.  VN’ISATION’. 

In  the  course  of  a  conference  lately  held  at  Rloemfontein 
it  was  decid(>d  that,  after  individual  fanners  had  been 
organised  into  co-operative  societies,  the.se  in  turn  should  be 
linked  up  through  central  eommittec-s,  preferably,  but  not 
necessarily,  on  a  iirovincial  basis,  the  final  step  being  to 
link  up  the  central  companies  into  one  federal  organisation. 

The  conference  decided  to  insist  uiion  the  following  in  the 
articles  of  association  of  any  co-operative  company:  — 
(al  Dividends  must  not  exceed  10  jier  cent. ;  (b)  shareholders 
must  be  farmers;  (cl  transfer  of  shares  must  be  controlled: 
(dl  no  shareholder  should  have-  more  than  one  vote ;  (e)  all 
transactions  to  be  on  a  cash  basis. 

Eltmixation  of  Middi.emf.x. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  Association  is  the  elimination  of 
the  middleman  and  his  profits,  Imth  in  buying  and  in  selling, 
states  the  .Tohannesburg  “Star.”  Manufacturers  are  said 
to  have  hitherto  refused  to  supply  individual  co-operative 
swieties,  and  this  has  influenced  to  an  important  degree  the 
federation  movement. 

F ixcTioNS  OF  Overseas  Offices. 

Tin*  overseas  offices  will  provide  the  link  between  the 
producer,  represented  by  the  Association  and  its  constituent 
societies,  and  the  consumer.  They  will  find  out  where  a 
demand  exists  for  any  jmrticuhir  jtroduct  and  will  cable  the 
Association  with  advice  as  to  the  prices  obtainable.  The 
Association  will  disseminate  the  information  among  its  con¬ 
stituent  companies,  ascertain  ouantities  available,  and  cable 
(ffers,  upon  which  contracts  will  be  entered  into. 

Importaxce  of  Qi  aetta’. 

The  necessity  for  a  high  standard  of  rpiality  of  products 
said  through  the  medium  of  the  Association  has  been  fully 
realised.  Responsible  officers  will  undertake  examinations 
of  all  ]»roduce  before  shipment,  and  nothing  but  first-grade 
will  bear  the  registered  stamp  of  the  Federated  .\s.snciation. 
which  is  “Fedfarms.’' 

FEDERATED  MALAY  STATES. 

INCREASED  AMERICAN  COMPETITION. 

The  shi])ping  difl'uulties  that  arose  from  war  conditions 
afforded  United  States  trading  interests  many  ojiportunities 
of  extending  their  Malayan  connections  at  the  expense  of 
their  rivals,  especially  those  engaged  in  the  conflict,  of 
which  thev  naturally  took  advantage. 

From  IPOfl  to  1910,  both  years  included,  the  average  value 
of  imports  from  the  United  States  was.  according  to  the 
Malay  States  Information  Agency,  £490,510  jier  annum, 
while  that  of  exports  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
£3.313.01^0  per  annum. 
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The  tendency  towards  expansion  was  fairlv  well  marked 
before  the  rupture  of  peace,  as  in  1913  imports  totalled 
£748,060,  and  exports  £5,285,000.  The  latter  figure,  how¬ 
ever,  showed  a  slight  setback  from  the  1912  exports  of 
£5,531 ,980. 

The  general  dislocation  of  trade  which  followed  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities  was  apparently  the  cause  of 
declines  in  both  imports  and  exports  in  1914*,  for  the  former 
dropped  to  £594,300,  and  the  latter  to  £5,036,730. 

Mar-Time  Trade  Expaxsiox. 

From  1915  onuard,  however,  rapid  growth  has  been 
witnes.sed  in  the  values  of  both  incoming  and  outgoing  mer- 
chandi.se.  In  the  year  mentioned  the  amounts  were  respec¬ 
tively  £829,730  and  £11,328,800.  There  Mere  rises  in  1916 
to  £1,31/. 160  and  £15,68/ ,450  respectively,  and  tM'o  vears 
later  import  values  Mere  returned  as  £2,007,480,  and  e.xport 
values  as  £25,289,130.  Considerable  allowance  has,  of 
course,  to  be  made  for  the  enhancement  of  prices  during 
the  Mar  period,  although  rubber,  the  chief  exjmrt,  declined 
in  value  in  1918;  but  even  so.  5Ialavan-American  trade 
must  be  recognised  as  having  groMii  decidedly  after  it  had 
rallied  from  the  disturbance  cau.sed  by  the  outbreak  of  Mar, 
while  the  comparison  of  1918  trade  M’ith  the  1906-10  average 
is  even  more  striking. 

Prixcipat.  Imports. 

The  leading  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1917  and 
1918  included  cigars  and  cigarettes  (£417,200  and  £.587,950 
res|)e<  tively') ;  hardMare.  ironuare,  and  cooking  utensils 
(£112.7^)0  against  £142.100');  motor  cars  and  accessories 
(£289,910  against  £126.4f)0’) ;  condensed  and  sterilised  milk 
(£210.2.30  again.st  £84.210');  petroleum  and  lubricating  oil 
(£121, .560  again.st  £176,630');  and  machinery  (£101,730 
against  £70,4601.  Rubber  tyres  Mere  imported  to  the  value 
of  onlv  £1.3.6.50  in  1917 ;  in  the  folloM'ing  year  their  value 
Mas  £106,7.50. 

Chief  Exports. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  to  the  T’nited  States  in 
1917  and  1918  Mere:  rubber  (£17,329.200  against 
£13.296,730);  tin  (£5.0.56.100  against  £10,493,4601;  and 
pepper  (£576.030  against  £64  4.7001.  The  export  value  of 
copra  increased  from  £37.910  in  1017  to  £225,630  in  1918, 
but  those  of  rattans,  gambier,  gutta-percha  and  tapioca  all 
decreased. 

It  is  noteMorthy  that  of  109, .594  tons  of  rubber  shipped  in 
1918,  no  less  than  79,420  tons  Ment  to  the  United  States. 


COOK  ISLANDS. 


TRADE  IN  1918  00. 

According  to  the  Report  of  the  Resident  Commissioner  of 
Raratonga  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1919.  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  the  year  ended  .31st  December,  1918, 
Mas  £99,632.  and  of  exports.  £82.708,  making  aggregate 
trading  Morth  £182,340. 

These  figures  sIiom-  increases  of  £19,571  in  imports,  and 
£22.518  in  exports,  and  a  total  expansion  of  £42.089. 

The  f/)lloM-ing  tables  shoM’  the  direction  of  the  bulk  of 


the  trade  during  the  past  year 
Imports,  1918. 

Exports, 

1918. 

Country. 

Value. 

£ 

Country. 

Value. 

£ 

Npm’  Zealand  . 

70.773 

NeM’  Zealand  . 

.  42,919 

United  Kingdom... 

8.474 

Tahiti  . 

.  5,445 

Tahiti  . 

United  States  . 

2..504 

15,321 

United  States 

.  34.344 

Character  of  Exports. 

The  cliief  exports  Mere  LIO.OOO  eases  of  fruit  valued  at 
£41.000  (as  against  165,000  cases,  of  the  value  of  £-36, .500 
in  1917),  and  1.7.50  tons  of  copra  (£37,000),  as  against  700 
tons  valued  at  £19.000. 

Copra  and  fruit — oranges,  bananas,  and  tomatoes — Mere 
the  main  products  for  export.  The  orange  output  increased 
bv  1  1.901  cases,  but  bananas  decreased  by  14,901  cases  and 
tomatoes  bv  10.484  cases.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  influenza 
epidemic  the  exjiort  of  bananas  Mould  have  been  much 
greater.  R/'tM'een  31st  Octo1>er  and  2.3rd  April,  M'ith  the 
exception  of  a  feM’  small  shipments  by  mail  steamers  to 
M'ellington.  the  Mhole  of  the  banana  production  Mas  lost 
for  export. 

Tomato  shipments  fell  from  16,804  to  6,330  ca.ses.  This 
industrv  promised  M'ell  a  feM’  years  ago,  but  groM’ers.  having 
suffered  severe  reverses  through  lack  of  shipping  facilities, 
do  not  vet  feel  inclined  to  plant  extensively.  Of  1./.52  tons 
of  copra  exported,  practically  the  M’hole  Ment  to  .\merica. 
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J^ESI  LT  OF  ShIPFING  SHORTAGE. 

As  much  as  other  parts  of  tlio  Empire — perhaps  more, 
hecausc  of  geographical  position — the  Cook  Islands  have 
suffered  from  the  economic  j)ressure  of  the  war,  and 
espe<ially  from  the  dearth  of  shipping.  The  six  months 
<'ruh'd  March,  1919,  were  the  most  disastrous  experienced 
since  the  war  began,  owing  to  the  influenza  epidemic  here 
and  in  New  Zealand,  and  to  resultant  labour  difficulties. 

The  export  of  fruit  during  that  period  sank  to  the  lowest 
on  recoz’d.  This  season  matters  opened  much  better,  though 
not  moie  than  one-third  of  the  fi-uit  crop  of  these  islands 
was  being  exjxzrted  to  Xew  Zealand,  the  controlling  factor 
being  the  lack  of  shipping  space. 

Improvi;z>  Shipping  Prospects. 

As  shipping  is  ladeased  from  war  contracts  the  iK>sition  will 
continue  to  imjirove.  A  cargo  service  to  Xew  Zealand  that 
will  carry  every  available  case  of  fruit,  say  oOO.OOO  cases, 
instead  of  loO.ftOO  cases,  during  the  season,  can  be  antici¬ 
pated  at  an  early  date.  This  mtist  moan  an  unjirecedented 
expansion  of  trade;  and.  as  the  fruit  business  is  being  s<i 
leoi’ganised  as  to  assure  to  the  fruitgz’ower  a  profitable 
return  for  his  pioduce,  the  outlook  is  a  bright  one. 


GYPRrS. 

THE  LOCUST  BEAN  CROP. 

The  1919  crop  of  locust  beans,  according  to  the  estimates 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  different  districts,  amounts 
approximately  to  148,0(1(1  aleppo  cantars,  or  33, 1.*!.!  tons. 
The  details  of  each  district  are;  — 

Cantars. 

Famagusta  .  8.000 

T.arnaca  .  29,000 

Limassol.  .  70,000 

Paizho  .  18,000 

Xicosia  .  1.800 

Kvienia  .  22,000 


EUROPE. 

BELGIUM. 

INLAND  POSTAT.  TARIFF. 

{Fri’iii  If.M.  Coiii  iiifrriiil  Srni  foi  jf.) 

llRl'SSF.I.S. 

The  new  llelgian  inland  izosfal  tariff  came  into  force  on 
Llth  fli'cember  ult..  and  is  as  follows:  — 

/,,  — l.j  centinu's  per  20  grammes. 

Pri.s/rord.s. — 10  centimes. 

Fostcdi'tl.t  with  iwjfin  }»ii<1. — 20  centime.s. 

J'rintcd  matter  (including  periodicals  not  a]ipearing  at 
least  once  a  (juarter). — Up  to  21  grammes  gross  weight.  2 
centimes;  from  2.5  to  100  grammes,  .5  centimes  for  each  100 
grammes  or  fraction.  There  is  no  modification  in  the  tariff 
for  newspapers  or  quarteily  |zublications. 

t’rinted  cards  or  visiting  lards. — 10  centimes. 

Visititaj  mrds  (with  a  maximum  of  o  written  words). — 
•j  centimes. 

Samjiles. — I'p  to  100  gr.  gi'oss  weight,  10  centimes;  fi’om 
100  to  3.50  gr..  l.j  centimes;  from  200  gr.  to  3.50  gr.,  20 
centimes. 

Jhisiness  itapers. — o  centimes  per  100  gr.  or  fraction. 
Mi  nimum  tax,  1.5  centimes  per  jzacket. 

Jteccipts,  advices  of  payment  of  postal  orders,  and  advice 
of  payment  or  non-payment  of  commercial  bills  handed  to 
the  jxist  for  collection,  15  centimes. 

Express  letters. — Fixed  charge,  .50  centimes.  Additional 
chaige  for  delivery  outside  the  hxal  radius  of  2  kilometres; 
u])  to  3  kilometres,  fr.  O-oO;  from  3  to  4  kilometres,  fr.  POO; 
from  4  to  5  kilometres,  fr.  1-.50.  and  for  all  distances  over 
5  kilometres,  40  centimes  per  kilometre  or  fraction. 

From  1st  .Aiuil,  1920,  the  charges  for  letters,  newspapers, 
and  periodicals  Izetween  Belgium  and  the  Belgian  Congo 
will  l>e  as  follows;  — 

Letters. — 15  centimes  per  20  grammes  or  fraction. 
ews/tapers  and  periodicals. — 5  centimes  per  100  grammes 
or  fraction. 

Letter  cards  and  stamped  envelojies  will  lie  sold  for  the 
present  with  a  surcharge  of  3  centimes  on  the  cards  and  .5 
centimes  on  the  envelopes. 
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GREECE. 

TRADE  AT  THE  PllLEUS. 

{From  Jl.ai.  Commercial  Secretary.) 

Athens. 

The  Piraius  Customs  House  receipts  during  the  first  twenty 
days  of  October  (old  style) — 14th  October  to  3rd  Xovember — 
were ;  — 

1,042,024-80  drachmas  from  imjKzrts. 

139,lU5-50  drachmas  in  fees  (i.e.,  clearing  papers,  etc.). 
Compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  the 
following  exc-ess  is  shown  for  the  present  year,  viz.:  — 

847, (.)1 1-00  drachmas  from  imports. 

115,400-50  diachiuas  in  fees. 

Trade  for  Ten  Months. 

According  to  statistics  is.sued  by  the  Customs  authorities, 
the  sum  collected  at  the  Piraeus  from  1st  January,  1919,  to 
the  end  of  October,  1919,  amounted  to  drachmas 
43,370,009-25. 

This  total — for  ten  months  only — exceeds  already  the  total 
for  the  uhole  twelve  months  of  1918  by  eleven  million 
drachmas. 

It  is  estimated,  therefore,  that,  as  the  months  of 
Xovember  and  December  still  remain  to  be  added,  the  total 
amount  collected  for  1919  at  the  Piraeus  will  exceed  the 
total  collected  in  1918  by  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  million 
diachmas. 

In  commenting  upon  this  state  of  affairs  the  local  juess 
draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  these  satisfactory  results 
are  due  not  only  to  the  increasing  post-war  flow  of  com¬ 
merce,  hut  to  the  activity  and  skill  of  the  Director  of 
(Customs  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Finance. 

Men.vce  of  High  Import  Duties. 

Looking  at  it  from  the  traders’  point  of  view,  however, 
this  means  to  say  that  the  Greek  authorities  are  taxing  the 
imiK>i-tcrs  on  the  highest  basis  possible,  and  there  aie 
numerous  compl.iints  daily  in  the  <onimercial  world  of 
articles  previously  entering  under  a  lower  tariff  classification 
being  now  chaiged  arbitraril}-  at  a  Tiigher  rate. 

The  Government  is  natui-ally  anxious  to  increa.se  its 
revenues  by  any  means  available,  but  doubts  have  been  ex- 
jzressed  as  to  whether  such  action  will  pay  in  the  end  as, 
if  imiKzrts  continue  to  Ik'  taxed  in  this  way,  trade  may  be 
driven  aw  ay,  as  the  mass  of  consumers  have  to  pay  such  high 
jziices  for  every  commodity  of  life  that  people  may  find  it 
iin|)ossible  shoitly  to  purchase  anything  hut  the  barest 
nt'cessities.  General  imjzort  might,  therefore,  he  restricted, 
and  it  ivould  then  be  for  the  Government  to  calculate'  whether 
they  would  not  have  gained  more  by  adhering  to  a  lowir 
tariff  and  so  obtaining  a  gi-eater  flow  of  imports  than  by 
forcing  up  the  Customs  tariffs.  As  it  is,  considerable  di-- 
satisfaction  has  Ix'en  expressed  at  the  heavy  dues,  and  un- 
etpial  incidence,  of  the  existing  scale  of  duties. 

A  new  tariff  classification,  now  that  Greece  has  annulh'd 
her  commercial  treaties,  is  at  the  jiresent  moment  under 
consideration. 

i  GREECE  (Chios). 

PRODUCTION  IN  1018. 

{From  11. M.  (  ommercud  Secretary.) 

Athens. 

The  leading  agricultural  productions  of  the  Island  during 
1918  were  corn,  1,0()4,273  ekes;  barley,  604,354  okes;  be.an-^, 
peas  and  lentils,  153,288  okes;  potatoes,  188,550  okes;  onions, 
253, IKK)  okes;  and  cabbages,  416,950  okes. 

Among  the  fruit  yields  were  grajics,  222,970  okes;  olive.s, 
363,460  okes ;  figs,  3i5,3(K(  okes,  and  pears,  30,650  okes. 

Oianges  showed  a  yield  of  over  19.500,000  in  numl)er,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  1,000,000  bitter  fruit;  lemons  totalled 
9,240,000,  and  tangerines  no  less  than  80,143,000. 

Among  miscellaneous  jiroducts  the  outturn  of  must  totalled 
253,975  okes;  that  of  olive  oil,  925,2-50  okes;  almonds,  506,98) 
okes ;  carobs,  760,600  okes ;  tobacco,  578,4i56  okes ;  and  j 
fa.skomila  (a  varietv  of  sage  exported  to  the  United  States) 
.100,000  okes. 

XoTE. — .An  “  oke  ”  is  equivalent  to  rather  moi-e  than 
lb.  avoirdupois. 

LIVONIA. 

TRADE  SITUATION. 

(From  the  Hritish  Assistant  Commissioner  in  the 
Baltic  Provinces.) 

Bica. 

The  only  commodities  of  importance  available  for  export 
at  the  present  time  are  flax,  linseed  and  timber.  The  trade 
in  flax  and  linseed  has  l>een  monopolised  by  the  Government. 
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As  to  timber,  the  quantity  available  for  export  only  amounts 
to  about  3,UU0  standards  (exclusive  of  sleepers  and  hewn 
timber),  as  part  of  the  existing  sttxks  has  already  been  sold 
lo  the  United  Kingdom  or  bought  up  by  neutral  firms. 

As  regards  the  question  of  inqmrts,  it  is  natural  that  there 
IS  a  great  shortage  of  several  classes  of  g<xjds.  'J’he  Riga 
Exchange  Committee  express  the  opinion  that  the  usual 
practice  of  submitting  samples  and  price-lists  should  be 
aiiandoned,  as  the  local  exchange  is  so  unstable  that  traders 
dare  Jiot  commit  themselves  by  ordering  months  Ix'forehand 
trc  any  considerable  amount. 

Piioi’osfcD  Scheme  for  Imports. 

In  order  to  obviate  such  an  eventuality  the  Committee 
])Ut  forward  a  scheme  for  the  imjrort  of  necessities.  Their 
'suggestion  is  that  British  firms  should  consign  a  small 
steamer  cargo  direct  to  Riga,  or  partial  cargoes  via  Copen- 
Jiagen  and  Stockholm,  and  that  reliable  clearing  agents  in 
Riga  (a  list  of  whom  may  be  obtained  from  the  Department 
of  (fverseas  Trade)  should  bo  entrusted  with  the  clearance 
of  the  goods,  defrayment  of  local  duties  and  other  charges, 
etc.,  and  the  sale  to  retailers  would  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  Icxal  committee,  to  be  apj)ointed  by  the  Exchange 
Committee  and  Merchants’  Chamber. 

Retailers  Mould  be  supplied  against  cash,  and  thus  a  turn¬ 
over  would  be  obtained  for  the  eximrter  Mithin  the  space  of, 
probably,  tuo  months.  The  Lettish  duty,  as  nell  as  local 
expenses,  Mould  liave  to  bo  added  to  the  British  c.i.f.  prices. 
The  Committee  .state  it  Mould  be  imjmssible  to  give  any 
figures  for  these  hx-al  eximnses,  as  they  depend  upon  the  size 
of  cargo,  on  the  Meight  of  each  parcel,  and  if  stored,  also 
upon  the  cubic  measurements  of  the  parcels.  The  expenses 
for  disc-harging  and  storing,  inclusive  of  insurance  and 
delivery  to  the  buyers.  Mould  for  someMhat  larger  cargoes  of 
gro<erie.s  amount  to  Rb.  U  to  3  per  piwd  (3(j  lb.),  according 
to  the  cla-s  of  goods. 

Commercial  relations  could  bo  established  fortfiMith  on 
these  lines,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  quantities  of  goods 
needed  Mould  be  limited  to  commence  Mith,  increasing 
month  by  month,  as  more  business  is  gained.  The  most  suit¬ 
able  goods  for  this  market  at  the  pre.sent  time  are  ready- 
made  articles  at  fixed  jirices,  and  certain  sjiecialised  and 
Mcll-knoMn  articles  of  general  utility  or  consum])tion,  Mhich 
would  be  in  demand,  regardless  of  cost. 

At  present  the  greater  part  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  by 
means  of  small  shipments  from  Denmark  and  .SModeii,  M'hich 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  a  very  considerable  sum.  T  he 
prices  vary  so,  hoMcver,  from  day  to  day,  that  local  traders 
vomluct  men  ly  a  from  hand-to-mouth  business.  Payment 
is  inade  for  these  goods  by  timber  purchases  in  local  paper 
money  to  the  importers,  who  either  send  it  to  Copenhagen 
or  Stockholm,  or  purcha.se  curios,  pictures,  household 
property,  etc.,  Mhich  can  be  obtained  advantagnuisly  liere 
owing  to  the  Iom-  exchange  value  of  the  rouble,  and  to  the 
compulsory  disjMisal  of  their  property  by  the  inn>overislied 
Letts. 

Danes,  .Suedes,  and  others  are  laj’ing  a  commercial  founda¬ 
tion  in  the  Lettish  market  Mhich  it  Mould  be  iiiiMise  for 
Hriiish  traders  to  ignore.  The  C(vo])erativc  .\ss<xiations 
expect  shortly  to  be  in  a  position  to  place  large  orders  for 
all  cla.sses  of  gixids. 


SOUTH  RUSSIA. 

ACTIVITY  OF  CZECHO-SLOVAK  MISSION. 

( From  II. M.  Virc-Conunl.) 

Rostov-ox-Don. 

.\n  unotficial  CziH-lio-.Slovak  Mission,  comjxised  of  repre- 
MUitativcs  of  various  trades,  has  bei>n  here  for  some  time, 
and  lias  succeeded  in  securing  some  vcr\-  important  contracts, 
particularh'  Mith  co-operative  societies. 

It  is  reported  that  the  iumv  .Mission  also  intends  to 
•  stablish  a  Czei ho-Slovak  Bank  here,  and  it  is  jirojiosed 
to  form  the  capital  in  ronbh's  by  empiloying  the  jiroreeds 
derived  from  the  sale  of  gtxids  imported  from  Czixho- 
Slovakia. 

The  folloMing  information  regarding  the  ^lission  is  taken 
from  a  local  neM'siiaper:  — 

A  Trading  and  Industrial  Mission  of  the  Cze<ho-SIovak 
Hopublic  has  arrived  at  Ro.stov-on-Don  from  Xovorossisk. 
The  Mission  comjiri.ses  2()  persons,  and  is  headed  by  Profe.s.sor 
Kveton,  Minister  for  Trade  and  Industry,  and  Mr.  Mat- 
tou.sdiek.  General  Secretaj’v  of  the  Economic  As.sociation  for 
East  Slavonia  at  Prague,  is  acting  as  his  a.ssi.stant. 

Tlie  Mi.ssion  is  accompanied  by  representatives  of  all 
hramhes  of  the  rich  and  Mell-developed  industries  of  Czecho- 
i'lovakia,  including  representatives  of  the  Metallurgical 
Syndicates  (agricultural  implements,  machinery,  ploughs, 
tractors,  engines,  motor  cars,  electrical  apjtliances,  etc.),  the 
t'vndicates  of  the  Ti'xtile  Industry  (ready-made  clothes. 
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underuear  and  other  textiles),  the  Leather  Sxndicates, 
GlassMare,  Potteries,  Enamel  Ware,  representatives  of 
Ex|x)rt  Banks,  engineers  interested  in  the  construction  of 
Morks,  sugar  factories,  flour  mills,  etc. 

riie  Mission  is  suj)()lied  uith  samjiles  and  models  of  Czech 
manufactured  g<x)ds,  and  it  is  pirojiosiHl  to  open  an  exhibition 
as  soon  as  suitable  luemises  can  be  found. 

The  principal  aim  of  the  Mission  is  to  conclude  a  Com¬ 
mercial  Treaty  uitli  the  Government  and  barter  goods  direct 
through  the  .Ministry  or  co-ojx'rativcs,  avoiding  all  middle¬ 
men  and  profiteers  in  order  that  the  pieople  may  procure  the 
artii  les  they  require  at  normal  prices. 


NEAR  East. 


P.ALESTINE. 


CO-MPANY  llEdlSTR.VnON  IN  OCCUPIED 
K  N  E  -M  Y  TE  R  R ITOK  IE  S . 

.\n  Ordinance  has  been  issued  by  the  Occupied  Enemy 
Territoiics  (South)  Administration  at  Jerusalem  providing 
for  the  registration  of  companies,  and  for  their  authoristi- 
tioij  before  commencing  business.  This  Ordinance  provides 
in  Art.  6  that  the  persons  desiring  to  form  a  company  to 
carry  on  business  in  Oc  (  upied  Enemy  Territory  (South)  must 
subiiiit  two  copies  of  the  proimscd  Articles  of  Association  to 
a  sjiecial  Commission. 

The  text  of  the  Ordinance  is  given  hcloM’ ;  — 

R  EtaSTRATIOX  OF  Co.MPAXIES  AXD  PARTXERStlirS. 

"Whereas  the  Ottoman  Commercial  Code  requires  that  all 
commercial  partnerships  and  companies  should  he  registered 
111  the  Commercial  Court,  and  that  an  Imperial  Decree 
should  be  is.sued  authorising  the  incorporation  of  a  limited 
company,  and  Mhcrcas  it  is  desirable  to  make  fresh  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  autliorisation  of  companies  and  partnerships 
and  to  amend  in  certain  respects  the  rules  of  the  Ottoman 
Commercial  Code  contcrniiig  them,  it  is  hereby  ordered  as 
folloMS ;  — 

1.  .\ny  commercial  I'artncrship  or  company  carrying  on 
huflinc.ss  in  Occupied  Enemy  Territory  (South),  Mhetlicr  n  itli 
or  Mithout  limited  liability,  and  Mhctlier  established  in  the 
Ottoman  Empire  or  abroad,  shall  be  registered  Mithin  one 
month  of  the  issue  of  this  Ordinance  in  the  Court  of  First 
Instance  of  the  district  in  M  hich  it  has  its  principal  seat  or  a 
l.iranch  establishment. 

.Vny  comnu'rcial  partner^Iiip  or  company  hereafter 
fstabiished  and  carrying  on  business  in  the  Occupied  Enemy 
Territory  (.Soutli)  shall  be  registered  m  ithin  one  month  of  the 
date  of  its  establishment. 

2.  \  partnersliip  mIucIi  requires  to  be  registered  shall 
lodge  Mith  the  Rresident  of  the  Court  of  First  Instance  a 
declaration  sigiu'd  hy  the  (lartnors,  Mhich  shall  contain:  — 

(a)  The  name  in  full,  description  and  residence  of  the 
jiartners  other  than  the  shareholders  M  ith  limited 
liability  or  the  dormant  limited  partners 
(com  ma  n  di  t  a  i  re  s) . 

(h)  The  firm-name  of  the  partnership. 

(c)  The  names  of  the  partners  mIio  are  authorised  to 

admini.ster  the  affairs  of  partnership,  to  manage 
it,  and  to  sign  it. 

(d)  The  amount  of  capital  paid-up  or  to  be  paid  on  on 

shares  or  by  the  commanditaires  partners,  and 

(c)  The  date  of  commencement  and  termination  of  the 
partnership. 

3.  A  limited  liability  company  shall  lodge  Mith  the 
President  of  the  Court  a  declaration  Mhich  shall  state 

(a)  The  name  of  the  companj'. 

(b)  The  country  in  Mhich  the  company  is  established 

and  its  nationality. 

(c)  The  ohjetts  of  the  company 

(d)  The  authorised  and  jiaid-up  capital  of  the  company 

and  the  nominal  value  and  number  of  its  shares. 

(e)  The  jilacc  of  the  principal  residence  of  the  company 

and  any  places  in  the  Occupied  Enemy  Territory 
(.South)  M  here  the  company  has  a  branch. 

(f)  The  names  of  tho  managers  or  other  persons 

authorised  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
companx’  and  to  appear  in  legal  actions  on  Ix'half 
of  the  company. 

Tmo  copies  of  tlie  .\rticles  of  .Association  of  the 
companj'  sealed  Mith  its  official  seal  shall  be 
attached  to  the  declaration. 

4.  The  declaration  so  registered  shall  he  posted  as  a  public 
notice  at  the  LaM-  Courts,  and  published  in  at  least  tMO 
issues  of  the  Official  Gazette. 

.■).  Any  change  in  the  con.stitntion  of  the  partnership  or 
company  shall  likcMise  he  rcgi.stered  and  a  similar  declara¬ 
tion  as  to  the  change  shall  he  submitted  to  the  Court  and 
jiuhlished  in  the  xvay  iihove-mentioned. 
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G.  A  foinpaiiv  witli  limited  liability.  a  limited 
partnership,  and  a  co-operative  society,  and  any  other 
iorni  of  commercial  association  with  limited  liability,  must 
obtain  an  authorisation  from  the  Occupied  Knemy  Territory 
(South)  Administration  liefore  commencing  business. 
Tile  persons  desiring  to  form  >uch  an  assix-iation  shall 
submit  to  the  Administration  two  copies  of  the  proposed 
Articles  of  .Vs.sociation.  A  speiaal  commission,  consisting  of 
an  OHicer  of  the  dudicial  l)epartment,  an  Ollicer  of  the 
Finance  Department,  and  an  (^fiicor  of  the  Commerce 
Department,  shall  examine  the  .Vrticles  of  As.sociation,  and 
if  si  tished,  .suhmii  them  to  the  Chief  Administrator  for  his 
approval  When  the  Articles  of  Association  have  been 
approved  and  all  the  tees  due  on  the  formation  of  the 
Association  have  Ixam  paid,  a  copy  of  the  Articles  so 
approved  shall  be  delivered  to  the  founders,  and  the 
as.S(xiation  shall  be  authorised  to  commence  business. 

7.  The  fees  pre.scribed  hy  the  Stamp  I.aw  of  (ith  of 
February,  1321,  shall  bc'  payable  on  the  formation  of  a 
partnership  or  company. 

8.  A  fee  of  £K15.  prescrihed  by  the  Ottoman  Law  of  ddtli 
0(  lober,  1330,  shall  la*  2'iiyable  on  registration  by  a  com¬ 
pany  established  outside  the  Ottoman  I'.mpire,  except  nhere 
the  company  jirovcs  that  it  has  already  jiaid  the  fee  and 
obtained  an  authorisation  to  carry  on  business  in  the 
Ottoman  Enniire. 

9.  Any  partneishij)  or  company  oi  association  vhich  con¬ 
travenes  any  of  tlu'sc  rules  shall  Ik*  liable  to' a  fine  not 
exceeding  £K2.jt). 

10.  The  provisions  of  the  Ottoman  Commercial  Code,  so 
far  as  they  are  not  inconsistent  with  these  rules,  shall  con¬ 
tinue  to  a[)ph'  to  all  commercial  assexiations  in  the  Occui)ied 
Fncinv  'I'erritory  (.South). 

11.  This  ordinance  is  substituted  for  the  ordinance  dated 
ITth  .Tanuary,  1919,  which  is  hereby  rejiealed. 


MOROCCO. 

C()M.\iEi;C!Al.  VALUE  (lE  I'AEMETTo 
I.EAVES. 

(From  11. M.  Itriirc^entnfin  .) 

TA.VCIFIt. 

An  article  ai)peareil  in  a  recent  issue  of  “XoTiveau  Maroc’’ 
dealing  with  the  <()mmereial  value  of  i)almetto  letives,  and 
recommending  that  stejis  be  taken  for  their  more  extensive 
exploitation. 

*  The  Palmetto  (Chamaeroi)S  humilis)  is  found  generally 

ail  over  Alonxco,  but  jiarticularly  in  the  western  jilains, 
1  where  it  is  calculated  that  thou.sands  of  ht*ctares  exist  which 

have  ujj  to  the  present  remained  j.raetically  untouched. 
CoMMF.nciM.  T'.«es. 

The  uses  to  which  this  jiroduct  can  be  put  include  fibre, 
])f  per  jmlp.  tannin  and  gallic  acid,  alcohol,  fecula,  fuel, 
cattle  fodder. 

Fibre  is  largely  used,  under  the  name  of  "eriii  vegetal” 
or  ‘‘vegetable  hair.”  tor  mattresses  and  furniture,  and  to 
replace  esjiarto  in  baski't-making,  mat-making,  etc.,  also  for 
rope-making,  sacking,  harvesting  cord,  in  which  it  replaces 
that  made  of  American  sl.sal  costing  7o0  francs  a  ton.  llefore 
the  war  the  price  of  jialmetto  fibre  delivered  on  tjuay  at 
Dordeaux  was  140  francs  a  ton,  though  now  the  {irice 
delivered  C|U.iy  Hordeaux  is  •‘iOO  to  WXl  francs  a  ton  ;  but  it  is 
exix*ct<  (1  that  on  the  resumjition  of  normal  communications 
the  prices  w  ill  fall  considerably. 

Pajier  |)ulp  can  be  made  from  the  leaves  and  the  root.s  of 
the  yialmetto.  as  wc*!!  as  from  the  residue  of  the  manufacture 
of  fihn*.  It  can  he  produccxl  from  the  former,  it  is  stated, 
more  easily  than  from  esparto,  and  requires  no  special 
|•r(K■ess.  Only  a  half  of  the  (|uantity  of  soda  is  required 
compared  to  esparto,  giving  28  per  cent  of  ]ml])  against  40 
per  cent,  by  (''jiarto.  The  low  |H“rcentage  is,  however,  com- 
pensati'd  for  hy  (T)  the  lower  cost  of  yialmetto ;  (2)  cx'onomy 
in  yu-oduction  :  and  (3)  more  rayiid  bleaching. 

The  yuily>  is  said  to  be  supyde  and  very  fibrous:  it  felts 
very  will  and  is  ea.sy  to  make  into  \rry  thin  sheets,  while 
drying  is  rayiid.  The  resulting  yiaper  is  of  good  ciuality.  and 
is  claimed,  equal  to  or  better  than  that  yiroduced  from 
csyiarto.  Made  from  the  rcxits  it  gives  a  yiulp  superior  to 
woixl  and  less  costly  to  work. 

Before  the  war  Algc-ria  exyiortcd  .'50,000  to  GO.OTlO  tons,  of 
which  1.600  tons  went  to  England,  2,.'500  tons  to  France,  and 
the  rest  to  Hamburg 

As  the  Palmetto-bearing  lands  are  uncultivated  and  form 
yiart  of  the  ^faklizen  domains,  the  writer  yxiints  out  that  it 
would  be  in  the*  interest  of  the  State  to  reserve  some 
thousands  of  hectares  of  these  lands  for  the  growing  of  this 
yilant  and  to  enter  into  some  combination  by  which  the 
Treasury  would  benefit  indirectly  through  the  increase  of 
commerce  w  hich  w  ould  follow  on  the  improved  circumstances 
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of  the  natives  jiroviding  the  labour  required  for  their  ex- 
yiloitation,  etc.  He  adds  that  certain  recent  laws  in  France,  j 
and  others  yirojected,  yirovide  for  the  yiarticijiation  of  the 
.'"'tate  in  c-oncessions  for  railways,  mines  and  hydraulic  power, 
and  that  these*  laws  arc  ayiyilicable,  if  not  in  the  letter,  at  I 
least  in  the  spirit,  to  all  French  possessions.  I 

He  consequently  suggests  that,  the  purchase  of  the  lands  i 
heing  out  of  the  question  owing  tc  the  capital  which  would 
he  involved,  the  Alakhzen  should  resort  to  a  system  of  con¬ 
cession.?,  and  jiroyioses  that  such  concessions  be  gratuitous, 
the  coucessionaire  yiaying  a  yiortion  of  the  yearly  jirofits  to 
the  .Sheriftian  (Jovernment.  The  Government  would  thus 
benefit  doubly,  i.e.,  indirL'<  tly  by  the  emyiloymcnt  of  labour 
on  lands  at  j)rest*nt  unjiroductive  and  by  its  yiarticiyiation  in 
liie  jirofits,  to  which  may  be  added  other  benefits  to  the 
country  arising  from  traiisyiort,  etc. 


ASIA. 


SIAM.  I 

^JIIADE  (»E  liAXtJKOK,  1918-19. 

(Fiom  II. M.  I'icc-Consul.) 

B.vngkok. 

During  the  , 8iame.se  year  ended  31st  March,  3919,  the 
imjiorts  into  the  yiort  of  Bangkok  amounts'd  in  value  to 
£7, 93(1,147,  and  the  exyiorts  from  Bangkok  to  £l2,4()3,P.->(), 
gi\  ing  a  total  track*  of  £2(1,394,103.  The  chief  yioint  to  be 
horm*  in  mind  is  that  of  this  total  (!reat  Britain  and  her 
Colonies  aecount(*d  for  68-6  yier  cent.  (Go  per  cent,  of  the 
imports  and  7()-8  jier  cent,  of  the  exyMUts). 

Thesi*  latter  figures  contrast  somewhat  unfavourably  with 
the  corres|)onding  figures  for  the  j)revious  year  (ending  31st 
Alarch.  1918),  in  which  the  British  Emyiire  sixured  Sly  j)er 
cent,  of  the  total  trade  of  Bangkok  (70-8  jier  C(*nt.  of  the 
imports  and  94-8  yier  is'iit.  of  tin*  exports).  Tin*  difterence  is 
to  be  exyilained  largely  by  a  syx'cial  factor,  viz.,  the  great  j 
d.'*mand  which  arose  during  1918-19  for  Siam  rice  from  the 
A’(*therland  East  Indies  and  Jayian.  i 

It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that  the  bulk  of  the  ! 
trade  of  Siam  yias.ses  through  the  gr(*at  British  entreyiots  of 
.8iugay»ore  and  Hongkong,  undergoing  transhiymient  at  one 
or  other  of  those  yxirts.  The  large  yirejionderance  in  com¬ 
mercial  matters  ayiyiarently  enjoyed  by  the  British  Empire 
is  thus  somew  hat  illusory,  since  it  by  no  means  follows  that 
goods  assign«*d  to  Hongkong  or  .Singajxire  in  the  Customs 
Beturns  have  a  British  origin  or  destination,  as  the  case 
may  Ixi. 

In  1917-18  the  exports  from  Bangkok  to  Xetherland  East 
Indie?  amounted  only  to  £273.93o  ia  value;  in  1918-19  their 
value  rose  to  £1,877.608. 

Gke.vt  Txciie.\se  i.x  Exports  to  J.\pan*. 

The  value  of  the  exixirts  to  .lapan  from  Bangkok  .show.s 
an  even  greater  proportionate  increase  in  1918-19  over  the 
previous  vear.  In  1917-18  their  value  amountixl  to  cnlv 
£42.0.60  ;  in  1918-19  it  rose  to  f  1,064,186. 

I.XFLUENCE  OF  lllCE  ExPORT.S 

The  whole  of  the  increments  mentioned,  Ixitli  to  the  Dutch 
East  Indies  and  to  Jajian,  may  be  credited  to  the  export  of 
rice  from  Siam  to  tho.se  countries.  These  figures  do  not 
re|>resent  the  normal  trade  lM*tween  Siam  and  the  two  above 
countries,  and  no  doubt  when  the  supjily  of  c(*reals  in  .Japan 
and  .Java  is  again  more  equal  to  the  demand  the  export  of 
rice  to  both  of  them  from  Siam  will  not  be  maintained. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  exports  (mainly  rice,  since  that 
commodity  in  19J8-19  rejircsented  81'6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
value  of  exjiorts  from  Bangkok)  to  Hongkong,  Singapore  and 
the  United  Kingdom  barely  maintained  in  value  their  level 
of  the  former  year. 

Those  to  Hongkong  increa.sed  a  little,  it  is  true,  from 
£3,078,G3t)  to  £.3,4.60,670;  but  to  Singajiore  a  small  decrea.«e 
in  value  is  noted  from  £6, 129, .386  to  £4,909,124;  and  a  much 
larger  i»roportionate  decrease  to  the  I'nited  Kingdom  direct 
from  £3()7,3(i9  to  .£10(i,.643.  In  all  three  instances  the 
quantity  of  rice  exported  shows  a  considerable  decrease. 

Bicf.  I‘’xi*orts  .\xi)  the  Ci  imEXcy. 

The  actual  quantity  of  rice  export cxl  during  the  year  ended 
3Ut  March,  1919,  was  not  so  great  as  in  the  bumjier  year  of 
1917-18,  amounting  to  about  8.60,000  tons,  comiiared  with 
1,1(K),(K)0  tons  then,  but  the  value  was  increased  to  such  an 
(*xtent  that  imjiorts  no  longer  balanced  <'xj»orts  in  value,  and 
the  Exchange  llanks  had  to  obtain  large  .sums  of  money  from 
the  Government  Tri-asurv  in  Bangkok  against  sterling  pay¬ 
ments  in  I.ondon,  to  finance  the  export  trade. 

This  action  reacted  on  the  Treasury,  whose  coffers  soon 
bf*f  ame  juai  tically  dej)h*t«xl  of  silvi*r  and  even  of  notes,  and 
who.  in  addition  to  issuing  a  new  note  of  the  value  of  1  tical 
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at  tlic  end  of  1913  (in  order  to  save  the  silver  currency),  were 
forced  early  in  1919  to  surcharge  large  quantities  of  this 
1  tical  note  with  the  value  of  50  ticals 

This  last  action  proved  unpopular,  as  forgeries  at  once 
iM'gan  to  appear,  and  owing  to  new  supplies  of  notes  having 
now  been  received,  tiie  surcharged  notes  have  been  withdrawn 
from  circulation. 

It  may  be  added  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  rice 
trade  was  diverted  direct  to  Java  and  Japan,  owing  to  the 
prohibition  by  the  Government  of  the  Straits  Settlements  of 
the  export  of  rice  from  that  colony. 

DE^^A^'I)  FOR  Control  of  Export. 

In  the  spring  of  1919  the  cost  of  rice  having  forced  up 
local  prices  all  round  to  an  astonishing  degree,  the  public 
began  to  take  alarm,  and  the  press  to  demand  some  measure 
of  control  of  the  export  of  rice,  as  well  as  of  local  prices,  by 
the  Siamese  Government. 

.Vs  the  paddy  crop  of  1917,  exported  in  1918,  had  been  .some¬ 
what  damagecl  b}-  flood.s,  and  had  therefore  been  considerably 
less  than  the  previous  year’s  crop ;  and  as  the  demand  from 
abroad,  and  the  prices  offered  were  too  attractive  to  be 
ignored  by  the  local  millers,  it  was  feared  that  in  1919-20 
there  would  not  be  suHicient  rice  left  in  the  country  to  meet 
tlie  home  needs,  especially  if  the  1919  croj)  did  not  come  up 
to  expectations.  The  local  press  laid  such  insistent  stress 
upon  these  fears  that  eventually  in  July,  1919,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  issued  a  Decree  appointing  a  Rice  Controller  and  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  export  of  rice  from  Siam,  except  under  licence. 
This  Decree  still  remains  in  force. 

.\s  regards  the  imjmrt  trade,  it  is  stated  that  the  ma  jority 
of  tli(‘  nativ<‘  importing  hous<>s  have  been,  since  the  .Vrmis- 
tice,  chary  of  placing  large  orders  for  goods  in  Europe  and 
.Vmerica,  in  the  hope  that  prices  will  soon  go  down.  'J'he 
maiket  is  therefore  in  a  very  uncertain  condition. 

riie  value  of  silver  having  passed  the  limit  at  which  not 
only  the  silver  tical,  but  also  the  subsidiary  silver  coinage, 
is  safe  from  the  melting-pot,  on  4th  of  September,  1919,  the 
official  exchange  value  of  the  tical,  although  on  a  gold 
standard  basis,  was  raised  from  Is.  (ild.  to  Is.  8d. ;  and  on 
Gth  October,  was  further  advanced  to  Is.  IHd. 

Chief  E.xports. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  from  Siam  in  1918-19  were 
a.s  follow:  — 


.Article. 

Quantitv. 

A'alue. 

Tons. 

£ 

Rice  . 

.  815,323 

10,101,200 

Teak  . 

.  30,930 

430,590 

Hides  . 

.  2,340 

Rolls. 

130,265 

Silk  ]ti(‘ce-good.>  . 

.  09,394 

Tons. 

123.547 

Pepper  . 

.  1,406 

108.983 

I’rincipai.  Imports. 

The  chief  artiiles  of  imiiort  into  Siam  in  1918-19  were:  — 
-Article.  Quantity.  Value. 

Tons.  £ 


Cotton  mauufacturcs  .  3.925  1,924,014 


Other  textiles 

(  +  304.424  corges) 
.  ,  147 

343.250 

(Tnnen.  silk  and  avooI) 

Aletal  manufactures  .  6,335 

40.5,131 

A*arn  . 

.  1,218 

336,615 

Sugar  . 

.  23,110 

316,409 

Gunnv  bags 

Bail's. 

.  18,839 

397.444 

Gold  leaf  . 

Taels. 

.  48.650 

339,192 

Kerosene  oil 

Gallons. 
.  4.174,120 

252,968 

Balance  of  Trade. 

The  trade  of  Siam  is  thus  largely  concerne<l  uith  the 
import  of  cotton  manufactures  and  other  textiles  and  the 
export  of  rice. 

-Vs  a  rule,  of  late  year.s  exports  and  imports  have  approxi- 
nuitely  balanced  one  another  in  value,  and  this  fact  has  niade 
the  work  of  the  Exchange  Hanks,  which  operate  in  Hangkok, 
easy  in  arranging  credits. 

Cereal  Shortage  .\nd  Rice  Prices. 

Rut  during  the  year  1918-19  a  great  shortage  of  cereals 
became  evident  throughout  the  Ear  East,  and  the  price  of 
rice  began  to  soar  towards  the  end  of  1918,  as  the  result  of 
enquiries  for  large  quautities  from  Xetherland  East  Indies 
and  Japan.  Tn  May,  1918.  the  price  of  Siam  Xo.  1  rice  was 
locally  13  ticals  a  picul  (1331,  lb.) ;  in  Xovember,  1918,  it  had 
lisen  to  17  ticals  a  jiicul,  and  in  June,  1919,  to  41‘50  ticals 
per  picul.  Ry  October  it  had  fallen  back  to  24  ticals  per 
picul 
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Position  of  R.vngkok, 

The  trade  under  review  is  l>orne  to  and  from  the  port  of 
Bangkok  entirely  by  sea.  .Vs  Bangkok  is  the  only  important 
commercial  centre  in  the  kingdom,  the  figures  given  above 
may  be  taken  as  applying  practically  to  the  whole  of  Siam. 

[XoTE. — .An  article  cn  the  “Foreign  Trade  of  Bangkok.” 
bascnl  on  the  Report  on  the  Foreign  Trade  and  X'avigation 
of  Bangkok,  1918-19,  was  published  in  the  “Journal”  of 
30th  October  (sec  p.  534-5).  This  gave  in  detail  much  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  sources  of  im^iorts,  the  destina¬ 
tions  of  exports,  etc.  j 


IXDUSTRLVL  DEVKLOP.MKXT. 

{h’ruiit  II. M.  Vice-Consul.) 

Bangkok. 

The  industrial  development  of  Siam,  as  the  term  is  under- 
stfK)d  in  the  West,  is  at  present  only  in  its  infancy,  but 
factories  have  been  set  up  in  Bangkok  within  the  past  few 
years  for  the  manufacture  of:  (1)  t’ement;  (2)  ice,  aerated 
waters;  (3)  soap;  (4)  cigarette-making;  (5)  tanning  of  hides 
lor  leather. 

I’here  are  seven  factories  in  all.  These  comprise  one 
cement  factory  with  a  capital  of  1,5(X),(X)0  ticals  (£‘115.(K)0) : 
three  aerated  water  factories;  one  soap;  one  cigarette;  and 
one  leather  factory. 

Foreign  Capital. 

The  cement,  the  leather,  and  one  of  the  aerated  water 
companies  are  registered  as  Siame.se  limited  lialiility  cmi- 
paiiies,  though  the  mauagemeut  and  a  large  part  of  the 
capital  are  in  all  three  cases  foreign.  The  Privy  Purse  owns, 
luAvever,  half  the  shares  in  the  cement  company.  One  of  the 
aerated  water  factories  is  a  branch  of  a  British  Singapore 
firm  (capital,  £42,009). 

The  third  aerated  water  factory  and  the  soap  factory  Avere 
both  Siamese-owned,  but  the  soap  factory  is  now  in  .Anglo- 
Danish  hands.  The  cigarette  factory  is  the  property  of  a 
Greek.  There  are  also  two  or  three  Chinese  tanneries  in 
Bangkok. 

Tiaiber-AIilling. 

The  milling  of  timber  is  confined  to  Bangkok,  and  with 
one  British-Cliinese  exr option,  is  in  the  hands  of  five  Euro¬ 
pean  firms,  four  of  w  hich  are  British  and  one  Danish. 

The  timber  milled  is  principally  teak,  which  is  floated 
down  the  great  river-system  of  the  country  from  the 
northern  fore.sts  of  Siam.  But  other  hard  woods  are  also 
worki'd  to  a  certain  extent.  One  Siame.se  company,  for  which 
one  of  the  above  four  British  firms  acts  as  the  managing 
agents,  was  formed  .some  years  ago  tor  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
tracting  and  milling  a  number  of  hard  woods,  of  which  the 
chief  is  “Mai  A’ang.”  In  this  ca.se  the  milling  lakes  place 
at  Srirncha.  a  small  town  on  the  east  coast  of  the  Gulf  of 
Siam,  about  80  miles  from  Bangkok.  The  Danish  company 
mentioned  above  is  also  working  hard  woods  in  the  Bandon 
district  of  the  peninsula. 

Each  of  the  five  above  firms  has  its  branches  scattered 
throughout  the  Xorth  of  Siam  for  the  extraction  of  timber, 
and  the  men  employed  in  the  industry  are  jirincipally 
Burmese  and  Shan  British  subjects,  as  regards  sub-contrac¬ 
tors,  and  Kamouks  (French  proteges  from  the  east  bank  of 
the  Mekbong),  and  Laos,  as  regards  forest  Avorkers  and 
elephant  driAcrs. 

Tin-AItntng. 

Tin-mining  has  liecu  confiniHl  hitherto  to  the  central 
portion  of  tlie  Siamese  Alalav  Peninsula,  viz.,  the  districts 
of  liangsuan,  Renong,  and  Puket,  but  is  gradually  extend¬ 
ing  over  the  major  ])art  of  the  Siamese  portion  of  the 
Peninsula,  and  is  likely  to  deA'clop  to  a  considerable  extent. 
The  companies  interested  at  prc'eut  arc  chiefly  of  .Australian 
origin. 

A\  OLFH  AAI. 

Wolfram-mining  is  carried  on,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Peninsula,  in  the  proA'inces  of  XakaAvn  Sritamarat,  Singora, 
and  Puket,  but  mainly  on  the  East  coast,  and  the  whole  out¬ 
put  Avas  recently  being  utilised  for  .Allied  Avar  purposes.  This 
output  has  not  yet  reached,  hoAvever,  a  Aery  larg»>  figure. 

Diamonos. 

Ruby  and  sapphire  mining  are  carried  on  to  a  certain 
extent  in  the  C’hantaboon  district  of  Siam,  chiefly  by 
Burmese,  though  the  major  portion  of  the  stones  found 
comes  actually  from  Pailin,  Avhich  is  uoav  in  French  territory 
out.side  Siam.  Tlie  export  trade  in  these  stones  is  still 
mostly  cariied  on  through  Bangkok. 

Rice-AIillinc. 

Rice-milling,  Avhich  is  mainly  carried  on  to  meet  export 
demands,  is  also  tngaged  on  account  of  local  consumption. 
It  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  Bangkok,  but  there  arc  a 


18 


THE  JiOAlH)  OF  TKADE  JOl’EXAL. 


Jantary  1 ,  1020. 


I 


IMPERIAL  AND  FOREIGN  TRADE-tonOnucd. 


low  small  mills  at  Sanggora,  llatburi,  Patricw,  and  otlior 
towns  of  the  intorior  of  Siam. 

.Nearly  all  the  mills  are  Chinese-owned,  though  a  few  are  i 
the  jiroperty  of  Siamese.  Euroj)ean  firms  have  attempted 
the  milling  of  riee  iii  comj)etition  with  the  Chin(>se,  hut  un-  | 
sueeessfully,  and  tlu'ir  mill.s  are  now  clo.sed  down  or  sold  to 
Chinese  firms.  -V  .Swiss  firm  is,  however,  about  to  make  | 
another  attempt  to  compete  i 

E.veoRT  OF  Rice.  j 

The  ex|)ort  of  I’ice  to  Europe.  .South  Africa,  etc.,  which 
amounts  to  alsiut  30  per  ceiit.  of  the  total  e.xports  of  rice, 
and  consists  chiefly  of  white  j)olished  rice,  is  mainly  in  the 
hands  of  Europeans,  chiefly  Hritish  firms.  The  remaining 
70  per  c(*nt.  is  exported  hy  the  Chinese  mills  to  Hongkong 
for  China,  and  to  SingaiM)re  for  F('derat<'d  ilalay  States 
consumption,  and  for  transhipment  to  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 

Wooden  Bovt-Biildi-ng. 

The  huilding  of  sampans,  padi-lK)ats,  and  house-lmats  (for 
up-country  travelling)  of  teak  wood  is  in  Chinest'  hands,  and 
si!|)|(lies  local  requirements  only. 

The  .Siamese  proprietor  of  one  of  the  aerated  water  fac¬ 
tories  has  lately,  in  view  of  the  greatly  enhanced  value  of 
tonnage,  huilt  in  Bangkok  an  ocean-going  wooden  vess.'l 
fitted  with  a  motor,  of  about  2t)<J  tons. 

Fl’RXlTlRE-M  AKING. 

A  very  considerable  industry  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Chines»>, 
who  use  wood  (chiefly  teak)  and  cane  (rattan). 

BikisHAs,  Gharries,  etc. 

A  great  number  of  rikishas  are  manufactured  annually. 

'I  he  tyre.i  and  hubs  are  imported.  This  industry  is  also  in 
Chinese  hands. 

Sll  K  AND  C'OTTON  WeAV1.NO 

Native  skirts  (*‘sins”)  are  woven  throughout  the  North 
of  Siam  liy  tlie  I.aos,  for  local  use,  of  silk  and  cotton.  Native 
nether  garments  (“panungs”)  as  worn  by  the  Siamese  are 
woven  in  the  ChantaluMui  district  of  .Siam,  of  cotton.  The 
-/ara.  both  silk  and  cotton,  is  all  imported;  in  the  north 
chii'fiy  tliiough  Burma  ;  in  the  .South  through  Ifangkok. 
There  is  also  a  small  amount  of  silk  and  cotton-weaving 
tarried  on  in  Bangkok  by  Burmese,  Sianuse,  and  Mons. 

.'^ii.K  Dyet.ng. 

This  is  carried  on  in  Itangkok  by  the  Chinest'.  Iflack  and 
blue  are  tlu'  colours  in  use,  and  only  vegetable  dyes  art‘  used. 

The  silk  is  stuit  in  large  quantities  from  China  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  being  dyed,  and  is  then  r»'-exported  to  China.  Singa- 
liore,  and  tdsew  here,  tin*  reason  being  that  the  dy*>  is 
obtained  from  pt'rishable  fresh  fruit,  which  cannot  tluMcfore 
be  exjxirted  for  the  required  j)urpose. 

Toracto. 

tJrown  cliiefly  in  the  ChantalMHin  district  for  general  con- 
sumi)tit)n.  it  is  also  ju’oduced  in  the  north  and  other  districts 
of  Siam  for  local  consumption 

The  Chantab(K)n  tobacco  is  cured  in  the  district  and  then 
sent  to  Bangkok,  whore  many  small  native  factories  exist, 
for  the  rolling  of  cigarettes  in  banana,  areca-palm,  and  lotus 
leaves.  There  is  also  now  an  increasing  export  of  Chanta- 
iKAtin  tobacco  to  Singajmre. 

In  the  main,  Siam  may  be  said  to  produce  lier  own  raw- 
materials  for  such  few  industries  as  she  possesses.  She  is, 
however,  essentially  an  exporting  country  and  procures  from 
elsewhere  almost  exclusively  such  manufactured  articles  as  j 
'he  recpiires.  i 


LATIN  AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 


THE  AXHIXdA  FI  HUE  IXDUSTHY. 

Tin*  jilant  known  as  anhinga  is  a  native  of  the  State  of 
Para,  Brazil,  and  it  is  dcH-larc'd  that  this  State  alone  is 
capable  of  jiroducing  100, (KK)  tons  annually  for  export. 

The  anhinga  constitutevs  the  raw  material  from  which 
c  I'llulose  for  the  manufacture  of  linen  paper  is  obtained.  The 
fibre's  may  also  be  transfornuKl  by  a  chemical  process  into  an 
artificial  e-otton  libre.  The  fact  that  this  fibre  eWs  not 
dcH-ay  gives  it  an  advantage  over  that  obtained  from  analo¬ 
gous  plants. 

The  anhinga  grows  along  the  banks  of  all  the  rivers  of 
Para,  which  have'  a  slow  current,  permitting  a  soft  bed  of 
mud  for  their  rcMits.  In  1908  the  Commercial  .Vssociation  of 
Para  received  a  h'tter  from  a  paper  factory  as  to  the 
possibilities  of  obtaining  this  fibre  in  large  quantities,  but 
at  the  time  the  assexiation  Avas  unable  to  find  anyone  to 
exploit  the  indu.stry,  because  of  the  large  and  easily  acquired 
profits  afforded  by  the  rubl>er  industry.  However,  experi¬ 
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ments  were  made  last  year  with  excellent  results,  and  those 
intcuested  in  the  new  industry  have  recommended  that 
abandoned  sugar  mills  be  fitted  up  for  the  treatment  of  the 
hhre. 

A  mill  already  in  ojieration  is  producing  0(X)  kilos  daily. 
The  priee  of  the  fibre  at  Para  is  dtXJ  to  350  reis  per  kilo.  It 
is  stated  that  the  head  of  the  Para  State  Chemical  Laliora- 
tory  has  discovered  a  new  proces-s  for  di.ssolving  tho  fibres, 
transforming  them  into  very  fine,  white  fibres,  like  cotton 
hhre  of  prime  quality.  Moreover,  their  structure,  it  is 
stated,  is  superior  to  that  of  the  cotton  fibre,  since  the  lints 
are  straight  and  parallel. 


CHILE. 

AI>l)lTlOX.\L  LOAXS  TO  XITHATE 
I’KODUCEHS. 

(Fniiii  11. M.  Mi  II  hi  Cl'.) 

.Santiago. 

Among  tho  mt'asiires  adopted  hy  the  (  hiloan  Government  i 
during  the  war  for  assisting  the  Nitrate  Industry  was  the 
pas'ing  ot  a  scries  of  l.aws — on  12th  .Viigust,  1914,  21st 
.'sc])tcml)cr,  1917,  and  21.st  August,  1918 — authorising  the 
Treasury  to  make  advances  of  money  to  the  nitrate  jno- 
diuers  on  the  stocks  of  nitrate  ready  for  transjmrtation  or 
shipment. 

T  he  loans  made  to  nitrate  producers  up  to  the  end  of 
June,  1918,  amounted  to  98,170,393  pesos,  of  which  all  hut 
4,899,491  pesos  has  been  repaid. 

The  terms  on  which  the  advances  have  been  made  have 
been  modified  to  suit  the  conditions  of  trade,  and  when  la.st 
estahlislu'd  hy  the  I. aw  of  21st  Augu.st,  1918,  fixed  the  snni 
advanced  on  a  Spanish  quintal  (of  46  kilos)  of  nitrate  ready 
at  the  port  for  shipment  at  six  pesos,  and  on  that  ready 
at  the  works  for  trans|)ortation  at  four  pesos,  tho  minimum 
interest  payable  being  4  percent.,  and  authority  being  given 
for  advances  on  a  maximum  amount  of  eight  million  quintals 
of  nitrate, 

Tho  Chilian  Government  now  ])roi)ose  to  increa.se  the 
maximum  amount  of  nitr.ate  on  which  tho  loans  are  based 
from  eight  to  twelve  million  quintals,  in  order  to  stave 
off  the  paralysation  of  the  nitrate  industrj-  hy  the  closing 
down  of  the  wf)iks  which  is  thi('atcne<l  hy  t'le  unfavourable 
state  of  the  nitrate  market,  and,  moreover,  with  the  ohjett 
of  avoiding  a  furtiier  increa.so  in  the  number  of  unemployed 
workmen. 

This  measure  has  hot  n  sent  to  Congress  for  its  approval, 
hut  has  not  yet  actually  come  into  force. 


CUBA. 


I'OIIEKIX  TRADE,  1918-11). 

Statistics  furnished  hy  the  Consul  in  T-ondon  tor  tho 
Bepuhlic  of  Cuba  show  that  the  total  value  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  Cuba  during  the  past  official  year  was  792,8()6,()30 
pesos,  toward  which  im|H)rts  contributed  315,578,167  |)oso,s, 
ami  ex|)()rts  477,221,863  pesos.  The.so  figures  mark  a  sub¬ 
stantial  increase  on  those  of  1917-18,  w  lien  the  total  foreign 
trade  was  valued  at  (>82, 408, 461)  pesos  (imports  302,624,17o 
pesos,  and  exjiorts  379,784,285  pesos).  The  following  com¬ 
parative  tables  give  the  direction  of  tiade  during  Iwth  tlie 
periods  under  review:  — 

Exrorts. 


1917-18. 

1918-19. 

Pesos. 

Pesos. 

United  States  of  .Vmcrica  .... 

..  278,7(13.699 

3.50,327,887 

Other  American  countries  .... 

9,729,199 

9,2.')8,748 

Spain  . 

4,198,741 

6,945.19() 

Era nee  . 

8.9(i5,231 

11,323,841 

United  Kingdom  . 

76,722,355 

96.813.9.')() 

Otlu'r  European  countries  _ 

347,934 

2.346..if)4 

Other  countries  . 

1,118,125 

1,195,641 

Imports. 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

Pesos. 

Pesos. 

United  States  of  Amerua  ... 

..  228,191.754 

235,628.661 

Oilier  American  countries  ... 

..  21,995,975 

22,516,9'?) 

Spain  . 

..  11,694,829 

13.3.31.728 

VTance  . 

6,874,981 

8.2()4,8.)3 

United  Kingdom  . 

12,598,056 

9,349,063 

Other  European  countries 

3,995,962 

2.186,480 

Other  countries  . 

..  18,412.354 

24.399.462 

.Vs  will  he  seen  above  there  were  considerahh'  increase^ 
in  exports  to  the  T'nited  Kingdom  and  European  countries, 
as  well  as  to  the  United  States,  during  1918-19.  TmiK)vts  from 
the  United  Kingdom  decreased  alxuit  25  jx'r  cent. 


.Taniiai-j’  1,  1920. 
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Finance  and  banking. 


ITALY. 


OPERATION  OF  FINANCIAL  MEASURES. 

{From  II. M.  Commercial  Counsellor.) 

Rome. 

Tlie  following  snnimary,  taken  from  the  “  Giornale 
d’ltalia  ”  of  30tli  Novenilier,  shoivs  the  dates  on  whieli  the 
various  measures  are  to  come  into  foree:  — 

The  5  per  cent,  eonsolidated  loan,  to  he  issued  at  Sr^oO, 
will  he  open  for  suhsenption  between  oth  January  and 
7th  Kehruary,  1920. 

The  tax  on  war  profits  eanie  into  foree  on  2nth  Xovemher 
last. 

The  Extra-Ordinary  Levy  on  fortunes  will  he  in  foree  from 
1st  January,  1920,  until  31.<t  Deeemher,  1949. 

The  new  income  tax  come.s  into  fori’c  on  1st  .Tannarv, 
1921. 

The  special  tax  on  the  dividends  derived  from  Rearer 
Bonds — that  is  to  say,  the  increased  taxation  of  from  2  to 
o  per  cent. — will  he  enforced  for  all  comjianies  who.se  balance- 
sheets  Avere  made  up  after  2Gth  NovenihfT  last. 

The  new  tariff  for  registration  taxes  is  applicahle  from 
1st  .Tannarv,  1920. 

The  neiv  scale  of  taxes  on  inlieritances  and  legacies  dates 
from  2fith  Novemher  last. 

The  Stain])  Taxes  on  the  sale  of  <ihjects  of  luxnrv 
are  to  begin  on  1st  January,  1920,  and  all  trade.smen  dealing 
in  siuh  ohjects  had  to  (hH-lare  their  requirements  before 
31st  Deremher,  1919. 

On  1st  .lannary,  1920,  the  list  of  tlu'  dividends  and  interest 
])ayahle  on  shares  in  commercial  and  coinmiinal  companies 
will  he  subject  to  the  graduated  stamj)  tax. 

The  new  scale  of  mortgage  taxation  conu's  into  foire  on 
1st  .Tannarv,  1920. 

The  new  scale  of  taxes  on  Govi'rninnit  concessions  and 
other  administrative  measures  ivill  he  introduced  on 
1st  January,  1920. 

The  increased  death  duties  are  to  date  from  1st  Januarv, 
1920. 

The  new  taxes  on  hicych's.  motor-cars.  eti-..  are  to  he  im- 
|)o>ed  from  1st  January.  1920. 

The  stain])  tax  on  mineral  waters  is  to  date  from  1st  .Tanu- 
arv,  1920. 

The  lu'w  scale  of  taxation  on  in-urance  ]iolicies  comes  into 
force  on  Ut  .Tannarv.  1920. 

The  stamp  tax  fin  liottled  wines  came  into  forre  on  Ist 
n«y  ember,  1919. 

The  special  tax  on  sahvs  of  luxury  tissues  and  gloves  will 
lie  a])])licahle  on  a  day  to  he  fixed  by  tin*  ^linister  of  Finance, 
and  at  the  ox])iration  of  the  fifth  succeeding  dav  all  manu¬ 
facturers  of  articles  suhjf>ct  to  this  tax  must  inform  the 
authorities  at  the  ifinistry  of  Finance. 

Th(>  excise  on  beer  came  into  force  on  27th  Xovemher, 
1919. 

The  increase  in  the  statistical  tax  .at  the  Customs  House 
began  on  27th  Xovemher,  1919. 


THE  CAPITAL  TAX. 

{From  II. M.  Commercial  Counsellor.) 

Rome. 

Some  ty])ical  exam])les  of  the  working  of  the  capital  tax, 
taken  from  the  “  Trihuna,”  are  given  hidow.  The  tax,  as 
stated  ])reviously,  will  h«'  s])read  over  a  ])eriod  of  thirty 
years :  — 

(1)  Persons  em])]o.ved  hv  thi>  State  or  oth«*r  ])uhlic  hodv 
with  income  of  lire  13,2lK)  will  ])ay  9  per  cent,  normal  tax 
and  1-92  ])er  cent.  sup])lementary  tax. 

(2)  ])rofessional  man  with  an  income  of  lire  40,009,  all 
earned,  will  ])ay  lo-G  per  cent,  normal  tax  and  4‘14  ])er  cent, 
supplementary  tax. 

(31  The  owner  of  land  to  the  value  of  lire  100, (XK)  and 
income  of  lire  4,o00  will  ])ay  lo-23  per  cent,  tax  and  super 
tax.  2  .33  ]»er  cent.  ca])ital  tax,  Luo  per  cent.  su])])lementary, 
total  19-.S1  ])er  cent.  (sic). 

(11  .4  caj)italist  with  a  fortune  of  a  million  made  up  of 
lire  700,000  in  land  and  lire  300,000  in  consolidated  stock, 
with  an  income  of  lire  40, .500,  will  ])ay  10-97  ])er  cent, 
normal  tax,  4-8  per  cent,  cajiital  tax,  and  4-o2  ])er  cent, 
supplementary  tax;  total,  20-29  ])er  cent. 

(-51  A  manufacturer  with  a  fortune  of  a  million,  made  up 
of  lire  700,000  in  his  business  and  lire  300,000  in  house 
property,  with  an  income  of  lire  88,0(¥(.  will  pav  18-2  ])er 
cent,  normal  tax,  3-97  ])er  cent.  ca])ital  tax.  and  5-44  ])er 
rent.  sup])lementary ;  total,  27-01  ])er  cent. 

(01  .4  landed  pro])rietor  with  ten  million  capital  and  an 
income  of  lire  450,000  will  ])ay  16-2  per  cent,  normal  tax, 
10-48  per  cent,  .supplementary  tax.  6-48  per  cent,  capital  tax  ; 
Total.  33-16  per  cent. 
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(7)  A  capitalist  with  a  fortune  of  ten  million  made  up  of 
three  million  in  land,  three  in  house  i)roperty,  and  1  in 
shares,  Avith  an  income  of  lire  275,000,  Avill  pay  21-19  per 
cent,  normal  tax,  6-19  ])er  cent,  capital  tax,  and  7-9  per  cent. 
su])])lementary  tax;  total,  35-23  per  cent. 

(S)  The  oAvner  of  house  projierty  to  the  value  of  lire  100,000 
and  imome  of  lire  6,f)00  Avill  i)ay  30-66  per  cent,  normal 
tax,  .3-77  ])er  cent.  cai)ital  tax,  and  l-2()  per  cent.  su])])lemen- 
tary  ;  total,  35-69  j)er  cent. 

(91  A  holder  of  house  ])ropertv  to  the  value  of  ten  million 
AA  ith  income  of  lire  600, (HX)  Avill  ])ay  30-()6  per  cent,  normal 
tax,  8-98  ]*er  cent,  capital  tax,  8-22  per  cent,  supplementary 
tax :  total,  47-86  per  cent. 

(lOl  A  fa])italist  OAvning  a  hundred  million,  70  million  in 
shares,  10  million  in  land.  10  million  in  house  pro])erty,  and 
10  million  in  'IT-easurv  Ronds,  Avith  income  of  7.'  million,  ])ays 
21-21  ])er  cent,  normal  tax,  11-07  ])er  cent,  capital  tax,  and 
22  ])<'!-  cent.  sup])lomentary ;  total,  54-28  per  cent. 


UAUsES  OF  HIGH  R.VTE  OF  EXCHANGE. 

Dc-aling  Avitli  the  causes  of  the  high  rates  of 
I'xchange  ])revailing  against  Italy  during  the  last  few- 
months,  “  II  Corriere  Economico  ”  analyses  them  as  under: 

(1)  The  continual  incrc-aso  of  foreign  imports.  During 
the  first  half  of  1919  im])()rts  excecHh-d  exjiorts  by  seven 
milliard  lire. 

(2)  The  ])rohihition  to  exjiort  several  articles  necessary  for 
home  con.sumi)tion. 

(3)  The  running  out  of  credits  abroad,  opecially  in 
Ameiica  and  England,  and  the  difficulties  of  obtaining 
others,  juinc ijially  in  the  former  country,  Avhich  sc^uns  ‘to 
1m*  Avaiting  to  see  cli-arly  our  internal  political  situation. 

(4)  Exagg<>rat(“d  fear  rt'garcling  the  internal  situation  of 
the  country,  Avhic-h  operatc's  not  only  in  the  sc'iise  of  making 
difficult  the-  obtaining  of  credits-  from  forc*ign  (fovernments, 
but  im])c‘de.s,  if  it  does  not  actually  .stop,  the  openings  of 
(  redits  by  ])rivate  individuals. 

(5)  The  diminution  in  the  remittances  of  emigrants, 
Avliich,  according  to  the  figure's  being  com])ilecl  by  the  Com¬ 
missary  of  Emigration,  is  very  considerable,  aLo  the  con¬ 
tinued  absence  of  foreigners  in  the  country. 

(fi)  The  uncertain  ])ronouncements  regarding  taxation 
Avhicli  affc'ct  foreign  ca])ital  in  Italy,  and  the  consc'ciuent  exit 
not  only  of  much  forc-ign  but  also  of  Italian  c-a])it;>4,  especi- 
alh'  under  the  form  of  failure  to  import  the  ])aymeuts  for 
goods  ex])orted.  sums  which  some  ])ersc)ns  ])rc'fer  to  keep  on 
cb'))nsit  out  of  Italy. 

(7)  S])('c  ulation. 

An  exce]ition  is  the  exchange  in  France.  Avhich  is  in  direct 
and  evich'ut  rc-lation  Avith  the  ])re.sent  extremely  faAourablo 
balance  of  Italian  trade  Avith  that  country. 


MEXICO. 


NEW  COINAGE. 

The  “Diario  Oficial”  of  31st  October  publishes  a  Decree 
e.stablishing  a  neAv  silver  and  co])per  coinage  in  Mexico. 
This  measure  is  due  to  the  rise  in  the  price  of  sih-er  and  its 
consecjuenc-es.  The  Decree  .stipulates  as  folloAvs:  — 

Doi-I-.ar. 

This  coin  Avill  have  a  diameter  of  34  millimetres,  a  Aveight 
of  16-666  grammes,  and  Avill  contain  at  least  12  grammes  of 
pure*  silver. 

The  face  of  the  coin  Avill  bear  the  National  Shield  Avith 
the  iiLscription  “Estados  Unidos  Mexicanos”  in  the 
exergue.  The  reverse  Avill  bear  the  Phrygian  Cap  Avith  the 
A-alue  “Un  jk'so”  inscribed  and  date  of  issue.  ToAvards  the 
rim  it  Avill  haA-e  ornamentation  on  both  sides.  On  the  r  m 
will  l)e  engraved  “Indc'pendencia  y  Libertad.” 

Fifty  Cents. 

This  coin  AviTTTiaA-e  a  diameter  of  27  millimetres,  a  Aveight 
of  8-333  grammes,  and  Avill  contain  at  least  6  grammes  of 
p\ire  silver. 

The  design  Avill  be  similar  to  the  present  fifty  cent  piece. 

Taventy  Cents. 

This  coin  Avill  haA-e  a  diameter  of  19  millimetres,  a  weiglit 
of  3-333  grammes,  and  Avill  contain  at  least  2-4(X)  grammes 
of  jnire  silver. 

The  design  Avill  be  similar  to  the  present  tAventy  cent 
piece. 

Ten  Cents. 

A  iieAV  bronze  coin  Avill  lie  issued. 

The  above  coinage  can  l)e  changed  into  gold  at  the  Ministry 
of  Finance  on  the  presentation  there  of  amounts  of  20  dols. 
or  over. 
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Shipping  and  Docks. 

UNITED  KINGDOM. 

CASUALTY  RETUliXS,  XOVEArUER  1019. 

Tlio  liiverpool  I’lulerwritor.s'  Association  h.ns  issued  the 
following  returns  of  casualties  to  vessels  of  oOO  tons  gro.ss 
register  and  upwards,  which  has  hccn  jwisted  in  the  Loss 
Hook  during  the  month  ended  SOth  Xoveiuber,  1919:  — 


1919. 

Hritish  . 

I'oreiori 


191«. 

.Hritish  . 

I'oreijin  . 


Xuinher. 

I  .Sail  .  2 

I  St<>am  .  7 

I  .Sail  .  5 

i  .Steam  .  18 

32 


Xumhi-r. 


Gross 

Tonnage. 

3.27o 

24,G.o2 

3,526 

36,161 


67.614 


Gross 

Tonnage. 


1917. 


Hritish 

Foreign 


1  Sti'Min  . 

6 

19.8.33 

1  Sail  . 

4 

4.66-5 

1  St<  am  . 

i() 

33,107 

26 

.57.()05 

G  ross 

Xiim 

her. 

Tonnage. 

1  Sail  . 

1 

5(i9 

6 

9,373 

1  Sail  . 

4 

5.672 

1  Steam  . 

16 

32.034 

27 

47.618 

AUSTRALIA. 

AU.STRALTAX  HARBvAUR 
REGULATIOXS. 

The  iToard  of  Trade  have  reci'ived  a  cojiy  of  the  following 
Ilcgulations  made  hy  the  Governor  of  South  .\ustralia  in 
Council  on  2Ist  August  and  16th  Octoher  last  respfH-tivcly : 

Hv  virtue  of  the  jiowers  conftnred  hy  the  Harbours  .\ct. 
1913.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council,  on  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  South  Australian  Harbours  Hoard, 
hereby  makes  the  following  regulation:  — 

CoNTuoi.  OF  Fishing  on  .Jetties  .\Nn  Whaiives. 

Xo  ]>erson  or  jiersons  shall  jilace  or  leave,  or  cause  or 
]>ermit  to  he  idaced  or  left,  any  filth,  refuse,  objectionable 
matter  or  article  on,  or  foul  by  landing  or  cleaning  fish, 
any  ietty  or  wharf  now  under  the  control  or  which  may 
heri'after  be  ])lnc<>d  under  the  control  of  the  South  .\ustra- 
lian  Harbours  Hoard. 

I’enai-ty. 

The  jienalty  for  a  breach  of  this  n>gulation  shall  be  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  hundri'd  |M)unds.  and.  in  addition  to  the 
penally,  any  expense  incurred  hy  the  Hoard  or  any  person 
in  cons<“f|uence  of  the  said  breach  sliall  he  paid  by  the 
pei'On  committing  such  breach. 

Hv  virtue  of  the  jKiwers  conferred  by  the  Harlmurs  Act. 
1913.  His  Excellency  the  GoA-ernor  in  Council,  on  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  South  .Australian  Harbours  Hoard, 
herebv  revokes  the  regulation  under  the  said  -Act  made  on 
the  9th  dav  of  Octolier,  1919.  and  makes  the  following 
regulation  in  lieu  thererif  :  — 

(11  Xotwithstanding  anvthing  to  the  contrarv  contained 
in  .any  regulations  heretofore  made  by  virtue  of  the  jmwers 
confi'rred  bv  the  Harlxiurs  .Vet.  1913.  the  following  s«.rvices 
sh.all  be  charged  and  paid  for  at  a  rate  twenty  per  centum 
in  adflition  to  the  dues.  fees,  tolls,  rents,  and  other  rates  in 
force  on  the  .SHth  day  of  Septemlier,  1919.  viz.:  — 


Port  dues. 

Pilotage  dues. 

ATooring  dues. 

Afercantile  marine  fees. 
Survey  and  examination  fee= 


Tonnage  rates. 

Wharfage. 

Storage. 

Explosive  rimts  and  other 
I’harges. 


(2\  This  regulation  shall  operate  as  from  the  16th  day 
of  O' tober.  1919,  and  shall  not  n]i]dv  or  be  chargeable  in 
respect  of  fish,  small  parcels,  milk  and  cream,  or  other  goods 
upon  whidi  the  autlmrised  charges  have  hitherto  bf>en  paid 
bv  means  of  duly  authoriserl  stamps. 


SHIPPING  AND  DOCKS -ccnfinufd. 


FIJI. 

LMPOPtTAXCE  OF  SUVA. 

In  Suva  oxcellont  harbour  accommodation  has  been  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  completion  of  the  harbour  works  at  a  cost  of 
a  sum  of  £'215,6IK.).  Vessels  drawing  u])  to  30  feet  of  water 
can  l>e  berthed  at  the  w  harves,  wliile  the  reclamation  works 
provide  ample  space  for  storage  sheds  and  bu.sine.ss  premises. 

It  would  he  a  di>tinct  advantage  to  the  Colony,  states 
the  Colonial  Hoport  for  1918  (X'o.  1006),  if  vessels  from 
and  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  India  could  be  induced  to 
call  at  SuA’a.  As  much  of  the  goods  imported  for  use  in  the 
Colony  is  produced  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  as  one  of 
the  principal  exports  (copra)  is,  or  should  be,  .shipped 
thence,  there  is  an  excellent  opening  for  a  diri'ct  lino  of 
steamers  to  call  at  Suva. 

As  regards  India,  foodstuffs  for  use  of  the  Indian  jwpiila- 
tion  could,  Avith  advantage,  be  imported  direct,  Avhile  the 
Aessels  Avould  afford  opportunities  for  passenger  traffic 
lietAveen  Fiji  and  India,  of  Avhich  advantage  Avould  be  taken. 

The  nationalities  of  vessels  visiting  the  Colony  are  shoivn 
in  the  folloAving  table:  — 


1911 


X'ationality. 

Hritish  . 

I'nited  States  of  .America 

XoiAvegian  .  . 

Japanese  . 

Chilian  . 


1918. 


Xo. 

Tons. 

Xo. 

Tons. 

134 

337,629 

12() 

308,611 

23 

11.443 

46 

22,421 

1 

2,315 

2 

4,690 

4 

3,-508 

6 

1,2.32 

1 

904 

— 

— 

1()3 

355,829 

180 

336,954 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  A'essels  belonging  to  the 
T*nitcd  States  of  America  calling  at  Fiji  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  all  the  copra  exported  during  1918  Avas 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  principally  in  American 
schooners.  Tlie  Japanese  auxiliary  schooners  belonging  to 
the  South  Pacific  Trading  Company  continue  to  call  here 
from  Japan.  Tiiey  sometimes  go  to  XeAv  Zealand  and 
return  to  Fiji  for  copra  and  trocas  shell,  afteiuvards  pro- 
ewding-to  Japan. 


BELGIUM. 


HARBOUR  DEVELOPMEXTS  AT  OSTEXD. 

(Fr'iiii  T/.M.  Com /nr  I  rial  Srrrefarji.) 

Brussels. 

The  ToAvn  Council  of  Ostend  has  unanimously  decided  to 
put  into  execution  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the  jilan? 
for  the  construction  of  a  fishing  harbour  on  the  east  of  the 
watercourse. 

Till'  threi*  commercial  basins  are  to  he  retroceded  to  the 
toAvn,  the  State  reserving  the  right  to  requisition  such  por¬ 
tions  of  the  one  .situated  between  Ostend  Quay  Station  and 
the  bridge  of  the  rue  de  la  Chapelle,  of  the  Park  Marie 
Henrii'tte,  the  cny>soting  yard,  and  any  other  grounds 
lielonging  to  the  toAvn  Avhich  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  a  single  station — Ostend  Quay.  This  to  be 
a  combination  of  the  two  existing  stations. 

Tavo  harlKiurs  tor  yachts  Avill  l>e  made  by  the  Ostend  town 
authoriti<*s  out  of  the  dry  (Irn  k  at  pres<>nt  reserA'cd  for  incom¬ 
ing  fishing  boats,  and  the  creek  existing  near  the  locks  of 
the  commercial  basins. 

The  Fishing  Port. 

The  fishing  port  Avill  be  taken  oAcr  by  the  State,  and  Avill 
include  a  dry  dock  Avith  a  cans'iiing  installation,  a  floating 
dock  Avith  a  harbour  annexed,  a  lift  lock  with  a  channel  of 
approach  communicating  w  ith  the  outer  harbour,  a  dry  dock 
for  steam  troAvlers.  etc. 

The  toAvn  of  Ostend  Avill  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the 
above-mentioned  Avork  up  to  the  sum  of  2.000,060  francs. 
X’eaa-  Large  Lock. 

The  lock  of  th(‘  commercial  basins  in  front  of  the  qiiav 
station,  the  Slykens  harbour,  and  the  bridge  of  the  outer 
harbour  (Yacht  t'lub)  Avill  he  replaced  by  ,a  large  Imk  to  be 
constructed  above  the  actual  Unk  at  the  end  of  the  outer 
harbour.  .A  bridge  aa  ill  be  constructed  on  eaeh  of  the  pro- 
]K)sed  large  lock  heads. 

.All  this  Avork  Avill  be  executed  at  the  expense  of  the  State, 
and  subsef|uently  handed  oA'er  to  the  town  of  Ostend,  and 
the  latter  Avill  en-iure  the  upkeep  and  exploitation. 
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SHIPPING  AND  DOCKS— continuci. 


The  State  will  construct  a  largo  dry  dock  above  the  new 
lock  of  Slykens.  They  will  also  <onstruct  a  thermal  estab¬ 
lishment  on  a  site  not  yet  determined,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  lOjOijd.rMX)  francs. 

Concessions  to  he  Granted. 

The  State  and  the  town  will  grant  concessions  under  the 
control  of  a  Commission  and  according  to  specifications 
mutually  agreed  upon  :  — 

1.  On  the  part  of  the  State:  The  construction  of  the  new 
fi.shing  harbour,  of  the  large  dock  of  Slykens  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  dry  dock,  and  of  work  of  secondary  imjKu-tance. 

2.  On  the  part  of  the  town :  The  fitting  up  of  the  fishing 
harbour,  the  establishment  of  two  basins  for  yachts,  the 
filling  up  of  the  commercial  basins,  and  the  establishment  of 
an  industrial  port. 

Further  concessions  will  be  granted  in  respect  of  the  use 
of  different  installations,  harbours,  bridges,  locks,  and  mari¬ 
time  constructions.  The  grantees  may  possibly  be  expected 
to  subscribe  to  a  loan,  the  amount  of  which  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  later,  made  in  Holgium  or  abroad  by  the  State  or  the 
town  of  Ostend.  Hights  of  exploitation  are  to  be  granted 
for  sixty-six  years. 


FORMOS.A. 


T.\KOW  H.XRBOUR  WORKS. 

(Fiom  71. M.  Acting  Consul.) 

Tamsti. 

The  work  for  which  expenditure  has  already  been  sanc¬ 
tioned  only  extends  to  the  4,500  feet  of  quay.  The  open 
dock  and  exttuision  of  cpiay  ha\e  yet  to  receive  official 
approval. 

Owing  to  the  narrow  entrance,  vessels  over  G,000  tons 
cannot  enter  the  harbour  at  present,  but  part  of  the  rocky 
promontory  on  the  north  of  the  entrance  is  to  be  removed, 
and  vessels  up  to  10,000  tons  will  then  be  admitted.  The 
width  of  the  existing  entrance  is  only  380  feet.  When  the 
entrance  is  widened,  Takow  will  be  a  much  better  harbour 
than  Keelung,  the  small  size  of  which  renders  it  dangerous 
for  ^hipping  in  a-  tyj)h<x)n  from  the  north  or  east. 

Takow  is  free  from  this  drawback,  as  the  harbour  i-. 
much  less  cramped.  It  is  true  that  the  spit  of  land  en¬ 
closing  the  lagoon  on  the  south-west  is  too  low  to  afford 
protection  from  the  wind,  and  much  inconvenience  is  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  season  of  the  south-west  monsiKm,  hut  it  at 
least  forms  an  adequate  breakwater.  The  iiarbour  will 
always  remain  very  difficult  and  even  dangerous  to  enter 
in  a  gale,  but  for  shipping  inside  it  will  be  much  safer  than 
Keelung.  Another  advantage  which  Takow  enjoys  is  that 
the  lagoon  (eight  miles  long  by  one  mile  w  ide  at  its  broadest 
point)  w  ill  afford  plenty  of  space  for  expansion  in  the  future. 

The  two  Gt'rman  cranes  mentioned  on  the  quay  are  what 
is  known  as  semi-potal  cantilever  cranes.  Though  the 
machinery,  etc.,  (ame  from  Germany,  the  steel  frame  go- 
downs  which  they  serve  are  of  American  manufacture.  Each 
crane  serves  two  godowns,  one  liehind  the  other,  the  capa¬ 
city  of  each  of  which  is  80,000  bags  of  sugar.  These 
“Luther”  cranes  are  apparently  especially  adapted  to  the  | 
handling  of  large  cjuantities  of  cargo  uniformly  packed  in 
bags,  such,  for  instance,  as  sugar.  More  cranes  are  re¬ 
quired,  and  also  more  warehouses.  An  engineer  connected 
with  the  Takow  works  is  at  present  in  America,  and  he  may 
be  making  arrangements  for  the  foregoing. 

Ft  TURK  OF  the  Port. 

It  is  difficult  to  predict  the  future  in  regard  to  this  port, 
but  it  seems  highly  probable  that  it  has  an  era  of  great 
prosperity  and  expan.sion  before  it.  The  interesting  ques¬ 
tion  is  whether  it  will  continue  to  dejiend,  as  at  present, 
almost  entirely  on  the  sugar  trade  for  its  imports  and 
exports,  or  whether  developments  in  other  directions  will 
be  witnessed. 

This  question  must,  of  course,  have  relation  to  the  birth 
of  industry  and  production  (other  than  sugar)  in  the  south 
of  the  island,  for  which  the  inception  of  the  enterprise  of 
the  Formosan  Hydro-Electric  Company  at  Lake  Candidius 
undoubtedly  opens  up  great  {xissibilities.  The  supply  of 
cheap  and  jilentiful  hxdro-electric  power,  together  with  the 
great  natural  fertility  of  the  soil,  leads  one  to  think  that 
the  ambitions  of  the  Formosan  Government  may  perhaps 
prove  well  founded.  There  remains  the  question  of  labour, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that,  apart  from  the  native 
population,  the  great  reserves  of  China  are  close  at  hand 
to  draw  on,  provided  the  present  difficulties  created  by  the  j 
«lver  exchange  do  not  continue  indefinitely.  ; 


Railways,  Etc. 


FRANCE. 


ADMIXISTRATIOX  OF  RAILWAYS 
EXTEXDED. 

As  the  railroad  administration  in  France  informed  the 
-Minister  of  Public  Works  in  June  last  that  the  railways 
are  not  yet  in  a  position  to  revert  to  their  pre-war  services, 
a  Presidential  Decree,  dated  15th  October,  provides  for  their 
administration  until  31st  December,  192LI. 

According  to  the  Decree,  the  principal  railways  must 
give  priority  in  the  following  cases: 

(1)  To  the  transportation  of  goods  destined  for  the 

reconstitution  of  the  libc-rated  regions,  along  the 
lines  of  the  jirogramme  laid  down  by  the  .Mimstrv 
for  the  Liberated  Regions. 

(2)  To  slow  freight,  in  carload  lots,  along  the  lines 

recommended  by  the  -Ministries  of  Revictualling 
and  Industrial  Reconstitution  in  regard  to  the 
supply  of  fuel  and  revictualling  of  the  whole 
country. 

provisional  committi'e  will  he  formed  to  decide  upon  the 
ncces.sary  measures  to  insure  the  proper  compliance  with 
these  provisions  and  the  satisfactory  working  of  the  great 
railroad  systems.  Another  committw  will  be  appointed  to 
deal  with  questions  relating  to  railroad  supplies  and  rolling- 
stock,  and  to  co-ordinate  the  action  of  the  railroads  in 
respect  to  such  matters. 

'J’his  latter  committo'e  will  include  among  its  members 
three  manufacturers  of  railroad  material  designated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Public  M'orks.  Its  decisions  are  final,  with 
the  exception  of  measures  relating  to  closing  stations,  sup¬ 
pression  of  trains,  or  limiting  shipments.  In  such  ca^es 
its  decisions  are  subject  to  revision  by  the  Ministry. 

The  effo'ct  of  the  above  is  that  the  railroad  administrations 
are  not  claiming  a  prompt  return  to  entire  liberty  of  action, 
but  they  ask  for  the  maintenance  of  a  certain  number  of  the 
regulations  at  present  in  force,  and  particularly  those  re¬ 
specting  priority  of  transportation  for  certain  essential 
products;  and  they  also  ask  that  the  regulations  governing 
delivery  of  goods  be  modified  to  a  certain  degree. 


ITALY. 


ELECTRIl  K'ATIOX  OF  liEGHORX-FLOREXt  E 
AXl)  RO-ME-ADRIATIC  FIXES. 

{Froiu  71. M.  Commercial  Counsellor.) 

Rome. 

A  writer  in  the  Italian  press  has  stated  his  opinion  that 
as  low  grade  fuel  (turf  and  lignite)  can  undoubtedly  be  u.'^ed 
for  the  puiqKJse,  the  electrification  of  the  Leghorn  Railway 
can  easily  be  accomplished  in  a  little  more  than  ten  years 
jirovidenl  that  the  Ministry  of  Transports  and  the  “Jlva” 
company  can  come  to  an  understanding. 

The  “  Ilva  ”  is  mentioned  bwause  this  company  controls 
the  “  SiKueta  delle  Torbiere  d’ltalia,”  which,  in  order  to 
utilise  the  turf  in  the  Massaciuccoli  basin,  is  constructing 
an  electric  statiim  of  10,00U  kvv.  power  and  capable  of  an 
output  of  40  million  kwhr.  per  annum.  The  principal  scope 
of  this  plant  is  the  electrification  of  the  State  Railways. 

A  plant  of  this  kind  can  certainly  be  used  for  the  electrifi¬ 
cation  of  a  railway  line  for  goods  and  passengers,  with 
heavy  traffic,  of  over  200  kilometres.  The  Leghorn-hJorence 
line  is  only  99  kilometres. 

Rome-Adriatic  Line. 

It  is  well  to  add,  however,  that  the  State  Railways  intmul 
to  electrif}’  the  Roma-Sulmona-Castellammare  Adriatico 
line.  This  line  is  210  kilometres  and  is  somewhat  difficult 
owing  to  the  numerous  curves  and  steep  gradients,  but  has 
less  traffic  than  the  Leghorn-Flrirence  line. 

To  electrify  this  line  the  State  Railways  ask  for  a  station 
of  4,000  kw.  power  with  an  average  employment  of  3,000  hrs. 
per  annum,  which  would  mean  40,000,000  kwhrs.  per  annum. 

An  article  on  the  Royal  Decree  for  the  electrification  of 
certain  Italian  Railways  appeared  in  the  ‘‘Journal  ”  of  25th 
September  (p.  401). 

Italy  .and  Boiie.uia. 

It  was  reporteil  in  the  Italian  press  recently  that  the 
Italian  and  Bohemian  Governments  had  stipulated  a  Con¬ 
vention  by  which  the  railway  passing  through  Bavaria, 
Kujstein  and  the  Brenner  shall  also  be  used  for  through 
traffic. 
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‘  RAILWAYS,  ETC. -continued. 


JAPAN. 

UNDERGROUND  ELECTRIC  RAILWAY 
FOR  TOKIO. 

(From  II. M.  Vicc-Coiixii}.) 

Tokio. 

Dotinito  applications  liavc  hcen  made  for  francliises  for  an 
underground  electric  railway  in  Tokio.  Official  sanction  Las 
l)een  given  to  a  private  syndicate  for  tlie  construction  of  such 
a  railway,  and  the  “  Tokio  City  Company  ”  has  been  formed 
with  a  cajiital  of  prohahly  yen  (al>out 

for  the  purpose'. 

It  appears  that  the  length  of  the  fir.st  sc'ction  of  the  line 
will  he  nine  miles,  and  the  period  for  the  completion  of  that 
section  three  years. 


POLAND. 

DIRECTRJNS  TO  INTENDING 
TRAVELLERS. 

(Frum  II. .U.  Lojution.) 

\\'ausa\v  . 

The  following  directions  are  submitted  for  the  guidance 
of  business  men  who  may  be  desirous  of  travelling  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  Warsaw:  — 

The  route  is  via  France,  Switzerland,  Austria,  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  Poland,  and  visas  must  be  obtained  from  thesi' 
countries  in  the  ordinary  way  through  their  Mis.sions  in 
London. 

At  j)re:-.ent  a  special  French  military  train  runs  through 
from  Paris  to  Warsaw,  and  permission  to  travel  on  it  must 
Ik'  obtained  from  the  French  military  authorities  in  Paris 
througii  the  intermediary  of  the  Ifritish  Embassy  there.  .As 
the  train  leaves  only  three  times  weekly  fon  Mondays, 
W'ediiesdays.  and  Thursdavs).  and  as,  moreover,  accommoda¬ 
tion  on  it  is  very  limited,  the  Hritish  Embassy  should  be 
notined  at  least  one  w'lX'k  liefore  the  date  on  which  it  is 
desired  to  leave  I'aiis.  InL'iiding  travellers  should  be 
warned,  however,  that  they  may  have  to  wait  in  Paris  until 
accommodation  can  be  si'cured  for  them,  and  that  the  allo¬ 
cation  of  places  on  the  train  is  not  known  at  the  British 
Emliassv  until  mid-day  on  the  day  ol  departure  of  the 
train. 

At  present  the  train  leaves  the  dare  de  I’Est  at  7.20  p.m., 
and  travellers  should  allow  ample  time  at  the  sttition,  as 
even  at  the  last  moment  there  is  apt  to  Ih'  uncertainty  as 
regards  securing  the  places  assigiuxl.  The  luggage  must  b«' 
n'gistered  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  official  maximum  weight 
allowed  being  50  kilogs. 

The  ticket  from  Paris  U)  Warsaw,  including  wagon-lit, 
costs  about  frs.  5<K),  and  is  i)aid  for  on  the  train  as  wt*ll  as 
the  cost  of  the  luggage.  To  this  must  l>e  added  the  cost 
of  subsistence  during  the  journey — alwut  frs.  40  jK^r  day. 
A  very  gocxl  restaurant  car  is  attached  to  the  train. 

Ai!  luggage  is  examined  by  the  Customs  authorities  on 
the  French-Swis,s  frontier,  and  again  at  Warsaw.  Officially, 
no  Frenc  h  gold  and  not  more  than  frs.  1,0(X)  in  French  notes 
mar  l)e  taken  out  of  the  country,  and  no  article's  de  luxe, 
including  jewellery,  cigarettes,  etc.,  may  be  taken  into 
Poland. 

Accommodation  in  Warsaw  is  very  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
should,  if  possilde,  be  arranged  for  beforehand. 

The  return  journey  to  Paris  is  arranged  for  by  the 
British  Legation  at  \\  arsaw,  ten  days’  to  a  week’s  notice 
being  recjuired  in  order  to  secure  a  seat. 


URUGUAY 


STATE  ACQUISITION  OF  RAILWAYS. 

(From  U.M.  .Minister.) 

MoXTKV  lUF.O. 

The  Uruguayan  (lovernim'nt  having  recently  purchased 
from  the  Central  Uruguay  Railway  Company  the  line  from 
the  port  of  Paloma  to  RcK-ha.  has  now  taken  over  the 
projeerty  of  the  Eastern  Railway,  namely,  the  line  to  ^ 
Maldonado  from  Olmos  Junction  on  the  Minas  branch  of  the  i 
Central  Uruguay  Railway.  j 

Thc'se  two  acquisitions  render  mor.’  probable  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  long-talkc'd-of  line*  from  San  Carlos  (near 
Maldonado)  to  RcK-ha.  the  objec  t  being  to  conmxt  by  rail 
the  latter  place  with  .Montevidc'o  and  facilitate  the  dc'velop- 
nient  of  the  comjearatively  isolated  department  of  RcK-lia. 

The  (iovernment  also  owns  a  line  from  Durazno  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Central  Uruguay  Railway  to  Trinidad,  the 
capital  of  the  Dopartmc'iit  of  Flores.  This  line*,  forty-seven 
kilometres  long,  was  constructed  on  (Jovernment  account 
and  has  l>ec'n  open  to  traffic  since'  IfM”. 


riincrais  and  rietals. 


COSTA  RICA. 


-MINING  LAWS. 

In  a  report  on  Costa  Rican  mining  laws,  the  American 
Consul  states  that  they  are  generally  regarded  as  inadequate 
and  that  both  the  Congress  and  mine  operators  have  been 
ccnitemplating  a  revision. 

The  method  of  acquiring  titles  in  Costa  Rica  other  than 
by  purchase  is  briefly  as  follows: — The  Government  is  vested 
with  the  ownership  of  the  subsoil ;  therefore  the  right  to 
mines  may  onlv  be  obtained  bv  denouncement  or  filing  of 
claim. 

The  formalities  of  survey  and  location  and  the  preliminary 
mine  work  having  been  fulfilled,  the  judge  makes  deliverv 
of  the  mine  and  issues  the  respective  title  thereto,  which 
holds  good  while  the  mine  is  being  developed,  but  should 
the  property  be  abandoned  for  a  term  of  two  ycjars  the 
mining  title  is  lost.  As  soon  as  the  delivery  of  the  mine 
has  been  made,  the  denouncer  possesses  all  the  right  of  full 
ownership,  and  may  therefore  sell,  iportgage,  or  di.spose  of 
It  in  any  way  that  he  desires.  Like  any  other  real  estate 
jiroperty,  mines  are  snbjt'ct.  to  the  payment  of  a  land  tax 
and  also  to  the  payment  of  a  2  per  cent,  tax  on  the  net 
output. 

No  distinction  is  made  between  native  and  foreign  ac¬ 
quisition  or  mining  rights  or  concessions,  nor  the  administra¬ 
tion  or  distribution  of  the  mineral  production. 


JAPAN. 

PRODUCTION,  ENPORT  AND  I-MPORT 
OF  COAL,  1013—18. 

(From  II. M.  Commercial  Secretanj.) 

Y'okoha,ma. 

The  production  of  coal  during  the  six  years  1913-11)18 
1  41, 3:72, .589  metric  tons.  The  outjmt  in  the  first 
year  totalled  21.315,fHj2  tons,  but  while  there  was  an 
increast'  to  22.25)3.419  tons  in  1914,  the  following  year 
witnes'ied  a  fall  to  20,490,747  tons,  the  sinallest  out-turn  of 
the  series.  In  1910,  however,  there  wa.s  a  recovery  to 
22, {*01, .580  tons,  which  was  followed  by  an  expansion  to 
2G.3<)1,420  tons  in  the  en.suing  vear,  and  a  further  increase 
to  28,02{),452  tons  in  1918. 

E.VI'OKTS. 

The  exports  during  the  period  undi'i-  review  amounted  to 
18,427,108  metric  tons.  The  first  year,  1913,  showed  the 
largest  figures,  at  3.870,()<K(  tons,  and,  with  the  excejition  of 
a  slight  recovery  to  3,010,947  tons  in  1910,  there  was  a 
continuous  dwri'ase  until,  in  1918.  the  .shipments  were 
aj)|iro.\:mately  only  2.215,^Jl  tons. 

Imports. 

The  coa)^ arriving  in  .lapan  during  the  same  jicriod  totalled 
4,192,487  metric  tons.  The  yearly  figures  show  great  irregu¬ 
larity.  The  1913  imjMirts  were  576,772  tons;  those  of  1914 
jumped  to  957,709  tons.  In  the  next  year  there  was  a 
di'creas*'  to  014, (i77  tons,  and  in  1910  a  further  shrinkage  to 
5.50,110  tons.  There  was  a  substantial  upward  movement  to 
713.080  tons  in  1917,  and  the  country's  rtxeipts  of  coal  from 
abroad  were  again  enlargt'd  last  year,  when  774,139  metric 
tons  were  imported. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  A  MERIC  A. 


IRON.  STEEL  AND  COPPER  MOVE-MENTS. 

The  demand  for  iron  and  sU'el  products  at  home  and 
abroad  should  tax  the  capacity  of  all  the  steel  plants  for 
an  extended  time,  states  the  Report  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Mines.  The  largest  domestic  demand  for  steel 
comes  from  the  railroads,  the  oil  industry,  automobile 
manufacturers,  agricultural  implement  makers,  and  con¬ 
structional  engineering  firms.  Foreign  buyers  will  be 
subject,  in  consequence,  to  rather  indefinite  future  delivery. 

Stket.  AVorkers’  Strike. 

Before  the  strike  the  production  of  steel  was  about  8-5  per 
cent,  of  normal.  Even  in  districts  where  the  stoppage  v.as 
most  si'verely  felt  steady  increases  of  outjiut  have  l>een 
recorded  since,  and  in  tlie  Birmingham  field  the  Octolvr 
priKlnction  was  expected  to  equal,  if  not  actually  exceed, 
the  normal  out-turn.  .\t  the  end  of  September  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  of  the  stei'l-producing  districts  iia' 
estimati'd  at  from  -Vt  to  60  ptu’  cent,  of  the  j>re-strikc  rate. 

Pic-Tron  PRonrcTiox. 

riie  estimated  S«  ptemb(>r  output  of  pig-iron,  at  2. 402.011 
t'uis,  marki'd  a  decre;i-c  of  onlv  12- ♦  per  (cnt.  from  the- 
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August  production,  whereas  the  number  of  furnaces  in 
!  operation  decrea'^ed  35  per  cent.,  showing  that  there  was  a 
substantial  increase  in  the  rate  of  output  on  the  jjart  of  the 
163  furnaces  continuing  in  operation. 

*’  Exports  and  Imports. 

!  E.xports  of  pig-iron  during  September,  at  IS, 976  tons, 

;  were  only  about  25  jku-  cent,  in  excess  of  the  imi)orts  of 

j  15,168  tons,  and  compared  with  the  August  shipments  of 

I  3.5,76-1  9.ns  show  a  decrease  of  nearly  45  per  cent,  in  spite 
of  an  insistent  foreign  demand. 

OlTI.OOK  FOR  CoPl’ER. 

In  some  (piarters  it  is  not  expected  that  production  will 
return  to  normal  until  the  Central  Powers  again  boc-ome  a 
factor  in  the  market.  The  Septemher  output  of  the  metal, 
at  82,298,090  lb.,  was  rather  below  the  previous  month’s. 
I  production. 

PLxPORTS  and  I.MPORTS. 

P^xports  during  Septeml)er  amounted  to  65,880,000  lb., 
as  compared  with  52,680,(XK)  lb.  in  August,  thus  indicating  a 
coniinuancc  of  the  decidtKl  improvement  established  by  the 
latter  month  on  July.  Imports  in  Sej)tt'ml>er  totalled 
I  36.703, (HK)  lb.,  a  moderate  increase  on  the  August  figure.s  of 

I  3i,8-50,(KK)  lb.  The  stock  of  unsold  t'opper  in  the  United 

States  in  Octolx'r  uas  estimated  at  up  to  500,1MJ0  tons. 


THE  MOXU.MENTAL  GRANITE  INDUSTRY. 

The  production  of  granite  for  the  manufacture  of  monu¬ 
ments  is  an  industry  of  considerable  magnitude  in  the 
I  United  States,  and.  according  to  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Mines  investigations,  is  increa-siug  in  importance  every 
j  year.  While  this  industry  might  be  regarded  as  nonx'ssen- 
!  rial  in  the  prosecution  of  the  revent  war,  there  is  probably 
no  industry  thus  classified  that  suffered  le.ss  during  the  war 
[  period.  Although  there  was  a  considerable  falling  off  in 
'  orders,  operators  were  enabled  to  maintain  their  organi.sa- 
tions  and  activities  approximately  on  a  normal  footing.  The 
most  serious  interruptions  have  taken  place  subsequent  to 
the  signing  of  tlie  .Vrmistice,  and  were  occasioned  by  .strikes. 

!  The  granite  industry  in  the  neighlM)urhood  of  Barre, 
Vermont,  suffered  a  brief  hold-up  in  August  through  lack 
of  hydro-elcNtric  {mwer  (Kcasioned  by  a  severe  drought  in 
that  neighbourhood.  The  plants  are  now  in  full  operation, 
j  and,  for  the  first  time  since  the  war,  conditions  in  the 

IParre  district  may  l>e  regarded  as  normal. 

Business  is  very  active  in  the  Quincy,  Mass.,  district,  and 
the  abnormal  strike  conditions  that  pre\ ailed  during  the 
I  early  part  of  the  year  are  almost  overcome.  There  was  a 
1  steady  increa.se  in  i)roduction  during  July,  and  August  was 
F  the  best  month  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Xi  Keene,  X.H.,  and  Milford,  Alass.,  quarry  production 
ran  scarcely  keep  pace  with  the  demand  for  finished  stoc-k. 
Similar  conditions  of  prosperity  prevail  in  the  St.  Cloud 
district  of  Alinnesota.  It  is  estimated  that  for  the  present 
'  year  there  will  Ir>  a  25  per  cent,  increase  in  volume  of 
production  over  last  year’s  figures. 

I'Tii.is.tTioN  OF  Waste  Granite 
An  inqiortant  development  in  the  St.  Cloud  granite  field 
is  the  re<ent  construction  of  several  large  crushing  plants  to 
utilise  the  great  heaps  of  waste  granite  at  the  various 
quarries,  and  the  spalls  at  the  finishing  plants.  The  exten¬ 
sive  road  construction  programme  in  the  central  region  of 
Minnesota  has  created  a  keen  demand  for  crushed  stone, 
and  it  has  been  found  that  granite  is  a  superior  material 
for  road  costruction.  .Vs  the  percentage  of  waste  at  monu¬ 
mental  granite  quarries  is  unusually  high,  granite  producers, 
it  is  considered,  should  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity 
that  may  arise*  for  the  profitable  disposal  of  waste  heaps  that 
not  onlv  r(*|)resent  a  va.*-!  amount  of  labour  from  which  no 
profit  is  gained,  but  al.-o  encumlH*r  the  ground  and.  in  many 
instances,  tmiiede  operations. 


Textiles. 


MESOPOTAMIA. 


CLASSES  OF  AIARKETABLE  WOOLS. 

The  present  wool  position  in  Mesopotamia  is  described  in 
a  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  Bagh¬ 
dad.  According  to  this,  wool  dealers  and  exporters  of  Bagh¬ 
dad  recognise  three  distinct  varieties  of  Alesoi>oUunian 
wools.  These  are  “Arabi,”  “Aivassi”  and  “Karradi.” 

AR.tBI. 

Arabi  is  the  name  given  to  wool  from  the  sheep  owned 
by  the  Arabs  of  the  plains  of  ’Iraq.  It  is  superior  to 
Awassi  and  Karradi,  and  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
best  wools  of  India,  China  and  the  North  Coast  of  Africa, 
including  Egypt.  This  wool  is  exjxirted  to  Bradford,  where 
it  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth.  As  regards  colour, 
it  ranges  from  so-c'alled  black  to  ivhite,  the  various  colours 
occurring  m  the  following  pro^xirtions : — 48  per  cent, 
browns,  28  per  cent,  fawns  and  greys,  15  per  cent,  blacks 
and  9  per  cent,  whites.  The  lx*st  qualities — strength,  fine¬ 
ness,  softness  and  tlexiliility,  waviness  or  curliness,  length 
and  uniformity  of  staple,  lustre,  etc. — are  found  amongst 
the  browns  and  blacks.  The  whites  are  poorest  in  quality 
and  approximate  to  the  Awassi  wools. 

Awassi. 

Awassi  wool  comes  from  a  bret'd  of  sheep  chiefly  owned 
by  tho  Arabs  whose  habitat  is  in  the  region  between  Mosul 
and  Alep[K).  This  breed  of  shtx*p  is  said  to  be  a  cross 
betwt*en  the  Arabi  and  Kurdish,  or  Karradi.  The  wool 
produced  is  white  in  colour,  is  long  stapled,  coarser  and  less 
wavy  than  Arabi,  but  superior  in  all  respects  to  Karradi. 

Karradi. 

Karradi  is  a  commercial  name  of  the  wool  of  the  Kur¬ 
dish  sheep  bred  to  the  North  and  Wt'st  of  AIosul  on  the 
Kurdish  hills.  Jn  colour  it  re.sembles  Awassi;  it  is  longish 
in  staple,  very  slightly  curled  ;  the  fibres  tend  to  coarseness, 
and  tlie  Heece  staples  are  matted  with  locks  characteristic 
of  an  inferior  breed  of  sheep. 

Awassi  and  Karradi  wools  are  exported  from  Baghdad  to 
America  and  there  used  in  the  manufacture  of  carpets. 

Brodvction  .v.nd  Qi  ality. 

Wool  is  one  of  the  most  important  economic  products  of 
Alesopotamia.  Its  pnxiuction  is  inexpensive,  and  in  normal 
limes  it  finds  a  ready  market.  It  is  desirable  that  careful 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  following  points  as 
regards  Alesojxitamian  wool:  — 

(i)  Possibility  of  increased  production; 

(ii)  Possibility  of  effecting  improvements  in  quality 
of  the  various  brt>eds  found  in  the  country. 

The  leading  factors  governing  production  are:  — 

The  extent  of  summer  grazing  grounds  within  easy  reach 
of  water,  and  possibly,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the  numbers  of 
sheep-owning  .Vrabs.  Extension  of  summer  irrigation  will 
naturally  tor  a  certain  time  jirovide  extra  summer  grazing 
grounds.  Extension  of  summer  irrigation,  however,  pre- 
sup{K>si*s  extension  of  agriculture,  which  tends  to  decrease 
grazing  grounds  for  sheep.  As,  however,  intensive  agri¬ 
culture  is  not  and  will  not  for  a  long  time  be  practised 
in  Alesoixitamia,  we  may  take  it  that  increase  in  production 
of  wool  for  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years  or  more  is  a 
certainty. 

Causes  affecting  the  quality  and  properties  of  wool  are 
almost  entirely  climatic.  Although  from  the  remotest  ages 
sheep  have  been  found  in  Me.sopotamia,  the  country  is  not 
the  most  lavourable  for  perfect  development.  The  finest 
wools  are  produced  in  a  humid,  temperate  climate.  Sheep 
are  not  found  in  the  tropics,  and  in  countries  bordering  on 
the  tropics,  e.g.,  in  the  Sudan,- the  sheep  is  hardly  recog¬ 
nisable  as  such  to  the  uninitiated.  They  do  not  produce 
wool,  but  a  short  hairy  growth  of  practically  no  value.  Anj- 
one  setting  out  to  improve  the  quality  of  Arab  sheep  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  existing  breed  has  been  establish(*d 
for  a  period  lx*yond  calculation  and  that  it  is  absolutely 
adapted  to  the  existing  conditions.  If  the  object  in  view 
is  the  production  of  a  white  wool,  the  probabilities  are  that 
it  could  be  obtained  but  with  a  loss  of  most  of  the  other 
desirable  qualities  such  as  fineness,  strength,  waviness,  lustre, 
etc.  The  dark  colours  of  this  wool  are  due  to  a  natural 
pnxesi  of  colour  protection.  If  a  white  wool  breed  were 
jiroduced,  absence  of  protective  colouring  would  reflect  on 
the  stamina  of  that  breed,  and  if  this  breed  were  left  for  a 
time,  it  would  revert  again  to  the  original  colourings,  oi 
die  out. 


THE  BOAEl)  OF  TEADE  JUUEXAL. 


January  1,  19*20. 


TEXTILES — continued. 

CllAKACTEBlSATlO.X, 

Ik  cojupariiig  tlie  characteristics  of  Arabi,  Awassi  and 
Karradi  wools,  it  appears  that  the  two  latter  named  are 
white  wools  of  inferior  quality.  The  possibility  of  producing 
good  white  wools  to  the  North  of  Mosul  is  somewhat  greater 
than  in  ’Iraq  on  account  of  a  more  favourable  climate.  In 
these  regions,  however,  tlie  j>os-,ibility  of  increased  production 
is  doubtful.  Suggestions  have  come  from  some  quarters  for 
the  improvement  of  local  breeds  by  the  introduction  of 
M'uino  blood  from  Australia.  Before  such  an  experiment 
is  tried,  it  seems  much  more  reasonable  to  attempt  the  im¬ 
provement  by  selection  of  the  indigenous  breeds.  It  is 
very  unlikely  that  a  Ix'tter  type  of  wool-producing  sheep 
than  .Vrabi  can  be  found  in  any  paid  of  the  world  where 
tile  ( limatic  condition^  are  such  as  prevail  in  ’Iraq. 


CHIN.A. 

nl’KNIXtiS  FOB  BHITISH  MAXUFAC- 
TUREHS. 

{From  Jl.M  CommucKil  Counsellor.) 

SlfAXGllAl. 

The  remarks  addressed  to  .\nierican  manufacturers  in  a 
itHcnt  issue  of  ‘T'ommerce  lfe|)orts”  are  so  applicable  to 
Fnited  Kingdom  textile  trading  interests  that  they  are 
reproduced  below. 

British  manufai  turers  who  wish  to  extend  their  business 
in  the  markets  of  fliina  must  be  prepared  to  compete  with 
other  countries,  not  only  in  prices,  but  in  pleasing  and 
novel  patterns,  for  the  Chinese  men  are  very  particular,  and 
tlie  women  buy  few  foreign  goods  unless  tempted  by  attrac¬ 
tive  vamples. 

Ci. ASSES  OF  Boons  IN  Dema.nu. 

There  is  a  tendency  to  odojd  foreign  styles  in  dress  and, 
in  consequence,  a  growing  demand  for  worsted  suitings, 
<lress  coalings,  cn'am  serges  and  cn'am  flannel,  all  54  to  5(5 
im  lies  w  ide,  for  bhu  k  and  blue  ca.'-hmere  of  58,  and  silk 
linings  of  d!»  to  40  indies  width.  In  Shanghai  medium 
heavy-weights  (18  to  24  ez.)  are  preferred  to  light-weights. 
Suit  lengths  from  to  yards  sell  at  relatively  higher 
prices  per  yard  than  the  ordinary  trade  lengths.  Cheap 
<-otton  trouserings  of  fancy  pattern  are  much  worn,  and 
there  is  a  market  for  cheap  and  medium-grade  army 
lilankets.  Dark  blue  flannel  shirting  commands  a  ready  sale. 
IIoSIF.RY  A.ND  WlNTER  WeAH. 

Cheap  light-weiiiht  cotton  towels,  cotton  handkerchiefs, 
and  both  light  and  heavy  cotton  underwear  and  hosimy  r.re 
in  steady  recpiest.  Vdvets,  velveteens,  and  heavy  sheetings, 
drills,  jeans  and  shirtings  are  a  feature  of  the  winter  trade 
of  X'orthern  China. 

PiUfEs  AND  Terms. 

It  is  important  that  local  trade  customs  should  bo 
follow eil.  Brices  .should  always  le  c.i.f.  port  of  delivery. 
The  usual  terms  of  sale  are  drafts  at  120  days.  Most 
business  is  done  by  indent,  and  shiiuiients  should  be  made 
at  the  time  agreed  u|M)n. 

Imi’ortance  of  Packing. 

Market  customs  as  to  packing  should  be  carefully  obstu  ved. 
Kach  piece  of  cloth  should  be  rolb'd  on  a  board  made  of  well- 
seasomnl  wcmkI  7  inche.s  wide  and  tnclt  thick,  and  should 
be  well  covered  with  (lajier  to  exclude  moisture  and  prevent 
mildew.  Eight  plix-es  of  niedium-w eight  cloth  should  be 
packed  in  a  strong,  tin-lined  wood  case.  Canvas  bales  should 
be  avoided. 

Saaiples. 

Samples  of  fabrics  are  la'st  wlum  about  20  inches  square, 
though  6  in.  by  9  in.  is  the  size  sometimes  adopted  for  the 
better  grades,  and  9  in.  by  9  in.  for  the  cheajier  materials. 
Many  buyers  take  away  samples  of  the  fabrics  they  have 
ordered,  thus  giving  rise  to  a  lu'avy  demand  for  constant 

supplies. 

Trade  M.arks. 

Goods  should  bear  a  simple,  striking  trade  mark,  such  as 
a  black  drasion  or  red  flower,  and  appropriate  to  the  country 
in  which  they  are  marketed. 

Neither  the  goo.ls  nor  their  trade  marks  or  “chop”  should 
t-ver  be  altered  in  the  least  degree,  as  the  Chinese  object 
strongly  to  changes  or  substitutes,  even  of  better  qualities, 
and  will  often  pay  more  for  a  brand  well  known  to  them. 
Popular  trade  marks  consequently  frequently  acquire  con¬ 
siderable  commercial  value  and  should  be  registered  with 
tho  Chinese  Government. 


Customs  Regulations  and 
Tariff  Changes. 

BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

AUSTRALIA. 

]‘PiOiiiJ3rriox  OF  the  importation  of 

CERTAIN  FOOL)  CONTAINERS. 

The  ••  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Gazidte  ”  of  23rd  0(  to- 
her  |)ubli<i|!es  a  Proclamation,  dated  15th  October,  1919, 
w  lii(  h  prohibits  the  importation  into  Australia  of  any  pack¬ 
age.  container,  or  apjiliance  us«‘d  for  manufacturing,  keep¬ 
ing.  or  holding  moist  or  liquid  food  siibstance.s  which  shall 
have  ill  (ontact  with  such  food  a  surface — 

(a)  Coii-istiiig  wholly  or  in  part  of  lead  or  zinc;  or 

(b)  Consisting  of  any  metal  alloy  containing  more  than 

19  per  centum  by  weight  (if  h'ad  or  zinc;  or 

(c)  Tinned  inside  with  a  metal  alloy  containing  more  than 

1  per  centum  by  weight  of  Iciad ;  or 
fd)  f’ontaiiiing  enamel  or  glaze  of  india-rubber  or  gutta¬ 
percha  which  on  Ixiiling  for  thirty  minutes  with 
viiK'gar  containing  4  per  centum  by  weight  of  acetic 
acid  yields  lead  to  the  latter;  or 
fel  Containing  more  than  om'-fourth  of  one  grain  of  ar.scni- 
cum  per  pound  of  metal  alloy  or  eiiauK'I  or  glaze  or 
india-rubber  or  gutta-pc'rcha. 

The  jirc'^ent  PriK-lamation  ri'vokes  the  Proclamation  which 
was  issued  on  15th  May,  1918,  |irohibitiug  tlu'  importation 
of  any  package',  container,  or  a|iplianc('  list'd  for  manufac¬ 
turing,  kt'c'ping,  or  holding  a  moist  food  substance  or  a 
liquid,  w  hich  shall  have  in  contact  w  ith  the  food  or  liquid  a 
surface*  ceuiiposcel  of  leael  or  zinc. 

CANADA. 

CUSTOMS  DECISIONS. 

.\|)prai.sers’  Hulletin  No.  2912  which  has  bee'ii  issued  ly 
the  De'partme'iit  ot  Custeuns,  Canaela,  ceuitaiiis  a  miniber  of  ! 
customs  de'eisiems  aiiel  de'partme'utal  rulings  re'Iating  tei  the 
classification  of  imported  genids,  the  principal  of  which  are  as 
fell  lows:  - 

M’rappers  of  an  advertising  characti'r  designed  to  lie* 
paste'el  on  cans  or  other  containers  are  dutiable  under  Tariff 
item  178. 

Ships’  port  lights,  aiiel  jiulley  blocks  of  wood  or  irein, 
.single,  eleiuble.  triide  and  qiiaelriiple.  up  to  18  in.  in  dia¬ 
meter,  are  now  manufactured  in  Canada  and  therefore  not 
entitle'el  to  free*  entry  unde'r  Tariff  item  470. 

Ceintiiiiious  fe  cele'rs  feir  printing  jire'sse's,  ruling  mae  hinos 
eir  feileling  mae'hines,  whether  imjiorteel  se*paratelv  or  with 
the*  machine*  with  which  they  operate  are  dutiable  under 
Tariff  item  453. 

FOREIGN. 

BRAZIL. 

EXPORTATION  OF  FROZEN  MEAT  PROniHTTED 

11. M.  Commercial  Se'cre*tarv  at  Biei  de  .Janeiro  re'jiorts 
that  the*  Brazilian  Gove'rnment  has  preihibite'd  the  exjwirta- 
tiein  of  froze'ii  meat  freim  Brazil  for  a  perioel  of  two  months. 

He  jioints  out.  howeve'r,  that  expeirt  had  alre*ady  aiitoinati- 
cally  ce-aseel  as  the  re'sult  of  the  rise  in  the  Brazilian  ex¬ 
change,  so  that  the  imjiositiem  of  the  prohibition  is  of  little, 
if  anv,  eoiiiniercial  significance. 


DENMARK. 

INCREASE  OF  IMPORT  DUTIES  ON  MOTOK 
VEHICLES,  ETC. 

Fuele  r  a  Danish  I.aw  of  4th  Oe  tober,  the  Custeuns  duties 
on  motor  vehicles,  chassis,  bodies,  etc.,  imported  into  Den¬ 
mark  are  now  leviable  at  the  following  rates:  — 

Meiteir  vehicle's  and  chassis 
eif  three  or  more  whee'ls, 
whetlu'r  cemiplete  or  in¬ 
complete  (not  including 

ineiteir-cycles  w  ith  side-  ^  2.)  eire  pe'r  kilog, 

oars)  .  .  1  I'lii.s  5  per  cent. 


ineiteir-cycles  w  ith  side-  ^  2.)  eire  pe'r  kilog, 

oars)  .  .  1  I'lii.s  5  per  cent. 

'  nd  valorem. 

Per  kilog. 

Bodie's  for  motor  vehicles  .  25  ore 

Other  iKidies,  including  perambulators  (baby 
carriages)  .  10 
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Prior  lo  the  (ta'>ago  of  this  Law.  'ouli  vcliicle?.  clia.-ssis, 
an<l  lioclios  (incliuliiig  liabv  carriagts)  woro  diitiatilo  at  tin- 
ratr  ot  l'>  dr*;  per  kilog. 

[MKt  uiv  (1  krone)  —  Is.  IJil.  at  iiar,  aii<l  about  lljd.  at  present 
rates;  kilog  -  2  204*1  lb.,  avoirdupois.) 


KXI’Oirr  l‘l!()HT]UTI()XS  KAISED. 

Tlie  Hoard  ot  Irad*'  are  in  r*-oeipt.  tlirough  the  Foreign 
Ortl'-e.  ot  a  copy  ot  a  \otiee  issue*!  by  tlie  Dani.sh  Ministry 
of  .fu'tiee.  dated  Stli  Iheeinber,  in  virtue  of  wliith  the  pro- 
liibition  on  the  export  trom  Denmark  *)t  coffer  and  firnic>l 
riiiis  ("I  jon  jxisr.^  i>  w  ithdrawn. 


(.  L>T(  ».\IS  DKCISIOXS. 

Tlie  tollowMig  noli*  *'  gi\*‘s  iIi*-  '.iib-tance  *)t  some  deci.sion.s 
av  t*»  llm  Tariff  *  la>siti(  atioi.  ot  *  *'rtain  articles  on  importa¬ 
tion  into  Denmark  a>  given  in  a  r<'c*mt  Circular  of  the 
Danish  Customs  De|)artment  :  — 


Articles. 

I  Tariff  Xo. 

;  uuiler  which 
j  Dutiable. 

Kate  of 
Duty. 

So^allai  ^atty  (A*y|,  in  a  .v<'1!*>h  nias.s. 
consisting  *)f  i*'sin  with  a*l*liti*'>n  of 
wa.x,  1  tc. 

1 

.37 

Kr  Ore 
per  kilof/. 

0  03 

^ir(,  mad*- of  copjH  r 

win* 

[  193 

0  os 

.4  T(ihl‘  Toft,  mad*  of  **>inm*m  w*>i)d,| 
th*'  surface  ami  efiges  Is'ing  *'*>v*'r**li 
with  o.xidiz*'*!  shc*'t  brass  ..  ..| 

inii 

j 

(»  7H 

Floatin'/  dork,  consisting  f>f  a  *l*)s*'*li 
l)arg*'-!ike  (Mintoon,  with  *'riCtions| 
ahfiig  the  sid*'»,  aiul  furnisli**!  with 
mac  hi  111  ry  ami  travelling  cranes  ..| 
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KXl’Oirr  OF  FLAX  I'KOHIFITKII. 

Th*'  •■•loiirnal  Otff*  iel  (Parisl.  for  2iith  l)e<«‘ml>er.  **)n- 
taiii'  a  l)*'*r*‘<‘  dal*'<f  Iflth  l)ec*‘mber.  in  virtu*'  *)f  which  the 
exportation  and  re-*'xportat ion  (after  warelmU'ing.  transit, 
and  transhipment  I  Irom  Franc*'  of  flax.  raw.  hackled, 
coadx'd.  or  in  tow  (Xo.  112  of  the  Cust*)ms  Tariff  *  i-  pro¬ 
hibit*'*!  as  tr*mi  2<'th  l)ec*'mb*'r. 


NETHERLANDS. 

EXPoirr  iMiOHTHrrioxs  relaxed 

Til*'  Hoar*l  of  Trade  ar*'  in  r*'(*'i|it  of  information  from 
H..M.  Commeri'iaf  S*'cr*'tary  at  The  Hagu*'  to  the  effect 
that  th*‘  jirohihition  *m  the  I'xjifirtation  of  th*'  following 
gicML  Irom  the  X'*‘th*'ilan*Is  has  b*'*'n  temporarily  rais<'d;  — 

Casings  (as  tr*)ni  31st  Octoheri. 

Magiu'siti  (as  Irom  1st  Xov*'mlM  rl. 

Hnp^  (as  from  (ith  X’ovemberl. 

Ba-ketware  (as  trom  Oth  X'ovemh*'r). 

Hich's  (as  from  8th  X'ov*'mlM'r). 

(onus  ot  all  kinds  (as  from  8th  Xotu'inherl. 

Tanning  material  and  tanning  *'xtraets  (as  from  8th 
Novenilier). 

Carrier  pig**ons. 

.Mat<he.s  (aj»  from  11th  Xov*'ml)«'r). 

Pa|)er  of  all  kinds  (as  froin  loth  Xovemher). 

8plit  rattan  for  chair  seating,  and  malacea  canes  (a«  from 
Dth  Xovemher). 

Fus*'l  oil  (as  tr*)m  18th  N’oeember). 

Iron  and  steel  scrap  (as  from  22tid  X’ovember). 

Tliree-ply  wood  (as  from  24th  Xovemlx'r). 

P*'at  (as  trom  22n*l  Xovember'I. 

Tiiihiil  and  eapsides  (as  from  24th  X'ovemh*rt. 

“  Haarlem  oil  ’’  (as  from  21th  Xovemher). 

Chicory  (including  (hicory  root!  and  coff*'**  suhstitutON  (as 
from  2* Ith  Xovi'inh*']-). 

“  ^^’ikkf'lhand  ’  and  '•  pitiii't  "  (rattan)  (as  from  21th 
Xov*'inher). 

Blackh'ad  (as  from  20th  Xovi'iuher). 

Knitting-ma<  hine  ne«'dles  (as  from  2oth  Xovemher). 

Aloxiie.  alnndum.  emery.  carlKiriuidnm.  corundum  and  all 
^iniilar  ahrasive*s  (as  from  2oth  Xoveml*er). 

Alalt  (as  fr*>m  2tith  Xovemher). 

Prepared  inusutrd  (as  from  2oth  X'ov*‘mheri. 


PORTUGAL. 

COXTROl.  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXI’ORTS, 
AND  EXCHAX(4E  OPERATIONS. 

A  Port ugiu'.s*'  Dili'*'*'  (Xo.  ().2()3),  *latcHl  2nd  Decc'inh*'!'. 
and  puhlishi'd  in  Li-lMin  on  the  3rd,  contains  the  following 
provisions  to  m*'et  th*'  situation  arising  from  the  *'xchange 
*  lisis  in  Portugal:  — 

.[ificic  1. — Th*'  (Jov<'rnm*'nt  is  authorised  to  douhle  the 
jiresc'nt  import  <luties  and  surtaxes  on  all  the  articles 
s|ieci(i*'d  in  the  schediil*'  annex*xl  to  Decree  Xo.  5, 012  of 
l<*th  .May.  IDlt)  [particulars  *>f  which  ever*'  given  at  (cages  58 
to  (j*)  of  the  “  lioard  of  Trad*'  Journal  ”  of  10th  July  last], 
and  to  inclmle  in  that  s*  lu'dule  gcKids  and  merchandise  which 
are  not  indis|iensahle  toi'  the  (ire.servation  of  life  and  the 
development  of  national  industry. 

The  duti*‘s  u  hic  h  ar*'  leviable  or  .shall  become  leviable  oJi 
the  g«Kids  or  nx'ir  han*li'*'  to  which  this  .Article  ref*‘rs,  sliall 
he  |)aid  in  gohl,  the  cotivt'rsion  being  made  by  taking  the 
value  *)f  -V)  (ler  cent,  ot  the  s;une  duties  in  (rounds  sterling 
at  the  rat*'  ot  th*'  day  and  th*'  rt'maining  50  (cer  cent, 
in  (lounds  st*'rling  at  th*'  |»ar  rat*'  of  41,  escudos  for  each 
pound. 

The  ((aymeiit  of  the  *lutie.s  may  he  made  in  currency  *>r 
by  mc'ans  of  the  c/»/*».c  ouio  ref*'rr<'d  to  in  Decree  Xo.  4.13.3 
of  18th  .\|)ril.  1918  [se*'  the  notice  at  (>age  084  of  the 
“.Tournal  ”  for  30th  Alay.  1918.] 

Irfirlr  ?. — AVith  th*'  exc*'()tion  of  cases  (rrovided  f*)r  in 
Laws  at  |)resent  in  f*)r*e.  the  im()*)rtation  of  all  g*>*Kls  or 
mer*handise  not  covere*!  by  .Article  1  is  allowed. 

Per.s*)ns  desiring  to  im|>ort  these  gocKls  or  merchandise' 
must  submit  to  th**  Chief  of  the  Customs,  in  duplicate,  a 
sign*'*!  *l*Mlaration.  on  ordinary  (caper,  with  the  dc'seription 
*if  th*'  artich's  to  be  im()orted.  their  cpiality.  country  of 
origin,  their  value  in  I’ortuguese  currc'ncy.  the  total  amount 
t*i  1m'  pai*l  for  the  gc)o*ls  or  merchandise,  including  any  ex- 
(censt's  of  trans[iort.  et*  ..  and  in  a  (leriod  of  not  more  than 
thirty  *lays  in  whi*  h  this  (cayment  must  be  made. 

The  lu'acU  *)f  th*'  Custom  Offict'>  evher*'  tlu'se  de*lara- 
ti*>ns  are  (uesenled  ar*'  t'>  autlu'iiti*  ate  th*'  original  with 
tlu'ir  signature.  an*l  to  hand  the  same  to  the  owner,  send¬ 
ing  the  du|di<  at*'  to  the  Coun*  il  Controlling  Commerce  and 
F.xchang*'. 

\rtirti  .3. — Person^  *hsiring  t*i  im|iort  gofxls  or  nur<lian- 
dis*'  *f>v*'i'*'d  by  .Article  1  are  to  a|>|>ly  for  an  im|>ort  licence 
to  th*'  Minist*'r  of  Finati*  *-.  who.  aft*'*'  *-onsulting  the  Council 
Conti'olling  Ccuumer**'  and  F.xchang*'.  can  refits*'  or  allow 
im|ioi'tation  unconditionally  *)r  with  such  restrictions  as  may 
be  iudg*'d  to  be  in  kee|iing  w  ith  national  int*rest'. 

Th*'  a|>|)licati*>n  for  the  lic*'nee  must  b*'  (cresentc'd  to  the 
Dir*'*tors  of  Custom  H*)us*'s  or  head-  of  Customs  Offiees 
*>r  Customs  delegations,  through  uhi*h  th*'  im(>ort  is  to  be 
mad*',  and  must  c*mtain  the  declaration  reL'ir.d  to  in  the 
s*'eond  )>aragra()h  of  the  (crtH-eding  .Article. 

The  Council  Controlling  Commerce  and  Plxchange  in 
accordance  with  the  official  clearance  will  give  the  a()()licant 
a  li**'nce  to  buv  credits  or  foreign  currency. 

It  ficir  — Except  f*)r  the  restrictions  established  by  laws 
at  (iresent  in  fore*'  and  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
this  D*'cree,  the  ex()*)rt  of  national  goods  or  merchandise  to 
for*'ign  eountricss.  and  also  re-ex)>ort  t*>  P*irtugu*ssc  Colonies 
and  foreign  countries,  is  free. 

In  the  c'h'arance  ()a|>er.  ()ers*>ns  ch'.siring  to  mak*'  such  ex- 
(*orts  or  re-ex|)orts  ar*'  to  (iresent  the  inv*>ice  in  the  currency 
of  the  country  of  destination,  and  to  sign  a  Imnd  for  the 
sal*'  or  cession  to  the  Council  Controlling  Commerce  and 
Exthange  of  .50  (ler  cent,  of  the  foreign  credits  or  currency 
to  the  value  of  th*'  ex(>orted  or  re-ex(iorted  articles,  at  th*' 
exchange  of  the  day.  and  within  a  term  of  thirtv  days 
counting  from  th*'  dat*'  *)f  the  clearance. 

In  order  not  to  hinder  in  any  way  exports  and  re-exports, 
th*'  Minister  of  Finanee,  after  consulting  the  Council  Con- 
tiolling  Commerce  and  Exchange  and  the  (larties  interested, 
may  amend  the  time-limit  referred  t*>  in  the  (ireceding  (lara- 
graph  in  th*'  case  of  merchandis*'  s<d*l  on  long  terms  or  on 
consignment. 

Arficlr  .5. — I’nh'ss  authoris*'*!  in  writing  bv  the  Minister 
of  Finance,  or  unl*'ss  in  one  of  the  cases  (irovided  for  In  this 
Dc*  r*'*'.  all  ()er>on>.  *'ither  nati*mats.  or  ju*li*'ially  domiciled, 
or  i*'si*ling.  in  P*)rtugal.  acting  on  their  own  a*xount  or  on 
ac*<)unt  of  *>ther.s.  are  forbidden  to  transfer  outside  Portu¬ 
gal  bv  any  metho*!  of  credit  or  transfer,  including  ()o.stal 
remittances  in  their  oxvn  or  third  jiersons’  fav*)ur,  any  funds 
in  s*'curities  or  in  currency,  to  lend  sums  to  anyone  not 
re'i*ling  in  Portugal,  to  buv  outside  the  country  .s*'curitie.s 
or  (>r*)(><'rtv  or  (>r*»*lucts  *if  any  kind,  and  in  g*'neraL  to 
umlertak*'  anv  operation  whicli  entaiU  a  transfer  of  fun<ls. 
cr*'*lits  *)r  se<nrities  outside  Portugal. 
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CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  CHANGES 

— continued. 


Aitiih  h. —  rile  of  securities  <mt  t»f  I'ortugal  will 

Killy  lie  allowed  by  the  ^iinistor  of  Finaneo  \\  lien  the  opera¬ 
tion  involve-  a  reniittanee  of  money  to  the  country  or  a 
<  redit  in  foreicru  nioney,  and  the  sender  first  of  all  satislies 
the  eomlition  imposed  in  the  second  jiaragraph  of  Article  4. 

Artich  7. — Funds  and  securities  which  the  persons  eon- 
eernod.  with  domicile  or  residenci*  outside  of  Portugal,  may 
|*ossi'ss  in  IVutUffal  are  exempted  from  the  provisions  of 
Artich'a  o  and  d :  hut  w  hen  sendinfj;  such  funds  or  sei  iirities, 
priKif  of  tlu‘  res|)ective  property  must  b»*  given. 

.Irticle  S. —  Fx(  ept  w  ith  the  w  ritten  authorisation  of  the 
-Minister  of  Finaneo.  the  imjiortation  of  all  kinds  of  si'curi- 
ties,  ami  in  giuieral.  any  kind  of  stoc  ks  or  share's  representing 
directly  <»■  indirectly,  jearticipatinn  in  any  [iro|)erty  or 
I  redit.  is  jirohihited. 

l’'rom  this  prohihitiou.  the  following  are  oxcci»tcd : — (11 
Tloiids  already  due',  or  coujious  payable  in  Portugal;  (2) 
securities  which  can  Ix''  ju'ovt'd  to  have'  be'longed  to  the' 
importe'r  be'fore*  the-  publication  of  this  De-e'ciH*,  or  which 
he  bought  or  subserilx'd  for  in  I’ortugal  within  fort''-  days 
prior  t-o  this  date,  and  tho«e  actpiii-ed  by  inheritance  after 
this  date. 

Aftich  !). — The  buying  and  si'lling  of  foreign  enelits  or 
e  iirrcncy  will  take-  place  througli  lianks,  bankers  and  brokers, 
all  of  whom  must  register  all  their  o|ierations,  which 
may  be  subjiH-t  to  the  supervision  ordere'd  bv  the  Minister 
of  Finance  or  by  the  Council  Controlling  Commerce  and 
Exchange. 

These  operations,  earrii'd  out  among  themselves  by  indi¬ 
viduals  referred  to  in  this  clause,  are  only  allowed  in  order 
to  make  dailv  cover. 

Article  10. — Exee'pt  as  alxive.  no  Ihink,  banker  or  broker 
may  sell  crc'dits  or  foreign  currency  whose  er|uivalent  ex- 
eetnls  3tX)  escudos  pe'f  capita  per  mensem  unless  the  buyer 
produces  one  of  tlic  following  dex  uiueuts-  — 

(al  The  authenticated  ileelai  aiioii  i  iirieil  i.)  in  i  he- 
third  ]iaiagra])h  of  .Vrticle  2; 

(b|  One  of  the'  licences  referred  to  in  the'  third  para¬ 
graph  of  -Vrticle  3.  or  in  .\rticlc  o  or  8. 

(c)  The  |)r<K)f  refe'rieel  to  in  .Vrticle  7. 

The  Hank,  banki'r  e»r  broke'r  -who  has  e'fte'cte'el  the  sab' 
will  file  the'se  diKuments.  stating  in  them  the  amount  s<jbl. 
the  date  of  sjtle.  the  Fxehange  of  the  day,  and  tlie  naiiu' 
of  the  buye'i- :  he  has  also  to  verify  the-  iele-ntity  eif  the 
(leison  producing  the  licence  to  sex*  if  he  is  the  rightful 
eiwne'r,  or  in  the  e)|>i>ixite  case  to  ie*(piire  doe  iimentary  proof 
that  the  tran>ae-tion  is  being  e'fi'iH'ti'il  in  the  lice'nsex''s  name*. 

When  it  is  deemeel  aelvisable.  the*  Minister  of  Finance  may 
alter  the  limit  refined  to  in  this  .Vrticle. 

.irtirlc  11. — In  older  to  effi'ct  the  ex|>ort.  le-export  and 
import  of  goods  and  merchandise  in  accordance  with  the 
national  interests,  and  also  to  regulate  and  control  imports, 
exports  and  business  in  Foreign  Exchange,  in  accordance 
with  the  rub's  in  this  law  as  well  as  others  now  in  force 
and  not  alteri'd  bv  the  present  one,  and  in  accordance  witli 
the  in.structioiis  wliich  were  given  by  a  ruling  of  the  Mini.ster 
of  Finance,  a  (suuiuission  called  the  Council  Csmtrolling 
Commerce  and  Exchange  has  been  creati'd  at  the  ^linistry 
of  Finance  com|K)sed  of  tlie  Governor  of  the  Hank  of  Por¬ 
tugal  (who  will  be  its  jiresidentf,  the  director  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  and  the  General  Directors  of  Public  Revenue,  Customs, 
Commerce  and  Agi  iculture. 

The  Governuu'ut  will  place  at  the  disiuxa!  of  this  Com¬ 
mission  not  only  tho«c  functionaries  who  may  be  indispens¬ 
able  to  enable  it  to  carry  out  ibs  dtities,  but  also  tax-iollect- 
ing  officials  and  lu'cessary  i>olice  agents,  who  can  demand 
from  all  public  servants  proofs  and  enquiries  which  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  perform  their  duties,  to  make 
arrests,  and  prosecuti'  anv  infringement  which  will  come 
tinder  T.aw  No.  300  of  3rd  February.  1015. 

The  Council  Controlling  Commerce  and  Exchange  can 
establish  any  agencies  and  sub  agencies  which  mav  be  con¬ 
sidered  necessary. 

Article  12. — .\ny  tterson  who  up  to  the  date  of  this  Decree 
has  made  any  purchase  of  goods  or  merchandise  still  to  be 
ini|x>rted.  has  to  make  the  declaration  referred  to  in 
.Vrtir  le  2.  w  ithin  a  periml  of  thirty  days,  bi'fore  the  Council 
Controllimr  Commerce  and  Exchange,  which  is  empowered 
to  demand  ])roofs  as  to  the  date  on  which  the  goods  or 
merchandise  were  ordered. 

.Irticle  ].1.  .Vny  infraction  of  this  Decree,  as  well  as 
attempts  at  infraction  and  any  omis.sions  or  falsifications 
in  the  declaration*,  registers  or  any  papers  which  are  ne<es- 
sarv  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  this  Decree,  will  he  punished 
with  a  fine  varying  according  to  circumstances  from  10  (ter 
cent,  to  (x'r  cent,  of  tlu'  value  of  the  financial  transaction 
realised  or  attempted,  but  In  anv  case  not  less  than  100 
escudos.  Tn  case*  of  ri'ctirrence  the  fines  will  he  doubled. 


Article  1^. — Any  jioinls  in  dispute  or  «jmittod  from  the 
present  Dt'cree  will  Ite  st  itled  by  the  Minister  of  Finance 
after  consultation  with  the  Council  Controlling  Commerce 
and  Exchanges,  and  the  .Minister  will  give  the  orders, 
instructions,  etc.,  for  fhe  comjtlete  and  *'ticctive  exiHiition 
of  the  Decree. 

.Article  lo.  The  Government  will  giVv  to  Parliament  a 
quarterly  statement  of  all  operation*  carried  out  under  this 
Dix-ree. 

.Irticle  10. — This  Di'cree  is  to  conu'  into  torcc  at  once, 
and  retokes  any  legi-lation  to  the  contrary. 

SWEDEN. 


CF.ifK.VL  IMPORT  AND  SALE.  MONOPOLY; 
crSTO.MS  Dl'TlKS  oN  CKRKALS. 

Hy  DeciVH's  issued  in  .Vugust  la*t.  which  tame  into  forte 
on  1st  Sept-t'iuber.  IDUb  a  mont)[)oly  wa.*  granti'tl  to  the 
.VsstK-iation  of  Swt'tli-h  Flour  .Mills,  until  31st  Vugust,  lf*20, 
for  the  im|)ort  of  wht'at,  rye,  and  Hour  and  groiits  thereof, 
and  for  the  sale  of  w  heaten  Hour,  the  object  being  to  i)rott*ct 
the  State  from  lo-sc-  ari*ing  from  the  minimum  prices  for 
cereals  which  have  bt'eu  guai'antt't'd  to  f.-irmcr*  until  1st 
June,  1920. 

In  ortler  to  protc'ci  Swctlish  farmer-  during  the  pt  riod 
following  this  mt>no|H)ly  against  the  import  of  ceri'als  at  a 
price  Ix’low  the  ettst  of  bxal  production.  ii  further  Di'cree 
provides  for  tht*  imposition  of  Cu-tom.*  tlutics  tui  a  sliding 
•-tab'  on  importt'd  cereals.  Wheat,  lyt*.  ami  barley  iiupoi  ted 
into  Switlen  tluring  the  period  from  1st  June,  102ib  to  31st 
■May.  1922,  are  to  pay  a  Customs  duty  iKiuivab'ut  to  half  the 
tlifference  betwt'en  the  normal  .'swctlish  prici'  n'tluced  by 
.■)  pt'i' cent,  and  the  t'-timati'd  import  price,  w  hen  -uch  dift'er- 
.  u'c  ext ft'tls  out'  kronor  per  100  kilogs.  The  tluty,  however, 
is  not  in  any  ca.-e  to  exceetl  3  kronor  70  ore  jit'r  1<M1  kilogs. 
During  the  .same  perioil  the  dutii's  on  Hour  and  groats,  malt 
and  brt'atl  imiM>rteil  ar<'  to  1m'  levit-il  at  a  ratt'  To  per  ct'iit. 
higher  tluin  that  for  milled  grain  (f.c..  the  .-amt'  pro|M>rtion 
a-  t'xists  bt'twt'cn  the  rt'levaiit  rate*  in  the  Custom*  Tai'iffi. 


TL  N«S. 

JNCHKASED  CFSTO.MS  Dl'TIES  <>N  TOlLVCCO. 

The  Hoaril  of  Tratle  an  in  receipt,  through  the  Fort'ign 
Office,  of  copy  of  a  Ht  vlit  al  Dc<  rtx',  dated  Oth  Dtx-ember 
(and  juiblishi'tl  in  the  “Journal  Official  Tunisien  of  12th 
Decembt'r).  which  iiroviiles  for  an  increa.v*  in  the  Customs 
tluties  on  tobacco  of  any  origin  importctl  inbi  Tuni-.  The 
new  rates  of  duty  art'  show  n  in  the  .-ubjoim  tl  table,  together 
with  the  rates  formt'ily  applicabb'  under  the  Heylical  Decree 
of  .39tli  March,  1918;  — 


OKI  Kate 

1  New  Hate 

of  Duty 

I  of  Duty. 

Tobacco  : — 

1 

In  leaves,  or  stalks,  for  the  Regie 

Fret- 

1  Free 

In  leaves  or  .stalks,  for  private  account 

Prohibited 

1  Prohibited 

Manufactured,  for  the  Hi'git' 

.Vfanufact  lilt'd,  for  the  pets'onal  use  of 

Free 

Fit'c 

the  importer,  up  to  a  <|Uantity  not 
exct'ctiing  10  kilog*  p,  r  consignee  per 

' 

aiuiuni  : 

Franc.- 

Fl-.llies. 

ixr  199 

]A:r  MXt 

l-i/o/M  he! 

!:ilogs  wt. 

( 'ig.irs  and  cigaicttcs 

.iTod 

7.o(H» 

.''tnilT,  anil  chewing  tobiieeo 

2  2fK) 

:l(KMI 

.■smoking  tobacco,  Turkisli 

:1.S99 

.l.fKKI 

.Smoking  toW  co,  <  )ther  . . 

Other  iiiaiiufactured  tobacco,  iiiclinlin? 

2  299 

.KM  Ml 

tobacco  juice  (firfiis.-i) 

Prohibit.-<l 

Pi-ohibited 

INC  REASED  TAX  ON  MEtMLVNK  AL  IMOHTERS. 

'I’he  Dccrei'  turtlur  [U-ovitles  that  the  internal  tax  on 
medianiial  or  automatic  lighti'r*.  which  was  increa.scd  to 
.3  francs  3.)  ct'iitinu's  by  the  Dt'cree  of  39th  March,  1918,  is 
to  bi'  further  incrt'a-t'tl  to  -u  frams  each 


PRODIBITION  f)\'  THE  T.MPOHTATK  )N  OF 
NEWSPRINT  PAPER  WITHDRAWN. 

Hy  a  Heylical  Dcci'ct'  tlatt'tl  2f)th  November  the  prohibition 
on  tilt'  importation  into  Tunis  of  newsprint  papt'r  was  with- 
ilraw  n  a-  from  1st  Dot  ember. 


A 
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CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  CHANGES 

— continued. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


CUSTOM  S  1  )ECIS1(  )NS. 

The  tollowing  is  the  substaiKo  of  some  recent  decisions  by 
the  United  Stato.s  Court  of  Customs  Aj)i)oaI,  respecting;  the 
a]i|>lication  of  tlie  Tariff  Act  of  1913:  — 


f’aragraph 

of  the  Tariff  Kate  of 

under  w  Inch  Duty. 

Dutiable. 


Silk  l.ined. —  Basket'  ma<fe  ofi 
raffia,  wood,  cane,  and  willow,  and! 
lined  with  silk,  the  silk  Isdug  ^rcub/-  ini 
value  than  any  o/n  of  the  other  cotn-; 
[loii'-nt  materials,  but  k>^/i  than  all,  arel 
cla'siliable,  not  under  itarajnaph  31 S  | 
of  th<‘  Tariff,  as  mi.seellaneous  manu-i 
faetures  in  chief  value  of  silk,  but  under| 
paratrraph  I7.a,  as  Iw'kets  “in  chief' 
value  of  *  *  *  work’’  or  "likci 

material."  This  is  true  uotwifhstand-i 
ing  that  the  silk  lining  may  1k‘  greater! 
in  value  than  the  wood,  cane,  and  j 
willow,  since  raffia  is  held  to  be  wood! 
within  the  meaning  of  that  term  as  used! 
in  paragrajih  IT.a — [T  D  37940)  .  .j 

Laddf^r  Tai>t. — .\ferehandise  known  asj 
■■  ladder  fajx',”  woven  as  an  entirety  of 
cotton,  u.sed  in  the  manufacture  of 
Venetian  hlinds,  consisting  of  twoj 
longitudinal  fast-edge  woven  jiieces 
alwut  IJ  inehf'S  wiile,  conneet<‘d  atj 
intervals  of  about  2  inches  by  similari 
travei-se  pieces  about  three-eighths  ofi 
an  inch  wide  and  2J  inches  long,  arej 
dutiable  as  manufactures  of  cottoni 
par.  2<5t),  of  the  Tariff,)  and  not  asj 
"fabrics  with  fast  edges  *  *  ♦  ”i 

jtar  202).  V’hile  the  tapt's,  if  proJuecdl 
and  imported  as  separate  entities, 
might  b«>  dutiable  under  jtaragraph  202,! 
the  fact  that  they  have  never  had  ani 
existence  .seitarate  from  that  of  thej 
finished  article  is  sufficient  to  excludcj 
them  from  the  operation  of  this  parai- 

sraph  — {T.D.  .37942) . 

Jarqnnrd  Figured  Cotion  and  AV/<. — 
Jacquaixl  figurtKl  cotton  edgings,  in-' 
sertings,  tlouncings  and  nettings  are| 
dutiable  eo  nomine  under  jtaragrapli! 
IfoS,  of  the  Tariff.  They  are  not  to  Ix-j 
classified  under  i>aragra|>h  2.")S  within^ 
the  provision  for  "  all  other  .Jaciiuard! 
hgured  manufactures  of  cotton."’ — 

[Tit  37.984.3] . | 

Ifafr/i  Hrw'deL'i. — Wristh-ts  or  stra))S  foi'i 
holding  wrist  watches-  -in  chief  value  of 
ra  tal,  are  classifiable,  not  under  jiara- 
fra))h  .3.00  of  the  Tariff,  as  articles  woni 
on  the  person  for  comfort,  convenience, 
or  adornment,  as  like  articles,  or  as! 
jwrts  of  such  articles  or  like  articles, j 
hut  under  paragrap'i  107  as  miscellan-l 
eons  atficles  in  chief  value  of  metal. — : 

[T  D.  .37982)  . ‘ 

ilovnlings  for  Opera  frVnsxcs  — Mother-of- 
pearl  staves  and  name  rings  for  mount- 1 
ing'  or  emlxdlishments  of  ojx-ra  glasses 
are  classifiable  as  mountings  for  ojx'ra 
glassi's  f])ar.  !>.3  of  the  Tariff,)  rather 
than  as  manufactures  of  mother-of- 
ixarl  (par.  309).  [T.D.  37994)  .  .j 

Polarkropen,  In'ing  instniments  used  to 
enable  the  observer  to  view  the  pheno-| 
raeua  of  (silarised  light,  and  par-j 
ticularly  to  examine  objects  under, 
polaiised  light,  is  classifiable  as  an 
optical  instrument  (paragraph  93)  of] 
the  Tariff,  rather  than  as  a  metal  manu-| 
facture  (i)aragra])h  07). — )T.D  3799.')Jj 
Poloiiscoftf  TmAc.!?.— I’olarised  tuix-s, , 
s|x-cially  desigti'Ml  glass  tulies  with, 
brass  fittings  for  holding  liipiids  to  Ix'j 
examined  in  polarised  light,  are  duli-i 
able  as  mountings  for  oi)tical  instru-| 
ments  (par  9.3  of  the  Tariff  rather! 
than  as  metal  manufactures  (|iar  107) 
-[TD  3799.01 . 1 


//cr  cent, 
ad  rat. 


200 


:n) 


.3.-)8 


00 


107 


!).3 


I  (a) 


.3.-) 


i).3 


.3.7 


!)3 


3.7 


(a)  If  conijaxsi'd  wholly  or  in  part  of  ))latinum,  gold  or  silver  or 
plated  with  gold  or  silver  .7(.)  |x-r  cent,  ad  val.  ;  if  composed  of  other 
Betals  and  not  plated  with  gold  or  silver  20  jx'r  cent,  ad  ral. 


CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  CHANGES 

— runtiiiucd. 


1 

Arti  lo. 

1  aragraiih 
of  the  Tariff 
under  which 
Dutial  Ic. 

1 

Hate  of 
Duty. 

Sttving-Marhtiu  ■'shuttles  —  S«wiiig-ma-: 
chine  shuttles  are  cla.ssifiable  as  parts  ofi 
sewing  machines  (par.  441  of  the  Tariff) 
rather  than  as  mamif'aetures  of  metal 
(par.  I<i7),  e\en  though  they  lie  im- 
(lorU'd  for  use  in  embroiderv  machines. 

j 

1 

1 

/«’■  cent, 
ad  Val. 

■  [T.D.  38001 1 . 

.irfi/icial  Floivii.f  .Made  of  /i<  (/'/<.— -.Vrti- 
ficia!  flowers,  leavis,  and  steins,  made 
of  Ix'ads  with  the  aid  of  wires  and  silk 
threads,  having  the  size,  foim,  colour, 
and  outline  of  natural  flow,  rs,  are 
dutiable  under  jiaragratih  .347  of  the 
Tariff,  as  "artificial  and  ornamental 
*  *  *  leave.',  flowers,  and  stems  or 

parts  thereof  of  whatever  mat.  rial  com- 
|iosed,'’  rather  than  as  Ixaided  article.' 

441  1 

1  Free 

under  iiaragraph  3.33. --[T  D  .38044)  . . 

347  ' 

'  )i0 

Certain  mual  container.<  of  tm  datia'ile.—Butnboo  ha-iket^  importcrl 
as  containers  of  tin  packages  of  tea,  weighing  less  than  5  lb.,  whether 
thev  be  usual  or  unusual  containers  of  t.-a,  are  made  liable  to  dutj- 
by  the  terms  of  the  proviso  to  par.  (>27  of  the  Tariff  and  are  not 
entitled  to  free  entry.-— [T.D.  .37!)03). 

“  Embroidery  Machines  ”  and  “  Setcinj  Ma‘:hine-‘  "  (Paragraphs 
lt)7  and  441  of  the  Tariff). — A  maohin3  that  is  primarily  constructed 
and  designed  for  sewing  fabrics  is  still  a  sewing  machine,  although 
used  for  the  purj)ose  of  embroidery  work  :  and,  on  tin  other  ban  1, 
a  machine  primarily  constnicted  and  de.signed  to  do  embroid«ring 
would  remain  such,  even  assuming  that  it  might  bj  used  for  ordinary 
machine  sewing.  The  provision  of  jraragraph  Ui5,  of  the  Tariff 
for  “  embroidery  maohines  ”  [duty  :  27  jnr  cent,  ad  va!.]  and  that 
of  paragraph  441  for  “sewing  machines  ”  [duty  free]  are  to  be  so 
construed.  The  ciue.stion  is  not  so  much  what  th'»  machiu''  does  a.s 
what  it  was  primarily  eonstru  ted  and  designed  to  do. 


PROPOSED  TARIFF  CHANGES. 
BRAZIL. 


rilOJEUTED  L'EVISIOX  OF  THE 
(’USTOMS  TAIHFF. 

In  continuation  of  previous  notices  in  recent  issue.s  of  the 

Hoard  of  Trade  .Journal  "  on  the  subject  of  the  projected 
revision  of  the  Hrazilian  Uu.stonis  Tariff,  it  should  be  noted 
that  copies  of  the  “Diaro  Official”  containing  the  following 
further  sections  of  the  Draft  Tariff  prejtared  by  the  Revision 
( 'omniission  have  now  been  receivi*d.  and  are  available  for 
itisju'ction  by  British  exporters  at  the  Enquiry  Room  of  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade.  73.  Basinghall  Street,  Lon¬ 
don,  E.(k  :  — 

(’I  ass  XV. — ('otton  (raw.  yarns,  fabric,'  and  manufac¬ 
tures). 

Class  XVI. — Wool  (raw.  yarns,  fabrics  and  manufacture'). 

Class  XVII. — Flax,  hemp,  and  jut<‘  (raw.  yarns,  fabrics 
and  manufactures). 

Cla.ss  XVTII.  Silk  (raw.  yarti'.  fabrics  and  manufac¬ 
ture,'). 

Class  XTX. — Paper  and  manufactures  therc'of. 

Class  XX. — Stones,  earths  and  other  minerals. 

Cla.ss  XXI. — Chinawar*'  and  glassware. 

Class  XXTI. — (fold,  silver  and  ])latinum. 

(’I  ass  XXTIT. — Copjier  and  cop|)er  alloy'  (unmanufactured 
and  manufactured). 

Class  XXIV. — Lead,  tin.  zinc,  and  theii-  alloys  (unmanu¬ 
factured  and  manufacturedl. 


NOTICE. 


The  price  of  the  “Hoard  of  Trade  JournaV’  is  6d.  (6id. 
po.d  free).  .Annual  subscription  (post  free)  27s.  6d.  in  the 
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ings,  Great  George  Street,  London,  .9.11'.  1.  All  editorial 
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cations  concerning  subscriptions  and  sales)  are  H.M. 
.‘Stationery  Office,  Imperial  House,  Kingsway,  T.ondon, 
\V.€.  2,  or  branches  (see  Cover). 
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Openings  for  British  Trade. 


[xNOTICE  TO  MANUFACTURERS  AND  EXPORTERS. 
— liritish  firtni  may  obtain  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
persons  c  firms  refetTed  to  in  the  following  notices  of 
'‘‘Openings”  by  applying  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade,  and  quoting  the  specific  reference  number  and 
tountry. 

In  eases  of  doubt  or  difficulty  in  regal'd  to  restrictions  on 
trading,  reference  should  be  made  personally  or  by  letter 
to  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  {Development  and 
Intelligence),  35,  (/Id  i^/ueen  Street,  London,  -SMI  .  1. 

Replies  must  be  sent  to  the  Department,  and  not  to  its 
Overseas  Officers  except  where  otherwise  stated. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  ONEKSEAS  TRADE 


FACILITIES  OFFKRED  TO  BRITISH  TRADERS. 

The  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  has  at  its  command  an 
extensive  Overseas  Intelligence  system,  which  comprises  the 
Commercial  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services  in  Foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  Trade  Commissioners  and  Imperial  Trade  Corre¬ 
spondents  in  the  Empire. 

From  this  Intelligence  Service  information  on  all  subjects  of 
■commercial  interest  is  received  at  the  Department,  where  it  is 
collated  and  classified  in  a  form  convenient  for  reference,  and 
is  available  to  any  British  trader  upon  personal  or  written  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Department,  at  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  West-  | 
minster,  London,  S.W.l. 

The  information  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  is  of  a 
widely  varied  nature,  and  includes  such  matters  as  the  following: 
Sources  of  supply,  prices,  etc.,  of  trade  products;  Foreign  and 
Colonial  contracts  open  to  tender ;  openings  for  British  trade 
abroad :  general  conditions  prevailing  in  overseas  markets ; 
demand  for  particular  articles  abroad ;  nature  and  extent  of 
competition,  and  suggestions  for  meeting  it ;  methods  of  distribu¬ 
tion  and  marketing;  credit  conditions,  terms  of  payment,  etc.,  j 
abroad;  firms  at  home  engaged  in  particular  lines  of  business;  < 

'Foreign  and  Colonial  importers  of  British  goods:  firms  or  in-  ! 
dividuals  considered  suitable  to  act  as  representatives  or  agents 
for  British  firms:  Foreign  and  Colonial  Tarifif  and  Customs  j 
regulations;  statistics  of  Import  or  Export;  forms  of  Certificates 
of  Origin :  regulations  concerning  commercial  travellers.  Con-  j 
sular  Invoices,  etc.  ;  shipping  and  transport,  etc.,  etc.  ! 

In  addition,  samples  of  foreign  competitive  goods  and  com-  | 
mercia!  products  are  constardly  being  received  from  abroad  and  i 
are  available  for  inspection  by  British  traders  at  3,  Guildhall 
Court,  Ix)ndon.  E.C.2. 

METHODS  OF  ADDRESSING  ENQUIRIES. 

The  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  invites  applications  for 
assistance  from  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  British  goods  who 
are  desirous  of  initiating  or  extending  Overseas  connections,  but 
it  is  desired  to  call  attention  to  one  or  two  points,  the  observance 
of  which  will  facilitate  the  supply  of  the  information 'required. 

Where  the  enquiry  concerns  an  Overseas  market  the  applicant 
may,  of  course,  apply  direct  to  H.M.  Trade  Commissioners  or 
Imperial  Trade  Correspondents  in  the  British  Empire,  and  to 
H.M.  Commercial  Diplomatic  or  Consular  OflScers  in  Foreign 
countries,  but  it  is  generally  advisable  to  communicate  in  the 
■first  instanoce  with  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old 
Queen  Street,  W’estminster,  S.W.l,  as  the  information  required 
is  frequently  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  and 
the  delay  involved  in  communicating  with  the  Officers  abroad 
can  therefOTe  often  be  avoided.  Should  the  information  required 
not  be  available  in  London,  the  Department  will  make  all  neces¬ 
sary  enquiries  abroad  on  the  applicant’s  behalf. 


BRITISH  EIVIPIRE. 


BRITISH  INDIA. 

PR()\  ISION.'s,  WINE.''.  ETC.— H.M.  Senior  Trade  Commis 
.sioner  in  India  lejmrts  that  a  merihant  firm  in  Calcutta,  -.vitli 
branches  throughout  Bengal  and  the  United  Provinces,  wi.sh  to 
.secure  the  i^epresentation  of  British  manufactuiers  of  .‘votch 
whiskey,  brandy.  l)eer,  oilmen’s  stores  (provisions,  etc.),  p-u't, 
sherry,  claret,  tinned  chee.se.  hams  and  bacon  in  canvas,  and 
jams,  for  the  territory  mentioned.  The  proprietor  of  the  firm 
controls  the  majecrity  of  the  Cinema  Theatre.s  in  India,  and  i.' 
jerepared  to  give  facilities  foi  advert i.-ing  thereiti.  (Reference 
No.  1.) 

R«‘plies  .should  be  addrc.ssed  to  the*  Departmetit  of  OvcT.-c-a.s 
Trade. 


CANADA. 

C.\NADI.\N  TRADE  COMMISSIONER’S  ENQUIRY. 

'I  lie  f-illovving  en<|niry  iias  Ix’en  received  at  the  Canadian 
Guvernment  Trade  Conimi.s.sioner’s  Office.  Portland  Hotise.  73. 
Basifighall  Street.  la-ndon.  E.C.2.  whence  furthei  information 
mnv  be  obtained  : — 

GLUE.  PA(  KING  TWINF.S  AND  COTTON  TAPESTRIE-S.— 
A  Canadian  manuf.u  turiiig  compatiy  ask  for  the  addresses  ol 
X  nited  Kingdom  mamifactu  'ers  of  glue,  packing  twines  <a,nd  cotton 
ta|»estries.  who  are  in  a  pc-sition  to  undertake  export  trade. 


SOUTH  AFRICA, 

AGHICULTUR.\L  HEQC  l-sri'E.S.  -  A  firm  in  Johanne.'burg, 
bavini'-  a  branch  at  Louienco  Alarque.-.  are  desirous  of  securing 
agencies  for  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  taiqiaulins  and 
canvas  goods,  agricultural  implemetits,  barbed  and  baling  wire 
and  fencing,  paper  geo<ls  (egg  box  refills,  bags  and  cardboard 
l>o.\e.s),  and  seeds  and  .-eed  potatoes.  lepresentative  of  tlie 
firm  is  at  present  in  this  country.  (Reference  No.  2.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  fo  the  I)ei>artnient  of  Over.-ea.s 
I’rade. 

TENDER.S  INVITED. 

PLANT  FOR  SUPPLY  OF  ELECTRIC  LIGHT.— H.M.  Trade 
Commissioner  at  Johannesburg  has  forwarded  an  extract  aninmiu- 
itig  that  the  Municipality  of  Umtali  is  calling  for  tenders  for  the 
supply  and  delivery  of  the  following  plant: — 

1.  i'wo  steam  boilers,  each  giving  1,750  lb.  steam  p<‘r  hour. 

2.  Two  steam  alternators,  each  giving  50  k.w.  at  2.200  volts, 

three-phase,  50  jieriods,  high  speed,  direct  coupled  type. 

3.  -Switchboiird  for  two  generators  and  three  feeders. 

4.  Steel  chimney,  feed-water  heater  and  lioiler-feed  pumps. 

5.  Overhead  conductor  system,  high  and  low  tension. 

6.  Delivery  and  erection  of  pole  lines 

7.  Transformers,  single  and  three-phase.  2. (XX)  to  240  volts. 

8.  Meters,  public  lamps  and  instruments. 

Tenders  may  be  made  for  (1)  the  supply  and  erection  of  the  whole 
of  the  plant  ;  (2)  tlie  supply  only  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  plant; 
and  (3)  the  erection  of  the  plant. 

Copies  of  the  specification.s  m.ay  be  obtained  from  Ibe  Town 
Clerk,  or  from  Professor  Buchanan,  75,  Ix>uis  Botha  .Avenue, 
.Tohannesburg.  who  can  give  fufther  information  regarding  iv<niire- 
ments. 

Sealed  tenders,  marked  on  the  outside  “  Tenders  for  (1).  (2).  (3). 
etc..”  will  lie  received  by  the  Town  Clerk,  P.O.  Box  91,  I'mtali, 
up  to  15th  .I.aiiuary,  1920. 

W.ATER  PIPING.  H.M.  Tr.ide  Commissioner  at  Johannesburg 
has  also  forwarded  a  vopy  of  the  s|>eci flea t ion,  conditions  of  con- 
fra«.;t  .and  tender  form  in  connection  with  a  call  for  tenders  by  the 
Municipal  Council.  .lohannesburg.  for  the  supply  and  delivery 
(rf  water  piping.  (Contract  No.  570.) 

Scaled  tenders,  on  the  (>roper  forms,  will  be  received  by  the 
Town  (  lerk.  Municipal  Offices.  .Tohannesburg,  up  to  ikkui  om 
20th  Febru.arv.  All  tenders  must  1m‘  acemnpanied  by  a  certified 
cheque  for  an  amount  e<|iial  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount 
of  the  offer:  maximum  deposit  £100. 

The  alKive-menf iotusl  copy  of  the  sjK-eification,  et«'..  may  he 
consulted  by  Briti.sb  firms  intere.ated  at  tbe  Enquiry  ■Gfti-  e  of  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Develo|)mont  and  Intelligence). 
73.  Ba.singhall  Street.  L-ndoii.  E.C.2. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  tenders  is 
limited,  and  this  intimation,  therefore,  will  lie  of  use  only  to 
firms  having  agents  in  the  Union  who  can  l-e  instructed  by  cab'e. 

BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 

AVINES.  SPIRITS.  MINERAL  WATERS,  TOBACCX),  ETC  - 
A  firm  of  manufactui'ers’  representatives  at  Bridgetown,  Barba¬ 
dos.  .are  desirous  of  representing  X’nited  Kingdom  manufacturerg 
of  wines,  briindy,  whiskey,  and  all  sfiirituous  liquors,  carla-nated 
and  mineral  waters  and  supplies,  leaf  tobacco,  cigars,  cigarettes. 
tolvKco  twist  and  tobacconiatfv'  .sundries.  (Reference  No  5.1 
HARDWARE,  SPORTING  GOODS.  Rl'BBER  CrOODS,  ETC. 
— A  firm  of  manufacturers’  representatives  at  Bridgetown.  Bar¬ 
bados.  are  desirous  of  repi'esent ing  I’nited  Kingdom  maniifac- 
turers  of  general  liardware  and  specialities  generally  included 
in  hardware  .«rtocks,  farm  .and  garden  tools,  fertilisers,  seeds,  etc.. 
.sp<>rting  and  allied  goo.ds.  rubber  and  allied  goods,  brooms, 
bristles.  et<'..  flags,  limners  and  fireworks.  (Reference  No.  4.) 

.‘STATIONERY  .AND  OFPTCE  .‘'X’PPLIE.'''. — A  firm  of  manu¬ 
facturers'  lepresentat.ives  at  Bridgetown,  Barbadofi.  are  desiroii' 
of  representing  X’nited  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  general 
sLationery,  l)ook  and  news  paper,  blank  l-ooks  and  loose  leaf  de¬ 
vices.  wrapping  p,aper.  twine,  etc.,  and  p;istel>oard  and  stationers’ 
sjtecialifies  and  supplies.  (Rehuence  No.  5.) 

Replies  should  lie  a.‘ldr«‘ssed  to  the  Deitartment  of  Over.se.is 
Trade. 


EGYPT.  ! 

TENDERS  INVITED 

\A  ORKSHOP  OVER.ALLS. — H.M.  Consul  at  Cairo  has  for-  j 
warded  a  copy  of  the  rrifiier  i/i's  rfnin/r.^  in  connection  with  a 
(all  tor  tender..:  by  the  Department  of  Teclinic.al,  Indu-strial,  and 
Commercial  Education  of  the  Egyptian  AfinLstry  of  Education,  a? 
follows  : — 

I^ealed  tenders,  on  the  pro|>er  forms,  will  l>e  I'eceived  bv  the 
Director  of  the  Technical  .Sclirvol.  B'llaq,  Cairo,  for  the  .«uppl.'’ 
of  180  sets  of  blue  linen  overalls  (jackets  and  lrou.sers)  required 
for  the  school  during  tbe  year  1919  1920.  No  date  for  the 
receipt  of  tenders  is  .specified. 

A  provisional  deprtfit  equal  to  2  per  cent.,  or  a  bank  guarantee 
of  10  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  (.ffer  must  .accompany  each 
tender.  The  tenderer  mu.st  l»e  a  person  residing  in  Eg.vpt.  or 
must  have  a  representative  in  that  country,  and  must  give  in  hi-'* 
offer  an  addre.ss  in  Egypt  at  which  notices  may  be  served  upon 
him. 

Copies  of  the  rnhier  det  rhurges  and  tender  foinos  mav  be 
obtained  from  the  School  Workshops.  Bulag,  Cairo,  on  payment  of 
CO  milliemes.  where  also  samples  of  the  overalls  imv  be  inspected. 
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OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  TRADE— continued. 


riif  aljove-ineiitioned  copy  of  the  cuhitr  dvs  c/i(triji^  (in  Iieiicli) 
tcijetliei’  with  other  particulars  of  the  overalls  required,  mav  be 
coivuited  bv  IJritish  firms  inteiested  at  the  Erujuiiy  Office  of  the 
Department’'  of  Ovei>eas  Tiade.  73,  Uasinghall  Street,  London. 
K.C.2. 


EGYPT  SYRIA. 

I'KXTILE  MATERI-XL.— A  commercial  agency.  e.<tablished  at 
.\lexandi-ia,  Cairo,  luid  Ileyrout,  desires  to  enter  into  relations 
with  British  meichanU  and  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  te.xtile 
materials.  (Reference  No.  6.) 

Replies  should  l>e  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 

EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 

I DTTON  CLOTH,  GABARDINE,  BUTTONS  AND  THREAD. 

A  Belgian  enquirer  at  Brussels  desires  to  obtain  an  agency,  for 
the  whole  of  Belgium,  for  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  cotton 
cloth,  gabardine,  buttons  and  thread.  (Reference  No.  7.) 

furniture,  baby  CARRIAGES,  GRAMOPHONES,  ETC.  i 

_ A  BelgiiUi  enquirer  at  Bru.<sels  desires  to  obtain  an  agency, 

with  depot  for  a  United  Kingdom  firm  manufacturing  furniture 
Ilf  all  kinds,  baby  carriages,  gramophones,  fire  e.xtinguishers,  etc. 
(Reference  No.  8.) 

Replies  should  1>e  addresfed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 

FRANCE. 

TRAVELLING  AGENTS  SERVICES  (JFFERED.— An 
agent  in  A\ignon  (a  Briti.sh  subject),  formerly  agent  for  British 
firms  in  Paris,  and  having  gixid  connections  in  the  South  of 
France  and  the  Fiench  North  African  Colonies,  de-ires  to  travel 
in  that  area,  on  salary  and  commission,  for  United  Kingdom 
firms,  wishing  to  e.xtend  tlieir  e.xport  trade.  The  applicant  is 
prepared  to  call  on  any  firms  desiiing  to  make  use  of  his  ser¬ 
vices.  (Reference  No.  9.) 

TR.WELLING  REPRESENTATIVE  REQUIRED.— A  well 
known  firm  of  British  manufactuiers  of  a  well-known  proprietary 
aiticle  require  a  travelling  representative  for  F’rance.  on  a  com- 
ini.ssion  basis.  One  picfeired  who  Ls  already  agent  for  a  few 
Uiocery  lu-ticles.  (Reference  No.  10.) 

Replies  sJiould  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


GERMANY.  , 

M.Vt  HINERY,  ENGINEFIRING  MATERIAL.  MACHINE  I 
TOOLS,  ETC. — A  German  firm  of  con.siilting  and  civil  engineers 
ill  Dessau,  witli  e.xten.sive  eonnections,  desire  to  .secure  tlie  Con¬ 
tinental  ageiiey,  for  United  Kingdom  manufaeturers  of  machinery, 
engineering  nuitc’ia!  and  specialities,  machine  tools,  etc.  Corre-  | 
spoiulence  may  Ire  in  English.  (Reference  No.  11.) 

Replies  slioiild  be  adilressed  to  the  Department  of  Over.seas 
Trade. 


ITALY. 

ELECTRICAL  GOODS.— An  Italian  firm,  re.sident  in  Turin, 
liaving  technical  e.xperieiice,  desire  to  obtain  iigeneies  for  electric 
lamps,  re^istam•e  wire  for  making  lamp.®,  electric  motors  and 
accersories,  electric  wires  and  cables,  china  in.sulators.  electric  i 
he.'rting  appanitus,  and  any  other  class  of  electrical  gooils.  (Re-  | 
lereitce  No.  12.)  ] 

AGENT’S  SERVICES  OFFERED.— An  Italian  engineer,  resi-  | 
dent  in  Milan  and  a  member  of  the  Britisli  Chamber  of  Commerce,  ; 

desires  to  represent  British  metal  and  chemical  shippeis.  The  I 

enquirer  would  buy  for  his  own  account,  cash  against  d<jcunrents. 
(Reference  No.  13.) 

TEXTILES,  LINEN DILU’ERY,  ETU.—Aii  Italian  tinn  resi¬ 
dent  in  Milan  desire  to  i-ejriesent,  on  a  commission  basis,  Britislr 
inairufacturei’.s  of  cotton  and  woolle.n  textiles,  linendra.pery, 
hosierv,  handkerchiefs  and  velvets.  (Reference  No.  14.)  ' 

TEXTIIJiS,  MACHINES.  ETC.— An  Italian  firm  with  techni¬ 
cal  experience,  establislred  in  Milan,  desire  to  represent  British 
marrufacturers  and  exporters  of  silk  and  woollen  textiles,  machines 
and  accessories,  particularly  motor-cars,  motor-cycles  and  coal. 
(Reference  No.  15.) 

Replies  should  be  .addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas  j 
Trade. 


NETHERLANDS. 

COTTON  AND  WOOLLEN  PIECE  GOODS.— A  firm  of  mer-  : 
chnts  in  .Umsterdam.  established  in  1901  and  claiming  to  be  im  i 
touch  with  large  wholesale  and  shipping  firms  in  Holland.  de.®ire 
to  obtain  the  representation,  on  a  commission  Kasis,  of  British 
houses,  dealing  in  cotton  linings,  sateens,  poplins,  lustres,  velvets, 
crepe  and  printed  flannel.  (Reference  No.  16.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  TRADE -continued. 


SWITZERLAND. 

HOTEL  AND  RESTAUIEUNT  KEt^Ul SITES  (FOODSTUFFS, 

(  HINA.  ETC. — ^A  Swiss  agent  at  Geneva  wislies  to  secure  the 
representation,  in  Switzerland,  of  United  Kingdom  firms  dealing 
in  hotel  and  restaurant  re<iiiirements,  such  as  fwdstuffs,  thina, 
crockery,  glassware,  linen,  etc.  (Reference  No.  17.) 

COLONIAL  GOODS. — A  Swiss  agent  at  Berne  with  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  Englisli,  French.  Italian,  Spanisli  and  German,  wishes 
to  secure  the  representation,  in  Switzerland  and  other  European 
countries,  of  British  firms  exporting  Colonial  gixals.  (RefeifiiLV 
No.  18.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  tlie  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


ASIA  MINOR. 


MESOPOTAMIA. 

.VGF.NTS'  SERI  ICES  OEF'ERFiD. — A  firm  of  e.xport  and 
inqxtrt  commission  agents  in  B.agdad  wish  to  gel  into  touch 
witli  Biitish  firms  de.<iring  representation  in  that  city.  (Refer¬ 
ence  No.  19.) 

Replies  should  be  addresstul  to  the  Department  of  (Jverseas 
I'rade. 

Government  Notices 
affecting  Trade. 

EXPORT  SECTION. 

AI/l'El; ATIOXS  TO  THE  EXPOET  PKOHIPITED 
LIST. 

I  iio  Board  of  Trade  (liiceiising  Section)  announce  that  a> 
from  Lst  January,  1920,  tlie  following  have  been  removed 
Irom  I.ist  ‘‘  A  ”  of  Probibited  Exports;-- 
\\<>ol,  raw,  and  mixtures  thereof. 

Wool  noils  and  wool  wastes  and  mixtures  tliereof. 

The  Hoard  of  Trade  (Licensing  Section)  announce  that 
licences  will  bo  freely  granted  for  Linseed  other  than  flax 
libre  sowing  .seed. 

The  Board  of  Trade  (Liiimsing  .Section)  annoume  that 

Husk  ^leal  ”  slioiild  lie  iiicludetl  in  the  T.ist  of  Exceptions 
whicli  remain  on  List  “  A  ”  under  the  heading  ••  C’akos  and 
■Meals,  etc.” 

POSTAL  SECTION. 


POSTAL  IMPOHTS  IXTO  MESOPOTAMIA. 

I  he  Si.>eretarv  to  tlu'  Post  Office  informs  us  that  cigarettes 
and  (otintry  biris,  cigarette  papers,  cotton  and  woollmi 
liosic'ry  and  underwear,  lani|)ware,  stationery,  lace,  inser¬ 
tions  and  embroiderv  may  now  be  imported  into  ilosopo- 
tamia  by  Parcel  Post  without  restriction. 


-MAILS  FOR  TTHSTAN  DA  CUXHA. 

Tlie  Postmaster-General  announces  that  the  Mails  wliicli 
are  to  lie  sent  to  tlie  is’land  of  Tristan  da  Cunlia  will 
dosed  at  the  General  Post  Office  on  Saturday.  3rd  January. 


FOREIGX  AXD  COLOXLVL  PARCEL  POST: 
CASH  OX  DELIVERY  SERVlCi:. 

I  he  arrangi'iiionts  tor  tlie  c'xchange  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  certain  British  Possessions  of  parcels  marked 
tor  tJio  collection  of  Trade  Charges  have  Iteen  revised  and 
extended  ;  and  an  entirely  new  service  will  be  brought  into 
force  as  from  to-day  Ost  January,  1920). 

Tlie  new  service,  which  will  lie  restricted  to  parcels  onlv, 
w  ill  extend  to  New-  Zealand,  Egypt,  and  most  of  the  British 
Posse.ssions  which  particijiate  in  tlie  existing  Cash  on  De¬ 
livery  service,  as  well  as  to  Denmark,  Franco,  and  Switzer¬ 
land. 

Leaflets  giving  full  particulars  of  the  new  service  are 
ohtainahle  on  application  at  any  Head.  District,  or  Branch 
Post  Office;  and  full  information  on  the  subject  will  also 
ho  imblished  in  the  January  Supplement  to  the  Post  Office 
Guide. 


PARCELS  FOR  SWEDEN  CONTAINING 
ARTICLES  OF  (M’ELULOID. 

I'llms  and  other  articles  of  celluloid  sent  to  Sweden  b\ 
Parcel  Po.st  mu.st  1mi  packed  in  .strong  boxes  of  tongued  and 
groovi-d  wood.  A  lining  of  suitable  material  mu.st  be  placed 
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GOVERNMENT  NOTICES  AFFECTING  TRADE— continued. 


tlto  upper  edges  oi  the  1k»x  and  tlie  litl;  and  tlie  lid 
must  bo  firmly  M’rewed  down.  Such  parcfds  should  he 
plainly  lahc'lled  “Films”  oi-  “Celluloiil.”  as  the  ca^e  may 
he. 

FOOD  SECTION 

THE  SHORTAGE  OF  SUGAR. 

The  Hoyal  Commission  on  the  Sugar  Supply  desires  to 
make  it  known  that  1 15s.  per  cwt..  duty  paid,  ex-store,  leKs 
1 per  cent,  discount,  has  Ikhui  fixed  as  the  maximum 
••reasonable”  price  for  all  pri\ ately-importt'd  or  “frtK'” 
sugar  for  sale  to  or  re-sale  by  manufacturei's  from  2!<th 


GOVERNMENT  NOTICES  AFFECTING  TRADE— eontinued. 


DiHember,  1919,  to  24th  Jauuary.  1920.  inclusive.  Sugar 
imjMuted  l)y  the  Hoyal  Commission  will  be  i.ssued  for  nianu- 
lacturing  pur{M>!-es  at  the  following  prices:  — 

*)0s.  per  cwt.  against  jam  manufacturers’  vouchers  (brown). 
100s.  [ler  cwt.  against  all  other  manufacturers’  touchers 
(blue). 

This  latter  price  will  be  in  force  fnun  29th  Decenibt'r, 
1919,  to  21th  January,  1920,  inclusive,  and  will  be  reduced 
as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

In  consetpience  of  the  acute  })osition  ruling  in  producing 
countrii's,  it  has  been  found  nece.ssary  for  the  present  to 
limit  issut*s  to  manufacturers  to:  — 

“-■)  per  cent,  of  the  cpiantity  originally  intended  for  tlie 
manufacture  of  jam; 


H.M.  Commercial  Counsellors,  Secretaries,  Etc. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Commercial  Diplomatic  Appointments  which  have  been  made  up  to  date.  It 
must  be  understood  that  the  list  is  not  final,  as  certain  additional  appointments  are  under  consideration.  These 
will  be  announced  in  the  “  Board  of  Trade  Journal  ”  as  soon  as  they  are  made,  and  the  list  as  printed  at 
present  will  be  amended  accordingly.  Telegraphic  addresses  are  given  in  brackets. 


EUROPE. 

FHAXCK. 

•I  .\ddiM)n,  (  iiiiimcrcial  ( 'ouii'-clhir.  Fmli:i>>y. 

Haris.  ("Commintcll,  Haris”) 

(apt.  Vcamos,  Acting  (’omuicKial  .'•'ci  ret  ary.  H  H.M. 
Fmba'sy,  Haris.  (“( 'omiuiiitcll,  Haris.”) 

HFLOHM. 

H.  !•'.  M.  Duke.  M.H.K..  Commercial  Secretary. 

w.  rue  Helliard.  Hrus.scls.  ( ••('ummintell,  Brtixelles.”  i 
H.  Kershau .  tomna-rcial  .S(>eietary,  8.  rue  Helliard. 
Hncs.'ls.  (  “( 'ommint<‘ll.  Hruxelles.”) 

SWITZKHLAXD. 

.1.  H.  Cahill.  Commercial  Secretary,  11.  H.M.  liCgation 
Horne.  (“Commintoll,  Horne.”) 

XF'l  HKH LANDS. 

H.  V.  Laming,  Acting  C’-ommorcial  Swretarv.  Hi.  Kc'ttino- 
>traat.  The  Hague.  (“C'oniminiell.  Hague.”) 


LATIN  AMERICA. 

AHGFNTINA. 

11.  O.  (  halkley.  Commercial  Secretary,  H.H.M.  Legation. 

Huenos  .tires.  (“ComminM'll,  Huenos  Aires.”) 

Capt.  F.  C.  Huxtoii,  C’ommercia!  StK-rctary,  H.H.M 
Legation.  Huenos  Airts.  (‘‘C’<)mmink*ll,  Huenos  .Aires.’’) 
HHAZIL. 

F.  Hand)Ioch,  Commercial  Secretary,  1I.H..M.  Legation. 

Hio  de  .laneiro.  (‘‘Commintoll,  Hio  do  Janeiro.”) 

F.  C5)mpton,  Comnu'fcial  Secretar.v,  H.H.M.  Legation, 
Hio  do  Janeiro.  (“Commititell.  Hio  de  Janeiro.”) 
CHILI. 

W.  F.  A”.  Scott,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.H.M  la'gation, 
Santiago. 

CUBA. 

0.  T.  Milne,  O.H.F..  Commercial  Stcretarx .  H.H..M 
Legation,  Havana. 

HFHF  A.\D  FCr.ADOH. 

F.  \V.  .Matiners,  Common  ia I  Seeretsiry,  H.H.M.  la'gation, 
Lima.  (“Commintell.  Tiima.”) 


DKXMAHK. 

H.  M.  'I'urner,  Coiiiinercial  Si'oreiary,  H.H..M.  legation. 
( 'op<‘nhagen.  (“Commintell.  C()penhagen 


XOHAVAA'. 

(  .  L.  I’aus,  Commercial  Secretary.  H.H.M.  Legation. 
(  liristiania. 


SHAIX. 

Captain  F.  de  H.  Chiirles,  Commercial  Stsi^elary.  22. 
.'lontalhan,  .Madrid.  ( “Comminveil,  Madrid.”) 


Ccoffrey  Salis, 
Fiishon. 


HOHTl'GAL. 
Common  ial  St'oretary. 

ITALY. 


H.H.-M. 


Legati.di, 


.Sir  F.  H.  Capel  Cure.  Commercial  Couusellur,  H.H.M 
Fmbas.sy,  Home.  (“Commititell,  Home.”) 

W.  H.  Haslam,  Coiumen  ial  Secretary.  H.H.M.  Fmbi.s>y. 
Home,  (“('ommintell.  Home.”) 


CHFFCF. 

F.  C.  1).  Hawlius,  Conimenial  Secretary,  H.H.M. 
L(>gati()n.  Athens.  (“Commintell.  .Athens.”) 

HOFMAXIA. 

A.  .Ad.iins,  Commoreial  St'cretary,  33,  Strada  General 
Gh.  Matin  (fosta  Verde),  H nearest.  (“Commintell, 
Hucarest.”) 

POLAND. 

H.  F.  Kimeiis.  .Acting  Commen  lal  ScH-retary.  H.H.M. 
Lc'gation,  AA’arsaw.  (“Commintell.  Warsaw.’’) 

HFSSIA. 

J.  Pieton  Hagge,  Commercial  Sc'cn'tary.  (Now  at  Dejiart- 
nient  of  Overseas  'I’radc'. ) 


I 


I 

I 


TFHKKY. 

Capt.  C.  H.  ( ourtlio{)e-.AI uiiroe,  Coininen  ial  Secretary. 
cL>  Hriti.sli  High  ’Commissioner,  Constaiitiiio)ile. 
( ‘  ‘Com m  i  n  tell ,  Const  a  n  t  i  no j ile  ” ) 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

J.  .1.  Broderick,  Commoreial  Seere'tary,  H.H.M.  Knihassy. 

AVashington.  (“Coniniintc'll,  AVashington.”) 

Lt.-CoL  Maiiriee  Alexander,  C.M.G.,  .Acting  Commereial 
Secretary,  H.H.M.  Fnihassy.  AVashington.  (“Comniintell. 
Wa.shirgton.’’) 


FAR  EAST. 

CHINA. 

M.  H  l'\)x,  C.M  G..  Comiiu'ic  ial  Counsellor,  H.H.M.  Coin- 
mc'reial  Counsellor’s  OlTic-i',  Shanghai.  (“Commintell." 
Shanghai.”) 

t '.  .A.  AV.  Hose,  C.l.F.,  (  omniercial  ScHietary,  H.H..M 
Lc'gation,  Peking.  (“Coiiiniintell,  Peking.”) 

HONGKONG. 

li.  J.  Brett,  Coiiiinercial  Scx.retary,  New  Governnient 
Hiiilding,  Hongkong.  (“Commintell.  Hongkong.”) 

JAPAN. 

F.  T  1'’.  Crowe,  C.M.G.,  Coiiiinercial  Conn.sc'llor,  H.H.M. 
Coninioreial  Counsellor’s  Office,  A’okohama.  (“Cominin- 
tell,  A’okohania.” I  (Now  at  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade.) 

H.  .A.  F.  Horne,  ('omniercial  Secretary,  H.H.M.  Cominer- 
c‘ial  Counsellor’s  Office.  A'okohania.  (“(foinniintcll. 
A'okohaina.”) 

FGYPT. 

F.  H.  Mulock,  H.M.  Commercial  Agc'iit,  c/o  The 
Hcsidciicv,  Fgvpt.  (“Commintell,  Cairo.”) 

AFSTHIA. 

O.  S.  lMiilI|)otts,  O.H.F..  H.M.  Commercial  Commissioner, 
c  c>  British  Kinbassv,  A'ienna. 

HFLGAHIA. 

Cajit.  AV.  H.  Hc'ard,  Commerc  ial  Commissioner,  c/o  British 
la'gation,  Sofia. 

CZFCHO-SLOVAKTA. 

H.  H.  H.  T.ockhart.  (’omniercial  Coinmissioner.  (Now  at 
Defiartment  of  Oversc-a-s  Trade.) 

GFHMANY. 

Col.  J.  AV.  F.  Tlielwell,  AI.C.,  (’ommereial  (’oiiinii.ssionor, 
Hriti'h  Military  Mission,  Berlin.  (“Hritcomniissar, 
H<  rlin.”) 

T.  H^Jihins,  Commercial  Commissioner,  British  Military 
Mission,  Hc'rliii. 

Maior  (  .  J.  Kavanagh,  Commercial  Commissioner,  Hotel 
Monopole,  Cologne. 

HFNGAHY. 

H.  .1.  F.  Hiiniphrev.s,  Coniinereial  ('ommis.sionor.  (Now  at 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade.) 

RFSSTA. 

AA’.  Peters,  Commereial  Commissioner.  (Now  at  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Oversc'a.s  Trade.) 


If 
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GOVERNMENT  NOTICES  AFFECTING  TRADE— continued. 

and  oU  jmt  cent,  ot  the  (juantity  is<iM‘d  during  1919  fur  all 
other  forms  of  manufacture. 

In  conjunction  with  thes«'  re.strictioiis  the  Food  Controller 
feels  hound  to  warn  the  j)uhlic  that  a  tenij>orarv  reduction 
of  the  <lomestic  sugar  ration  will  he  Jiecessary  at  an  early 
date  in  order  to  defeat  what  a}){)ears  to  be  concerted  action 
on  till'  part  of  producers  to  take  ad\antage  of  the  general 
position  hy  raising  their  prices  for  early  deliveries  to  no 
less  than  six  or  seven  times  the  jtre-war  level. 

If  the  (Jovernment  were  compelled  to  purchase'  largely  at 
present  it  would  he  necessary  to  raise  the  retail  price  in 
thi'  lountry  to  over  Is.  per  Ih. 

POT.VTO  SHORTAGE 

The  potato  crop  of  England  and  Scotland  for  1919  is 
slightly  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years,  and  is 
2(«i.O()6  tons  bedow  that  of  1918.  It  is  considered  necessary 
iliai  iH)tatoes  should  he  conserved  as  far  as  possible  for  food, 
and  an  Order  has  accordingly  heeti  issued  by  the  Food  Con¬ 
troller,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  prohibit  the  use  of  any 
potatoes  which  are  fit  for  human  consumption  (excej)t 
potatoes  which  will  jeass  through  a  I  j  in.  riddlel  for  any 
purpose  other  than  planting  or  food.  Sm  h  potatoes  may 
not  be  used  for  making  spirits  c-r  farina,  or  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  any  article  which  is  ordinarily  used  for  any  pnr- 
|M»se  other  than  human  food.  The  Order  comes  into  forc  t' 
to-day  (1st  January),  and  do<>-,  not  apply  to  Ireland. 

The  Food  C^ontroller  has  also  i.ssuod  an  Order  called  the 
Potatoes  (Growers’  Returns)  Order,  1919.  This  provide.s 
that  all  growers  in  Great  Britain  of  five  or  more  acres  of 
potatoes,  and  all  purchasers  of  five  or  more  acres  of  pota¬ 
toes  in  the  ground,  .shall  make  a  return  on  or  before  10th 
January  of  their  potato  crop  on  official  forms  to  be  issued 
for  the  purpose.  These  forms  will  be  distributed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  through  the  divisional  food  Commis¬ 
sioners,'  and  when  completed  are  to  be  returned  by  the 
grower  to  the  Commissioner.  .\ny  such  grower  or  purchaser 
who  does  not  receive  a  form  before  oth  January  should 
appiv  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  (Director  of  Potato  Supplies). 
100.  Cromwell  Road,  liondon,  S.\V.7,  or  to  any  divisional 
food  Commissioner.  The  official  form  for  England  and 
W.iles  i«  marked,  “  Potatoes -A 'c  71.’’  and  for  Scotland. 
“Pidatoes.  S'otland.”  Tin'  Order  dees  not  apiily  to  Ire¬ 
land. 


GENERAL  SECTION. 
RAILWAYS  AND  CANALS. 

NOTICE  OF  INCREASE  OF  TOLI.S, 
RATES  ANT)  CHARGES. 

Notice'  IS  hereby  given  pursuant  to  the  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Act,  1888,  and  the  Order  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
thereunder  dated  the  2r)th  day  of  January,  1889  (so  far 
as  they  may  apply)  that  the  Minister  of  Transixut  in 
imi-iiame  of  his  powers  under  tlie  Ministry  of  Transport 
.Vet,  1919,  ha.s  directed  the  Railway  Companies  of  the 
I'nited  Kingdom,  and  such  Railway  Companies  accordingly 
intend  to  increase  the  Tolls.  Rates  and  Charges  puhlished 
in  the  Bmdvs  nHpiired  hy  Act  of  Parliament  to  he  kept  for 
puhlic  inspection  to  tlic  extent  iind  in  tin*  manner  undei- 
mentioned,  tind  that  the  alti'i'i'd  lolls.  Rates  and  Chatges 
arc  to  come  into  force  on  the  loth  ilay  of  Januarj,  1920. 

For  and  on  behalf  of  tlie  Railway  Companies  of  the 
I'nited  Kingdom, 

P.  H.  PRICE,  Se<retary. 

Railway  Clearing  House,  liondon. 

P.  ,1.  BREXN.VN,  Secretary, 

Irish  Railway  Clearing  House.  Dublin 
l)!Uc<i  the  29th  day  of  Decemlx'r.  1919. 

ALTERATION  OF  RATES. 
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P.MIT  I . 

lies  riot  ions  of  Merchandise,  .Vdditions 

,tc.  R 

111  Coal.  Coke,  and  Patent  20  pc'r  cet 
FiipI.  additioi 


.Vdditions  to  the  existing 
Tolls.  Rates,  and  Charges. 

2o  p(‘r  cent,  and  a  flat  rate 
addition  of  3d.  per  ton, 
irrespective  of  distance, 
subject  to  a  minimum 
addition  to  the  existing 
Toll,  Rate,  or  Charge  of 
(id.  per  ton  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  addition  of  2s.  per 
ton. 


(2>  -Merchandise  in  Class  A 
of  the  General  Railway 
Classification  (other  than 
Coal  and  Coke). 


(3)  -Mereliandise  in  Class  B 
of  the  General  Railway 
Classification  (other  than 
Patent  FneD. 


(4)  Merchandise  in  Class  C 
of  the  General  Railway 
Classification. 

(  j)  .Merchandise  in  Clas.scs  I 
to  n  of  the  General  Rail¬ 
way  Classification. 

(G)  liolling  Stock. 

(7)  Live  Stock  convoyed  hy 
Merchandi.s<‘  train  at 
truck  rates. 

(8)  Live  Stork  conveyed  hj' 
Menhandise  train  at  head 
rates. 

(9)  C'arriage,s  of  every  de¬ 
scription  included  in  the 
Carriage  class  contained 
in  the  General  Railway 
Cla.ssification  (not  being 
a  carriage  adapted  and 
lived  for  running  on  the 
Railway)  and  ^'ans  and 
Caravans  when  conveyed 
hy  .Mercliandi.se  Train. 

(10)  Small  Parcels  (as  de- 
fim-rl  in  Part  VT  of  the 
Railway  Rates  and 
Charges  Orders)  conveyed 
hy  .Merchandi-se  tinin. 

(11)  Returni'd  Empties  con¬ 
veyed  b}’  Merchandiise 
train  or  by  Passenger 
train,  or  other  similar 
service — 

(</)  Consigned  f>'om  one 
consignor  to  one  con¬ 
signee  and  conveyed  in 
full  truck  loads, 

(h)  In  other  cases. 

(12)  .Mcrchandi.se  and  Par¬ 
cels  oonveyed  hy  Pas¬ 
senger  train  or  other 
similar  .service  (including 
jicrishahh'  Merchandise 
specified  in  Part  V.  of 
the  Railwav  Races  and 
Charges  Orders,  liive 
Stock  and  Vehicles). 

(13)  Traffic  not  falling  with¬ 
in  the  foregoing  descrip¬ 
tions  conveyed  by  Mer¬ 
chandise  or  bv  Passensrer 
trains  or  other  similar 


30  per  cent,  and  a  flat  rate 
addition  ot  3d.  per  ton, 
irrespective  of  distance, 
subject  to  a  minimum 
addition  to  the  existing 
Toll,  Rate,  or  Charge*  of 
(id.  per  ton  and  a  niaxi- 
miim  addition  ot  2s.  per 
ton. 

to  per  cent,  and  a  flat  rate 
addition  of  3d.  per  ton. 
irrespective  of  distance, 
subject  to  a  minimum 
addition  to  the  existing 
Toll.  Rate,  or  Charge  of 
(id.  ])er  ton  end  a  niaxi- 
imim  addition  of  3s.  per 
ton. 

•lO  per  cent,  and  a  flat  rate 
addition  of  (id.  per  ton, 
irrespective  of  distance. 

(iO  per  cent,  and  a  flat  rate 
addition  of  Is.  per  ton. 
irres|>eetive  of  distance, 

00  per  cent. 

cn  per  cent,  and  a  flat  rate 
addition  of  Is.  per  truck 
or  part  truck,  irresjiec- 
tive  of  distance. 

(iO  per  cent. 


00  ()er  cent,  with  a  flat 
rate  addition  in  the  case 
of  Vans  and  Caravans  of 
2s.  Gd.  jx>r  vehicle  ir¬ 
respective  of  distance. 


luo  j)ei-  cent. 


•jO  (ler  cent. 


(0()  per  rent. 
oO  per  cent. 


00  per  cent. 


-MODIFICATION.S  AND  EXCEPTIONS. 


(u)  Fruit  and  Vegetables 
(other  than  Hothouse 
prodnei'),  Eggs,  Balt-'r, 
Cream,  Soft-cheese,  and 
Poultry,  conveyed  by 
Passenger  train  or  other 
similar  service. 

(h)  Potatoes  and  Vege¬ 
tables  in  Class  C  aiul 
Roots  in  Classes  B  and 
C  of  the  General  Rail¬ 
way  Classification. 

Emit,  Hay  and  Straw. 

(Conveyed  hy  Mer¬ 
chandise  Train  in  loads 
of  2  tons  and  upwards.) 


25  per  cent. 


2.5  per  cent,  jilns  the  flat 
rates  applicable  and  here¬ 
inbefore  specified,  irre¬ 
spective  of  distance. 


.32 


TllK  HOAIM)  OF  TKADK  JUL'HXAL. 
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(r)  .M  ('rcliaiidiM.'  ainl  Live 
StfM-k  <.'onv<-y<‘d  to  and 
Iroiii  final  Hritain  and 
I  roland. 


((/)  Milk  (Irt'sli).  Manuro  in 
hulk,  Pa»kt‘d  Manun*, 

llaaic  Slag  and  Liinu  loi- 
agricultural  pur|>osc>i. 

Part 

DESCRIPTION'  OK  SKP- 
VICE  Off  ACCOMMO¬ 
DATION. 

(1)  Provision  of  Trucks  for 
the  use  of  Traders  «hen 
not  incltided  in  the  con¬ 
veyance  rate. 

(2)  Collection  or  Delivery 
of  Menhandise  conveyed 
Itv  Mercha Jidis<'  train. 


The  c-Kisting  sunliaiges  for 
sea  transit  to  Im-  re¬ 
duced  to  the  following 
amounts :  — 

I’er  ton. 

.M  ercIiandiM*  .  lOs. 

Per  head. 

Horsov.  .Mules, 

and  other  Ih-asts 
of  Hunh'ii  .  10s. 

Cattle  and  Calvt.s  ."is. 

Pigs.  Sheep,  and 
float.*  .  2s. 

Lanihs  and  other 
small  .tninials  ..  Is. 

.V(i  increas«>  in  existing 
Rates  or  Charges. 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE 
EXISTING  CHARGES. 


')0  per  cent,  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  <  liarge  of  Od.  p«'r 
ton. 


(3i  Cloak  Rooms. 


Is.  nd.  per  ton  for  Collec¬ 
tion.  Is.  ()d.  [)er  ton  for 
Df'livery,  in  a<ldition  to 
♦  he  jHucentage  increa.ses 
of,  and  flat  rate  additions 
to,  any  ‘‘Collected”  and  ' 
or  ‘‘Doliveroil”  rate. 

Minimum  charge  per  article 
2d. 


In  cases  where  any  addition  to  the  existing  Toll,  Rate 
or  Charge  involve'*  a  fraction  of  a  penny  in  the  Toll,  Rate 
e>r  Charge  to  he  charg**d  utifh'r  this  Schedule  the  fraetion. 
if  h'ss  than  one  halfpenny,  shall  not  he  charged,  and  if 
the  fraction  he  otie  halfpejiny  or  imere  it  shall  he  charged 
as  one  penny. 

MI.VrSTRV  OK  TRANSPORT  A(  T,  1919. 

Notice  is  horehy  giv('n  that  the  Minister  of  Tians|K)rt, 
in  jiursuance  of  his  powers  untler  the  Ministry  of  Trans- 
j)ort  .Act,  1919.  has  directed  that  as  from  the  first  day 
of  .lanuary.  1920.  the  SUMS  set  out  in  the  Schedule 
hert'to  shall  he  (Tl.XRGED  in  re-pect  of  the  R.MIAV.XA'.S 
of  ENGLAND  and  MALES  for  DETENTION  of 
AV.XGO.VS  and  .SHEETS,  heyond  (he  peiiods  spe*  ified  in 
such  schedule  and  that  the  said  sums  will  he  charged 
a(  coidingly. 

Rv  order. 

Railway  Clearing  Hous(>,  23rd  Decemher,  1919. 


SCHEDI'LE. 

(  harges  to  he  marie  for  detention  of  Wagons  and  .Sheet- 
heforr'  and  after  transit  ovc-r  the  Railway  (exclutling  wagotis 
<<)n\ eying  Coal.  Coke,  ami  Patent  Ku«‘D. 

For  eaeh  of 
the  first  two 
days  a  fter  the 
expiration  of  For  ('ach 
tlie  fr«'e  stil)s«.(piont 

dav. 


period. 


Oidinarv  XX’agtm*  . 

3 

0 

5 

0  i 

High  Capacity  AX'agons — 
exci'eding  16  and  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  20  tons  . 

4 

0 

6 

0 

exceeding  20  and  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  30  tons  . 

6 

1) 

9 

0 

exceeding  30  tons  . 

IM 

0 

15 

0 

.Specially  Constructed  AA'agons — 
.Above  1.5  and  under  20  tons 

6 

0 

f) 

0  i 

20  tons  and  under  30  tons... 

12 

0 

18 

0 

.30  tons  and  above  . 

‘20 

0 

30 

0 

Refrigerator  and  Insulated 
X'ans  . 

12 

0 

18 

0 

.8h«-ets  . 

0 

6 

1 

0 

FREE  PERIODS  ALLOAVED 

FOR 

LOADING 

OR 

r.N  LOADING. 

(al  WAflONS  SrPPLIED  EMPTY  FOR  LOADING. 

At  Stations.  Private  Sidings,  Dorks,  Wharvr's,  etc. 
One  rlav  r>xclusive  of  the  tlay  on  which  the  wagrm 
is  |(larr*rl  at  the  Trarler’s  rlisprrsal. 
fh)LOADED  WAGONS  AFTER  CONVEYANCE. 

(i)  .At  Stations — 

Twrt  days  exclusive  of  the  day  of  rereipt  hy  the 
Trarler  of  notire  r>f  arrival. 
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Oil  .Xt  Ports  (Shipment  Tiattic  only)— 

Thrt'e  days  exr  lusive  of  the  day  of  arrival. 

<iiO  .Xt  Private  .'sitlings,  Dinks,  XX’harves,  etc. — 

Two  days  exclusive  of  the  rlay  on  which  the 
XX'agrin  is  placml  at  the  Trailer's  disposal.  If 
reloarlcd  an  adriitional  dav  to  he  allowerl. 

(c)  REFRIGERATOR  VANS  AND  LNSCLATED  VANS. 
One  dav  e.xclusiie  of  the  rlav  of  arrival. 

FREE  PERIOD  I  OR  SHEETS. 

The  lutmher  of  rlays  allowed  for  the  return  ol  any  corer- 
ing  Sheet  shall  he  the  same  a-  for  the  XX’agon  with  which 
such  Sheet  was  supplied. 


INTERNAL  I'SER. 


.Xny  wagon  or  -heet  u-ed  for  internal  purjiosr's  -hall  be 
deemed  to  have  heeii  detained  .and  the  charges  sperified 
in  this  Srhi'dule  shall  he  charged  in  re.spect  of  such  wagon 
or  sheet  so  Used  notwithstanding  that  such  user  may  have 
taken  place  rluring  tlu'  free  periods  hereinhefore  s]rerificd. 

NOTICES. 

Notice  r>f  arrival  may  la*  given  verhally  or  in  writing, 
and  may  he  sent  hy  jxist,  telegram,  or  telephone. 


XOX-FEHRors  .METAL  IXIH'STRY  ACT; 
LICENCES. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  in  accordance  with  .Section  1, 
Suli-Ser  tion  7,  of  the  .Non-Fm  rous  .Metal  Indu.stry  .Act,  1918, 
and  No.  11  of  the  Statutory  Ruh's  and  Orders  No.  2tio  of 
I91S  Non-Ferrous  Metal  Industry,  that  licences  under  the 
Non-Ferrous  .Metal  Industry  .Act  have  been  granted  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  undermentioned  companies  or 
individuals :  — 

Brazil  Trading  Com|)any.  21,  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.  3. 
Dolcoath  Mine,  Limited,  Camlxirne,  Cornwall. 

Hainsworth,  .loseph  Henry.  1,  Lansdowne  Place,  AX’arwick 
Road.  Coventry. 

Hardv,  XX’illiam  Hunter,  ‘29.  XX'vndham  Street.  Marvlel)one, 
XV.  1. 

•lemniett,  T.  F.  and  Co.,  7.  I'nion  Court,  Old  Broad  Street, 
E.C.  2. 


RETAIL  BCSINESS  (LICENSING)  ORDER, 
1018. 


By  an  Order  dated  2tith  December,  the  Ministry  of  Lahinir, 
lia-  revoked  the  Retail  Bti-ini'ss  (Liiensingl  Order,  1918, J 
and  the  Retail  Business  (Licensing)  Order,  1919,  as  flora! 
the  31st  December.  Thi-  revocation  shall  not  affect  .and' 
-hall  he  deemed  not  to  have  att'ecti'd  the  previous  operation 
of  the  said  orders  or  the  validity  of  ativ  action  taken  there¬ 
under.  or  any  pi'iialty  or  punishment  incurrixl  in  respeetj 
of  any  contravention  or  failure  to  comply  with  any  provision] 
of  the  said  orders,  or  any  prociedings  or  remedy  in  respect 
of  any  -uch  (tenalty  or  piniishmeiit. 


Commercial  Returns. 


COTTON  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

THE  WEEKLY  RETURN. 


Return  of  the  Number  of  Bales  of  Cotton  lm])orted  and 
Exported  at  the  Various  Ports  of  the  T'nited  Kingilora 
during  the  week  and  ~i'2  weeks  ended  25th  December, 
1919:  — 


Week  52  Weeks  |  Week  52  Weeki 
ended  ended  ended  ended  I 

2.jth  Deo.,  25th  Dec.,  ||  ‘25th  Deo., !  25th  Doe., 
1919.  1919  'i  1919.  '  1919.  i 


Impokts. 


Expo'ets. 


Bales. 

B.'  Ics. 

Bales. 

Bales.  ' 

American  _ 

. .  27,557 

2,8()7,576  j 

2.^>.59 

54,95? 

Brazilian 

2,885 

22,  Bk) 

291 

2,36.'>  1 

East  Indian  . . 

2,82t> 

149,761  ; 

3012 

()»,063  . 

Egyptian 

..  13.150 

.)82.301  ; 

1.382 

84,3Wi 
21,914  , 
— — ,1 

Misoellaneons 

. .  8(.»«)* 

264,4341, 

1.185 

Total 

. . '  47.224 

3,880,244 

8,529 

23  1  67? 

*  Including  294  hales  British  West  African, 
tim  lulling  7.282  hales  Briti-sh  AX’est  Indian,  14,612  bale* 
British  West  .African.  21.194  liales  British  East  .Xfritas, 
and  5.212  bales  Fon*ign  East  .African. 


